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HAYNES AND BOONE
INNS OF COURT OLYMPICS
For three years running, the law school has hosted the
Inns of Court Olympics. First-year law students catch a
break from studying and enjoy lawn games on the Quad.
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FROM THE DEAN
Dear Alumni and Friends,
In this issue, we are proud to celebrate our young alumni who are making an impact
in law, business, and the community. One of the highlights of this past year has been
the formation of the Emerging Leader Board – 32 outstanding young alumni who
have graduated within the past 20 years. These rising stars provide advice and
feedback to the law school and serve as our ambassadors to their local communities
and with their classmates.
Our remarkable faculty had another busy year both inside and outside the classroom.
To give just a few examples, Marc Steinberg released an important new book entitled The Federalization of
Corporate Governance; Pamela Metzger launched the Deason Center for Criminal Justice Reform’s first empirical
project, a study of the impact of different charging philosophies in prosecutors’ offices; and Keith Robinson
taught a new class, “Technology, Innovation, and Law: Designing Legal Apps,” which developed three mobile
apps to increase access to justice. We are also pleased to welcome Dr. Hillel Bavli to the faculty, who will be
teaching and writing in the fields of evidence, torts, complex litigation, law and economics, and empirical legal
studies.
Our students, alumni and friends were fortunate to learn from some very impressive visitors to the law school.
The United States Court of Appeals for the Fifth Circuit heard oral arguments at SMU on March 5–6. Supreme
Court nominee Brett Kavanaugh discussed his life and career in the law. Angela Braly ’85 shared insights from
her illustrious career in health law and business, and Jinsung Lee LL.M. ’88, President of the Constitutional
Court of Korea, talked about the rule of law in South Korea. In July, the law school was honored to host nearly
100 law faculty from around the country for the 12th Annual Lutie A. Lytle Black Women Law Faculty
Workshop and Writing Retreat. The Workshop was co-chaired and organized by Lolita Buckner Inniss and
Jessica Dixon Weaver.
On May 19, we welcomed 296 new S.J.D., LL.M., and J.D. graduates into the Mustang Bar Law Alumni
Association. Our Distinguished Alumni Award winner, Mike Boone ’67, Co-founder and Partner of Haynes
and Boone, LLP, gave an inspiring commencement speech to our graduates. Our J.D. graduates performed an
impressive 23,813 hours of public service, for an average of 99 hours per student.
Our Mustang Bar Law Alumni Association continues to grow and now has 12 regional chapters. We already
have a full calendar of activities planned for the coming year, ranging from informative CLEs to an event at the
Fort Worth Rodeo, so please plan to join us to network, connect with old friends, and make some new ones.
We are honored that you are our graduates and celebrate all that you have accomplished. Don’t forget to send
us your class notes so that we can share your news in the next edition of The Quad!
Wishing you the best,

Jennifer M. Collins
Judge James Noel Dean and Professor of Law
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Celebrating

OUR EMERGING LEADERS

M

BL Title CEO Matthew Lopez
decided to go to law school after
watching a group of lawyers
turned corporate executives on
CNBC talk about being entrepreneurs. Baker
Botts intellectual property partner Christa
Brown-Sanford’s mother told her at age 12 that
she needed to go to law school, and she always
did what her mother said.

Centurion American Development Group
General Counsel Travis Boghetich’s father went
to law school and became a corporate chief legal
officer, and so did he. Both Dallas Assistant City
Attorney Yulise Reaves Waters and Sidley
Austin commercial litigation partner Angela
Zambrano decided before they finished
kindergarten that they wanted to go to law
school, and neither one changed her mind. Rug
Doctor General Counsel Amy Howell credits
the courage and passion of a fictional character
in a book and popular movie for inspiring her
to become a lawyer … but not the one you
might assume.
These six lawyers grew up in different
communities. Their parents include a barbecue
restaurant owner, an accountant, a commercial
airline customer service executive, a Dallas
Cowboys linebacker and an oil company
official. Most of them are the first in their
families to go to law school.
These six attorneys chose SMU Dedman School
of Law for their legal education for diverse
reasons. Their career paths varied widely. Each
has achieved extraordinary success, though in
completely different practice areas and
specialties.
Despite their dissimilarities, these lawyers are
uniformly absolute about one thing: The
relationships they developed at SMU Dedman
Law and with other SMU Dedman Law alumni
have been critical to their success.
Boghetich, Brown-Sanford, Howell, Lopez,
Waters, and Zambrano are members of the
Emerging Leader Board, a new committee of
young alumni created in November 2017 by

Dean Jennifer Collins and Abby Ruth ’06,
Director of Alumni Relations.
The three-prong mission of the 32-member
panel is simple: increase young alumni
engagement with the law school, strengthen
relationships among the SMU Dedman Law
alumni community, and advise the law school
on ways it can better serve young alumni.
“It is wonderful that the law school is
thinking about the long-term engagement of
its alumni with the school and with each
other,” says Brown-Sanford. “SMU has a

These six lawyers grew
up in different communities. Most of them are
the first in their families
to go to law school.

vibrant alumni network. That network can be
a tremendous force in our communities.”
“With our Mustang Bar Law Alumni
Association growing like never before, we’re
excited to harness the energies and insights of
some of our most outstanding young alumni,”
says Dean Collins. “We have an extraordinary
alumni base and thought it the perfect time to
create this opportunity to get formalized
feedback from our younger alumni.”
“This is an important initiative for SMU
Dedman Law, and we’re grateful for the
commitment these inspiring leaders have to
our law school,” Abby Ruth says. “We look
forward to the impact they will have in
engaging our alumni base and helping shape
the future of the Mustang Bar Law Alumni
Association.”
Dean Collins says the law school has high
expectations for the new Emerging Leader
Board. Members, who serve two-year terms,
have been assigned work on specific alumni
matters, including:

• Assist in the development
and promotion of law school and
alumni networking opportunities
and events, such as the Annual Public
Interest Law Auction, and provide
feedback on events;
• Commit to serve as a mentor
in the Mustang Exchange Flash Mentor
Program and actively recruit alumni for
participation in Mustang Bar Law Alumni
Association events and programs;
• Pledge to provide feedback
on development efforts and assist in
promotion of certain annual giving
opportunities, including Mustangs Give Back
Day and student scholarships; and
• Help develop our City Chapters,
including recruitment of Host Committee
members, and provide guidance on Chapter
leadership structure.
“The Emerging Leader Board is a unique
opportunity to receive an insider’s perspective
on what we can do to strengthen our school
and better the legal working world for future
lawyers, clients, and communities,” says
Howell.
Her fellow board members agree.
“We are bridge builders between the new
graduates, the law school and the alumni base,”
says Waters. “We recognize that navigating your
way through the legal profession can be made
significantly easier by tapping into our alumni
network.”
“The Emerging Leader Board members were
selected because of the important role they have
played in the advancement of the profession
and the impact each has made on the community,” says Dean Collins. “We are honored to
have them serve as inaugural members of the
Emerging Leader Board.”
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The three-prong mission of the 32-member panel is simple:
increase young alumni engagement with the law school,
strengthen relationships among the SMU Law alumni community, and
advise the law school on ways it can better serve young alumni.

Review Association and received her J.D. in
2004.
“SMU is so integrated with the business
community in Dallas,” she says. “Many of the
relationships I developed in law school have
been a huge benefit throughout my 14 years
practicing law.”

Christa Brown-Sanford ’04
Partner, Baker Botts L.L.P.

C

hrista Brown-Sanford ’04 was born and
raised in Dallas. Her father, Guy Brown,
was a linebacker for the Dallas Cowboys in
the late ’70s and early ’80s. He was on the
1977 team that won Super Bowl XII. Her
mother worked in the accounting department
of Brown’s fire protection business.
By middle school, Brown-Sanford realized
that she was good at math and science, but
her mother pushed her to think about a career
in law.
“At age 12, I basically decided to be a patent
lawyer,” she says. “The lesson is, always listen
to your mother.”

“We are bridge builders
between the new
graduates, the law school
and the alumni base.”
-Christa Brown-Sanford ’04
Brown-Sanford earned a Bachelor of Science
degree in electrical engineering at Rice
University in 2001. She chose SMU Dedman
for law school, which, she says was “one of
the most important decisions of my life.” She
served as the articles editor of the SMU Law

Baker Botts partner Bart Showalter taught
Brown-Sanford’s patent prosecution and
intellectual property survey class at SMU
and recruited her to join the firm’s IP practice
in Dallas. She represents businesses and
individuals – particularly those involved in
telecommunications and electronic industries
– in matters involving patent procurement,
patent portfolio development and patent
litigation.
“Bart made the law school course practical
and fun,” she says. “He’s very engaging and
approachable.”
In a twist, Brown-Sanford now teaches the
very same course at the law school.
“I still use his format,” she says.
In 2014, Baker Botts promoted Brown-Sanford
to partner. She now serves as the Deputy
Chair of the Intellectual Property Department
and is on the firm’s diversity, technology and
employment committees.
Brown-Sanford says the invitation to serve on
SMU Dedman Law’s Emerging Leader Board is
just as much of an opportunity for her to
achieve her personal goals as it is for the law
school to meet its objectives.
“I want to have a major impact on young
women and young minority attorneys – to let
them know that they can be successful and
that I am here to be a resource for them,” she
says. “The Emerging Leader Board enables me
to lead the way for better diversity among our
law firms in Texas.”

Meet the

EMERGING
LEADER BOARD

COREY
ADMIRE ’08
Partner,
Shupe
Ventura, PLLC
My time at SMU
Law provided me
with excellent
legal analysis training and honed the writing
skills that I use daily in both my professional
practice and volunteer service roles. The
continued connections with the great SMU
legal community is a bonus!

REBEKAH
STEELY
BROOKER ’04
Partner,
Scheef &
Stone, L.L.P.
My time in the
classroom at SMU
provided me with a solid legal foundation,
but the practical education and experience
that I’ve received since law school – thanks
to my SMU connections and network – has
been invaluable. I’ve gained clients, jobs,
mentors, and lifelong friends.
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JORDAN
CAMPBELL ’13
Associate,
Norton Rose
Fulbright
My experience at
and degree from
SMU are the
reasons I have ended up where I am today.
Thanks to its exceptional strength in the Dallas
marketplace, I was able to land a job here at
Norton Rose Fulbright. And thanks to the
wonderful education and preparation I got
from SMU, I have not been fired from that
job…
JONATHAN R.
CHILDERS ’05
Partner,
Lynn Pinker
Cox & Hurst,
LLP
SMU Dedman
Law pushed me
to develop legal reasoning and trial skills,
exposed me to attorneys and judges who
have been career-long mentors and role
models, and introduced me to classmates
who have become friends for life,
as well as business associates.
ASHLEY
COOK ’06
CEO,
ZOCCAM
I’m proud to be a
part of an institution that embraces
diversity in their
student body and in their methodology of
teaching. Their clinic programs exemplify this
by illustrating the importance of being an
attorney and a counselor.

After graduating with a law degree in 2006,
Boghetich worked as a real estate lawyer at
Underwood Perkins and Quilling, Selander,
Lownds, Winslett & Moser, P.C.
In 2014, he became a contract lawyer for
residential developer Centurion American,
which is based in Farmers Branch. A few
months later, the company hired Boghetich
full-time and made him the general counsel.
He handles all legal matters for the company
and manages five outside counsel working on
Centurion-related issues.

Travis Boghetich ’06
General Counsel, Centurion
American Development Group

T

ravis Boghetich ’06 traces his very
existence to SMU. His parents were
students at the university in 1971 when they
met on a blind date. His father went to law
school in Oklahoma before serving as the
general counsel of a bank and eventually as
an executive and owner of a small family oil
company. His mother was an accountant.
“My dad and I used to get into a lot of debates
and discussions,” Boghetich says. “He taught
me to think like a lawyer.”
Boghetich received bachelor’s degrees in
mathematics and economics from Duke
University. He then headed to SMU Dedman
Law in 2003.
“Going into law school, I thought that the
only career path was Big Law and billing
hours,” he says. “I never thought I could
choose another path.”
SMU placed Boghetich in an externship at UT
Southwestern Medical Center in 2005 that he
says significantly impacted his career.

“I did research on HIPPA regulations and
other compliance matters that actually had an
impact,” he says. “The medical center had
students handling personal medical information and restaurant employees and other
workers overhearing doctors talking about
patient information. I was able to have a real
impact, and it was completely because of
SMU.”

Through it all, he says, SMU and its alumni
network have played a critical part in his
success as a lawyer and person.
“I had a great group of law school friends and
we continue to hang out, though now we are
with our families and it is often play dates
with our children,” he says. “From my own
experience, I know there is a need to offer
opportunities for young law school alumni to
engage with those of us who were exactly
where they were only a few years ago.
Through the Emerging Leader Board, we can
work with new graduates to show them what
we’ve experienced.”
Boghetich says he hosts an extern annually,
serves as a mentor, and actively helps SMU
Dedman Law student groups raise money for
various projects.
“I eagerly look forward to giving back to a
school that has done so much for me,” he
says. “Lawyers are often berated for not being
good citizens, but this is an opportunity to
show that we are partnering with the
community.”
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During her three years at SMU Dedman Law,
Waters served as vice president of the SMU
Chapter of the Black Law Students
Association. During her term, the national
BLSA group named SMU’s BLSA “Chapter of
the Year.”
Waters went to work in 2008 with Dallas
lawyer Gay Cox, who was a pioneer in Texas
for collaborative family law practice. The duo
authored a ground-breaking article called
“Penetrating the Walls: Overcoming Barriers
to the Proliferation of Collaborative Practice
in Underserved Communities.”
Yulise Reaves Waters ’08
Assistant City Attorney and
Community Courts Prosecutor,
Dallas City Attorney’s Office

Y

ulise Reaves Waters ’08 was born and
raised in Dallas. She grew up in a family
where success was expected.
Her mother was in one of the first classes to
integrate the University of Texas at Arlington.
Her father started a barbecue restaurant and
catering service in 1976 called Smokey John’s,
which is widely regarded as one of the best
places in North Dallas to buy pork ribs and
fried catfish.
Waters was only four years old when she
announced to her parents that she was going
to be a lawyer. There were no lawyers in her
family, but she always saw lawyers doing
good.
“I was four years old and I never changed my
mind,” she says. “Lawyers advocated for
people treated unfairly. Lawyers helped
people solve problems. Lawyers were heroes.
“Even when I was young and my brother did
something to get in trouble, I would argue on
his behalf with my parents to try to get him a
lighter punishment,” she says.
As an SMU undergraduate, Waters wore an
SMU Law School sweatshirt to classes. She
graduated magna cum laude with bachelor
degrees in English and Spanish and an
additional degree in business administration.

In October 2011, a friend told Waters that
the Dallas City Attorney’s Office had an open
position for a community prosecutor.
“I remembered that City Attorney Tom
Perkins spoke at SMU on community
prosecutors and the concept of using
litigation and our nuisance laws to help
address quality of life issues for our citizens,”
she says. “I remembered thinking that was a
cool idea.
“So, I still had my spiral notebook from that
lecture and I went back and looked up all my
notes and it was the same position,” she says.
Needless to say, Waters got the job and is now
an Assistant City Attorney and Community
Courts Prosecutor. She also is the co-founder
and the lead planner of the Second Chance
Community Improvement Program Court
(S.C.C.I.P.) for young adults. The S.C.C.I.P. is
the first-ever felony community court in
Dallas County history and a recipient of the
2018 National Association of Drug Court
Professionals’ Equity and Inclusion Award for
“excellence and leadership in demonstrating
and promoting cultural proficiency in
treatment court services.”
Waters says she is excited about being part of
the Emerging Leader Board.
“We are a bridge builder for newer law school
graduates and the law school and the alumni
base,” she says. “Navigating your way through
the profession is helped by tapping into the
alumni network.”
Waters says the “care and concern” of SMU
Dedman Law faculty and staff helped her and
other graduates to “stay focused and helped
us understand what success is.”

NATHAN
CROW ’15
Associate,
Locke Lord LLP
As someone who
knew I wanted
to be a business
transactions lawyer,
the dual J.D./M.B.A. program offered by SMU
Dedman School of Law and the Cox School of
Business was ideal, allowing me to get a
focused, high-quality education in the city
where I wanted to live and work.

LAMAR H.
DOWLING ’13
Associate,
Foley Gardere
SMU Dedman
School of Law not
only provided me
with a top-notch
legal education that has allowed me to develop
a sophisticated legal practice, but it is also the
place where I met my wife – for that I am
eternally grateful.
MARK
HANNA ’06
Partner,
Scott Douglass
& McConnico
LLP
SMU Law helped
me build the
foundation – the academic and professional
skills – necessary for a thriving private law
business. But more importantly, my time at
SMU led to the lifelong friendships that are
vital to enjoying the practice of law.

BARRETT R.
HOWELL ’01
Partner,
Katten Muchin
Rosenman LLP
Attending SMU
Law School is one
of the best
decisions I have made in my life. SMU has
opened the door to professional opportunities
that I otherwise would never have been
afforded. Many of my colleagues and closest
friends to this day are people I met at SMU.
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NELSON
HUNT ’11
Of Counsel,
Bisignano
Harrison
Newhoff LLP
At SMU Law, I
received a top
quality legal education while being able to
explore career opportunities in the thriving
Dallas legal community. The excellence of
the faculty and of my fellow students
inspired me to become a better lawyer and
better person.
MUKUL S.
KELKAR ’09
Managing
Associate,
Dentons US
LLP
My time at SMU
Dedman School
of Law was life-changing. Those three years
challenged me in ways I could not have
imagined. I grew as a person and as a
professional, all while forming friendships
that have withstood the test of time and
distance.
CHANGYONG
(“WENDY”)
LI ’98
Partner,
Zeichner
Ellman &
Krause LLP
I came to SMU 20
years ago as one of the first recipients of the
Dr. Helmut Sohmen Scholarship. As an
international LL.M. student, I had to
overcome my language barrier. Upon the
consent of any given professor, I would
record the lecture and listen to the recording
over and over in order to master the
materials. The teaching was so superb that
even though I skipped the entire contract
section for my bar review, I passed the NY
bar on my first try based on my lessons
from Professor Crespi’s lectures!

firm Orix USA as associate general counsel – a
position she held for a decade. In 2013,
Zimbra, a global technology company, made
Howell its general counsel.
Carpet cleaning rental giant Rug Doctor hired
Howell to be its general counsel in June 2015,
where she handles the company’s legal issues,
human resources, real estate holdings and
compliance functions.

Amy Howell ’00
General Counsel
Rug Doctor, LLC

A

my Howell ’00 credits a fictional
character from a blockbuster movie as
the inspiration for her decision to go to law
school, but not the character you might think.
“Two words: Clarice Starling,” says Howell,
referring to the FBI agent in the book-turnedmovie Silence of the Lambs. “Her bravery,
independence, strength, basically, her
“kick-ass-ness” drew me to the world of law
– where women can get the job done. Rug
Doctor isn’t quite the FBI, but we do get out
bloodstains.”

A 2000 graduate of SMU Dedman Law, Howell
says the law school “not only taught me how
to think things out logically, but also taught me
how to tune into the world, to read situations,
and to remain unruffled by stress.
“Specifically, it taught me humility and work
ethic,” she says. “I will never forget when I
received my first ever C+ in Eric McNeil’s 1L
Legal Research and Writing class. It devastated
me. It also lit a fire under me to improve. I
wrote and rewrote every day. I practically
memorized Bryan Garner’s books. Even still, I
continue to sharpen my writing skills with
every new project.
“And now, my ability to effectively communicate through writing is one of my most
appreciated legal attributes,” she says. “All
thanks to that C+.”
Howell’s first job out of law school was as a
patent lawyer at Roberts & Smaby, where she
practiced for three and a half years.
In 2003, she joined global financial services

“The biggest success in my career right now is
that I don’t feel confined by my title,” she says.
“At Rug Doctor, human resources and
insurance report to the general counsel – a
new trend for many mid-cap companies.
“That means that I’m no longer just in charge
of contracts, regulatory, litigation and IP,” she
says. “I’m a fully functioning member of the
senior leadership team who happens to be an
attorney.”
Howell recently published a social media post
in Law Mamas, which is a Facebook Group for
women lawyers, praising Rug Doctor leadership for welcoming her to bring her 5-year-old,
who was suffering from an ear infection, with
her to work.
“It quickly racked up thousands of likes and
comment after comment where women
lawyers reported that they didn’t have the same
support system at their firm/company,” she
says. “I simultaneously felt blessed for my
company culture but sad for those other law
moms. If I didn’t have coworkers who
understood a 5-year-old in my office or excuse
my oblivious humming of “The Wheels on the
Bus,” during a boring finance meeting, I’d be
in huge trouble.
“Right now, I hope I can set an example at Rug
Doctor and in our legal community to prove
that flexibility is not synonymous with scaling
down,” she says. “In fact, law moms are
probably the most efficient workers in the
marketplace – especially if we need to make a
6 p.m. soccer game.”
Howell says she is proud to be part of the
inaugural group of the Emerging Leader Board.
“The board is a unique opportunity to receive
an insider’s perspective on what we can do to
strengthen our school and better the legal
working world for future lawyers, clients and
communities,” she says.
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In 2006, Lopez joined Dallas-based Hughes &
Luce, which later merged with K&L Gates, as a
lawyer in its corporate and real estate practices.
After five years in Big Law, he started his own
law firm and represented businesses involved
in real estate transactions.
In 2014, Lopez joined Jon Meyers, who had
been a close friend and teammate on the soccer
team at TCU, to start MBL Title, which helps
business clients in all aspects of commercial
real estate transactions. In four years, the
company has done more than $3 billion in
transactions.
Matthew Lopez ’07
Chief Executive Officer
MBL Title

M

atthew Lopez ’07 grew up in Arlington.
His father was a manager of special
services for customers at American Airlines. His
mother was a technician at Southwestern Bell.
As a teenager, Lopez was watching a program
on CNBC featuring a handful of highly
successful business leaders.
“Maria Bartiromo ended the interview by
pointing out that all of those corporate
executives had actually gone to law school and
chosen to go into business instead of becoming
lawyers,” he says. “I remember the executives
taught her that law school taught them critical
thinking, and that training had made them
better business leaders.”
Lopez went to college at Texas Christian
University, where he played soccer and received
his bachelor’s degree in business administration
in 2002.
In 2007, he graduated from SMU with joint
J.D. and M.B.A. degrees.
“I had to plead and pray my way into law
school,” Lopez says. “I promised SMU that if
they gave me a chance, they would not regret
it. Law school is one of the most impactful
decisions that I have made in my life.”

Lopez gives credit to SMU Dedman Law.
“I’m one of the poster boys for what the SMU
Dedman Law alumni family can do for you,” he
says. “So many alumni told me to email them or
call them if they could ever help, and they were
not just saying it to be nice.
“I can name five SMU alumni who shepherded
me along the way,” he says. “They had no reason
to help me, except that I am part of the alumni
family. I cannot be more emphatic regarding the
impact the SMU family has had on my career.”
Lopez says he jumped at the chance to serve on
the Emerging Leader Board.
“The board bridges a gap,” he says. “The name of
the board itself has meaning. It facilitates the
mentor-mentee relationship. Every chance I get
to help an SMU Dedman Law student or the law
school calls me for assistance, I move mountains
to help.”
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BRANT C.
MARTIN ’97
Partner,
Wick Phillips
The broad-based legal
education I received
at SMU has prepared
me for the wide
variety of issues that arise in my practice. It’s not
enough to be taught “How to be a litigator” or
“How to be a transactional lawyer.” You have to
understand how the various parts of the law
interact, and SMU’s curriculum and professors do
an excellent job of that. The collegial atmosphere
and the relationships I made are an integral part of
my practice, from referrals to relationships with
opposing counsel, to the excellent reputation that
exists for SMU in the marketplace.
ALANA C.
MATTHEWS ’12
Executive Vice
President,
Business
Operations and
General Counsel,
Dallas Stars
Hockey Club
My law degree from SMU Dedman School of
Law was instrumental in getting to my current
role with the Dallas Stars. SMU Law provided
me with exceptional legal training and developed my critical thinking skills, which have
been crucial in my career.

LINDA
MOLINA ’01
Attorney/
Co-Owner,
The Molina
Law Firm
I am the lawyer,
leader, community
servant, and person I am today because of the
foundation given me by SMU Dedman School
of Law. The friendships and connections with
my fellow students and the outstanding faculty
guide, inspire, and motivate me to this day.

1 21 2
SALLY L.
PRETORIUS
’09
Attorney,
KoonsFuller
Family Law;
President,
Texas Young
Lawyers
Association
SMU Law laid the foundation I have built my
successes on: from principles and techniques
learned in the classroom, which I apply in
my legal practice, to lifelong connections,
creating a network that advances my career,
bar activities and personal life.

MINDY M.
RISEDEN ’03
Shareholder,
Crain, Caton &
James, P.C.
SMU Dedman
School of Law
instilled in me the
importance of connection and the human
side of the law. Whether working with
struggling pro bono clients or defending a
multi-national organization, I’m working
with people who made choices and need
guidance, and I must connect with them to
work through their choices.

CLIFFORD
ROBERTSON
’10
Attorney,
UT
Southwestern
Medical
Center
I feel every bit as
supported by and connected with SMU
Dedman School of Law and its impressive
alumni network as I did while I was an SMU
Dedman Law student nearly ten years ago.
This has had a significant impact on the
advancement of my career to date.
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disputes practice. Her clients have included Dave
& Buster’s Entertainment, Denbury Resources
and Trinity Industries in high profile litigation
matters.

Angela C. Zambrano ’97
Partner
Sidley Austin LLP

“I have advised a number of companies in a
variety of different internal investigations
involving issues that were of central importance
to the company,” she says. “The experience of
advising boards and senior executives in real time
as they struggle with a crisis that has hit the
press, involves a high profile regulatory
examination and/or touches on a core company
customer or product, has been very
career-satisfying.
“As a litigator, it has given me the rare opportunity to recommend changes that would help the
company going forward,” she says.

A

Early in her legal career, Zambrano gained
tremendous experience representing a private
equity client in an international arbitration.

“I pretty much decided as a five- or six-year-old
that I wanted to be a lawyer,” she says. “I loved to
read and I loved to argue.”

“The arbitration was conducted in Switzerland,
and none of the arbitrators were Americans,” she
says. “The experience of learning how to present
a persuasive argument to a decision maker with a
different cultural background has been very
helpful in my career. I also did my first crossexamination in that case, and I nailed it!”

Zambrano points to two institutions for her
success: motherhood and SMU Dedman Law.
She says her single mother worked all day to pay
the bills, but would use her one-hour lunch
break to drive home to make tomato soup and
grilled cheese sandwiches for her three children.

Zambrano also has scored successes outside the
courtroom. In 2016, she served as president of
the Dallas Women Lawyers Association. During
her tenure, she convinced the Dallas Bar
Association to provide the DWLA a permanent
seat on its board of directors.

“This memory of my mother rushing home to
take care of us, throw a load of laundry in the
washer and scramble back to work all in just 60
minutes still brings me to tears,” she says. “Now,
as a working mother myself, I realize how hard it
was for her to balance and how much she
sacrificed for her family – all while doing so with
hardly any family support, money or job
flexibility. She knew a great education was
all-important.”

In the two decades since she received her law
degree, Zambrano has constantly looked for ways
to give back to the SMU Dedman Law alumni
community. She and her husband teach a class at
the law school, and she is proud to be part of the
new Emerging Leader Board.

ngela Zambrano ’97 was born and raised in
Kansas. There were no lawyers in her
family. In fact, she was the first to go to college.
Her father worked as a van driver for a hospital.
Her mother worked in building operations at
Southwestern Bell.

Zambrano went to college at the University of
Kansas and she graduated magna cum laude from
SMU Dedman Law in 1997.
After clerking for a federal appeals court judge,
Zambrano joined the Dallas office of New York
corporate law firm Weil, Gotshal & Manges as a
litigator. In 2013, she and seven other partners
moved across town to Chicago-based Sidley
Austin, where she is now the co-leader of the
global law firm’s commercial litigation and

“Several of my largest and best clients go back to
my law school friends or alumni mixers,” she
says. “SMU gave me a network of people, and
many of those relationships were developed in
the hallways and classrooms or through SMU
events. Because I was an out-of-state student, this
was especially important.
“I’m tremendously grateful to the law school and
its alumni family, and I give them a great deal of
credit for my success.”
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ANDREW J. ROSELL ’02
Shareholder,
Winstead PC
My coursework and experience
while at SMU Dedman School
of Law provided the perfect
foundation for my business
focused practice. The law
school’s best assets are its
professors, who know how to
teach complicated topics to
and instill confidence in their
students.

JENNIFER LARSON
RYBACK ’10
Attorney,
McGuire, Craddock
& Strother, P.C.;
President, Dallas
Association of Young
Lawyers
Being a graduate of SMU Law
gave me an instant network in
the Dallas legal community that
has consistently proven valuable
both professionally and personally. Those early connections were
the perfect starting place for me
to build my network, and I
continue to rely upon those
relationships as a practicing
lawyer today.
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DAVID C. SCHULTE ’02
Partner,
Holland & Knight LLP
SMU Law School gave me a
first-class legal education, as well
as opportunities to put that
education into practice, including
a judicial externship, moot court
and other advocacy programs,
and assorted bar activities, to
name a few. Without question,
SMU Law School prepared me for
a federal judicial clerkship,
followed by a career practicing
complex litigation – I’m so
grateful to SMU Law School for
my education and experience!

HOPE SHIMABUKU ’05
Director,
Texas Regional United
States Patent and
Trademark Office
SMU Dedman School of Law
provided me the legal education,
leadership, and networking
opportunities to successfully
develop my legal practice and
achieve significant milestones in
my career. SMU Dedman School
of Law also taught me the
intangible value of helping others
and meaningfully contributing
and making society a better place
using the skills I developed as a
law student.

JANET L. SMITH ’15
Associate,
Ogletree, Deakins, Nash,
Smoak & Stewart, P.C.
The tremendous resources SMU
Dedman School of Law provided,
from the classroom to the clinic,
and even the courtroom, all
prepared me to handle the
multifaceted legal matters each
case presents. And even after
graduation, the people – including the dedicated staff and the
supportive alumni network
– support SMU graduates
through mentorship and
opportunities for growth.

JUSTIN B. TILLEY ’04
General Counsel,
NorthStar Anesthesia
SMU’s culture of developing
professional networks and
providing real world experience
eased the transition from higher
education to a real world legal
practice.

JAKE TORRES ’17
Associate,
Winstead PC
During my law school career, and
as a junior associate, I have
encountered dozens of alumni
seeking to help the next generation of lawyers. The law is the
same at every law school, but the
people at SMU are special.

JOSEPH A. UNIS, JR. ’11
Associate,
Locke Lord LLP
I entered law school at the height
of the economic recession. The
influence of the SMU network
– and Career Services’ ingenuity
– helped me secure a 1L
clerkship at my current firm,
notwithstanding the market. As a
practitioner, I continue to benefit
from SMU’s practical and
pragmatic approach to legal
education.
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Our Young Alumni

LEADERS OF THE PROFESSION
THE
HONORABLE
SALMAN
BHOJANI ’13
Euless City
Councilman,
Place 6, Founder
and Managing
Partner at Bhojani Law, PLLC
THE HONORABLE
ERIN NEALY
COX ’95
United States
Attorney,
Northern
District of Texas,
United States
Department of Justice
FREDERICK
L. DAY ’07
Vice President,
Brookfield
Asset
Management
Inc.
MONIKA U.
EHRMAN ’05
The University
of Oklahoma
College of Law,
Associate
Professor of Law
and Faculty
Director, Oil & Gas, Natural
Resources, and Energy Center

MAJOR JEFFREY
D. KYLE LL.M. ’98
Judge Advocate
General’s (JAG)
Corps, United
States Army

DANIEL MOON ’99
Vice President
and General
Counsel,
Sam Moon
Group

THE HONORABLE
JENNIFER M.
PERKINS ’02
Judge, Arizona
Court of
Appeals,
Division One
ANTONIO PENA
LL.M. ’04, J.D. ’06
Shareholder,
Greenberg
Traurig LLP,
President of the
Inter-American
Chapter, and
member of the
Board of Directors of the United
States-Mexico Chamber of
Commerce
BAILEY PHAM ’08
Partner, Vinson &
Elkins LLP

NANCY
POLLARD ’06
Executive
Director,
Friends of the
Children Austin

THE HONORABLE
REBECCA
RUTHERFORD ’98
Magistrate
Judge, United
States District
Court for the
Northern District
of Texas
GABE
VAZQUEZ ’02
Vice President
and Associate
General Counsel,
Commercial
Support, Vistra
Energy
DAPHNE
WALKER ’06
Chief Legal
Officer and
Senior Vice
President, United
Surgical Partners
International
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Officers of the court
SMU Dedman School of Law’s decorated military veterans
have fought for justice – and for country
By Bruce Tomaso
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“It’s just a tiny little bar,” he said, “but to
me it means everything.”
Rios was a high school freshman when
the 9/11 terrorist attacks occurred. As
soon as he graduated, he enlisted in the
Army, to help defend his country. He
was 17.

Jason Rios
Class of 2018
•

Army, 2005–2015

•

Staff Sergeant upon discharge

•

Two tours of duty in Iraq, two in
Afghanistan

•

Recipient of the Purple Heart,
Combat Infantryman’s Badge, and
five Army Commendation Medals

For 10 years, Jason Rios wore the
uniform of an Army infantryman. These
days, embarking on a legal career, he
has a different uniform – the business
suit.
But the new includes a salute to the old:
On the lapel of his suit, Rios wears the
Purple Heart ribbon he earned when he
was wounded in Afghanistan in 2013.

Cory Scanlon
Class of 2018
•

Army, 2010–2014

•

Captain upon discharge

•

Tour of duty in Afghanistan

•

Recipient of the Bronze Star

The military and the law were always
likely career stops for Cory Scanlon.
His grandfather on his mother’s side
was a three-star Army general who
commanded infantry troops in
Vietnam and earned the Silver Star.

He fought in Iraq and in Afghanistan,
and he planned to keep fighting. “I fully
intended to make the military my
career,” he said.
On August 6, 2013, a rocket-propelled
grenade changed those plans. In what
turned out to be his final combat tour in
Afghanistan, Rios was severely
wounded. Evacuated by helicopter, he
spent three weeks in a military hospital
at Bagram Airfield northeast of Kabul.

After internships with the Secret
Service, the U.S. Equal Employment
Opportunity Commission, and the New
York City Human Resources
Administration, Rios decided that his
practice of law would in some way
involve public policy or law enforcement.
“I see the law as a different form of
service,” he said. “I’ve served my
country already. Now, I feel that I’m on a
new mission. Whatever I do in my legal
career, I’ll try to give back as much as
possible.”

He would return to his unit, assigned to
light duty. But he knew his career as a
soldier was over.

His war wounds have left him with
serious, lingering effects: His hand
strength, he said, is 20 percent of
normal. His knees and ankles sometimes
ache. He wears sunglasses when driving
because of light sensitivity. He suffers
from tinnitus (a ringing, buzzing, or
other noise in the ear) and debilitating
migraines.

“I was 27, 28 … and I had to re-evaluate
everything,” he said.

He deals with those challenges on top of
the ones that any law student faces.

Having been stationed for a time at Fort
Campbell, Kentucky, he earned a
bachelor’s degree from nearby Austin
Peay State University. He opted for a
career in law, enrolling first at Savannah
Law School in Georgia before transferring to SMU Dedman Law in 2016.

“Law school can be tough, for sure,” Rios
said. “It’s stressful, especially during
finals time.

His grandfather on his father’s side was
a lieutenant colonel in the Air Force who
flew P-51s and B-24s during World War II
as a pilot in the Army Air Corps.

the tasks you’re given to do.

As a student at the University of Texas
at Austin, Scanlon was active in the
Army Reserve Officers’ Training Corps.
After earning a bachelor’s degree in
political science and government in
2009, he completed his officers’ training
and was deployed to Afghanistan. He
was awarded the Bronze Star in 2012
for his service as a military adviser in
Kabul.
But, he said, he’d always planned to
study law.
“I don’t think I would have been able to
succeed in law school without my
military experience,” said the 31-yearold. “The Army taught me so many
valuable lessons about leadership and
discipline. I learned the importance of
following regulations and of completing

“But at the end of the day, you go home
and sleep in your own bed. And no one is
shooting at you.”

“As an officer, people’s lives depend on
you doing your job right. That’s serious.”
At SMU Dedman Law, Scanlon has
mentored first-year students through
the Academic Success Program.
He’s worked in the Criminal Clinic,
helping indigent clients charged with
misdemeanors. He was an intern
with the U.S. Department of Justice
in Washington and served as
editor-in-chief of the SMU Annual
Texas Survey. After graduation,
he is clerking for Justice Phil Johnson
of the Texas Supreme Court.
“My military training made it much
easier for me to take on new projects and
new responsibilities in law school,” he
said. “I try to be well-organized and stay
focused. I know I’m much more efficient
at time management as a result of my
Army training.”
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officer, a judge advocate, and, in his
final assignment, chief of the Army’s
international law branch in the
Pentagon.
That last role, Jenks said, helped
propel him into teaching law.

Chris jenks
Director of the Criminal Clinic and
Associate Professor of Law
•

Army, 1992–2012

•

Lieutenant Colonel upon
discharge

•

Tours of duty in Germany, Kuwait,
Bosnia, Korea, and Iraq (among
others)

•

Recipient of the Legion of Merit,
Bronze Star, Meritorious Service
Medal, Army Commendation
Medal, Army Achievement Medal,
NATO Medal, Iraq Campaign
Medal (among others)

From Kuwait to Korea, Bosnia to Iraq,
Chris Jenks has proudly served his
country for more than 20 years – with
a rifle, and with a briefcase.
That service continues. Jenks has
spent the 2017–18 academic year on
leave from SMU Dedman School of
Law, working as the Special Counsel to
the General Counsel for the
Department of Defense. His duties
ranged from helping the Secretary of
Defense prepare to testify before the
Senate Foreign Relations Committee,
to serving on the U.S. delegation to a
United Nations meeting in Geneva on
lethal autonomous (robotic) weapons
and speech writing on the statutory
authorities for the United States’ use
of force.
The breadth and variety of those
duties were nothing new to Jenks.
Over his military career, the West
Point graduate served as an infantry

“As the international law branch
chief,” he said, “I was doing a fair
amount of professor-type work. I was
writing articles, speaking at conferences and helping teach law school
classes. I really enjoyed that and
wanted to do those kinds of things
full-time.”
Jenks joined the SMU Dedman Law
faculty in August 2012, a month after

The military roots in his family run
deep. His father spent more than 25
years as an Army infantry officer,
earning a Silver Star for valor during
the Vietnam War. His mother was an
Army nurse, his sister was a 20-year
Army officer, and his maternal
grandfather put in 30 years, first as
an artillery officer, then, like Jenks,
as a judge advocate. Jenks’ grandfather’s last assignment was as the head
military lawyer for Gen. William
Westmoreland, commander of the U.S.
forces in Vietnam.
“My grandfather transitioned from a
career as an Army judge advocate to
law professor at Dickinson Law School

Lt. Col. Jenks, second from right, with his team in Mosul, Iraq.

completing his Army service as a
lieutenant colonel.

in Carlisle, Pa.,” Jenks said. “I’m sure
that was part of the influence on me.”

“My military background has shaped
my teaching and writing,” he said. “I
teach criminal law, evidence, and the
law of armed conflict. The first two
classes are certainly influenced by my
time as a military prosecutor and
military civil litigator. And my time in
Iraq and the Pentagon informs my
teaching of the law of armed conflict.

His perspective as an educator reveals
itself in the advice he’d give to a young
person considering enlisting in the
armed services: Use the experience as
a learning opportunity.

“My approach to the study of law is
practice-oriented. I learned any
number of lessons from the Army,
including providing a client with
the bottom line upfront, and the
importance of distinguishing
between legal and policy advice.”

“An aspect of military service that a
lot of people don’t know about is how
important education is to the
military,” he said. “The military is
constantly sending you to schools and
training. Over my 20 years, I was
probably in schools and courses for six
or seven years. That included the
Army sending me to law school, and to
two different LL.M. programs.”
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procuring stevedores for inbound and
outbound oceangoing ships at a port
on the Saigon River.
Asked what he did to earn the Bronze
Star, he replied, essentially: his job.

frederick c. moss
Professor Emeritus
•

Army, 1969–1970

•

Captain upon discharge

•

Tour of duty in Vietnam

•

Recipient of the Bronze Star

Fred Moss will be the first to tell you
he was no war hero – and he’s fine
with that.
He volunteered to serve during the
Vietnam War, but not because he
wanted to, and certainly not because
he thought the cause was worthy.
“The Vietnam War was a terrible
mistake,” the retired professor says
today. “Vietnam wasn’t worth the
fingernail of one soldier killed there.”
As a Georgetown University student in
the 1960s, he said, “I signed up for
Army ROTC because I was single, and
I knew I’d be drafted. Not looking
forward to being a ‘grunt,’ I chose to
be an officer, thinking that might be
safer.”
Upon graduation, he was
commissioned as an officer in the
Army Transportation Corps, but
his active duty was deferred so that
he could go to law school. He earned
his law degree at Villanova University,
and then worked briefly in the Major
Crimes division of the U.S. Department
of Justice in Washington before being
called to active duty by the Army in
1969.
The next year, he was ordered to
Vietnam, where he was a “deep draft
port officer,” examining cargo and

“My commanding officer was very
ambitious,” Moss said. “One measure
of success for an officer striving to
climb the ranks was how many men
under his command received
commendations or decorations.
“There was vast corruption on the
docks. Vietnamese crime bosses and
the stevedores they controlled really
ran the place. They often stole cargo
aboard U.S. transport ships – overnight, an entire shipment of silk
bombardier jackets would just
disappear.
“I didn’t take bribes I was offered
almost daily. And I had a CO who
wanted to hand out medals. So I got
the Bronze Star.
“I always felt like I didn’t deserve it.”
While others were slogging through
jungle swamps, he said, “I bunked in

an air-conditioned BOQ (bachelor
officers’ quarters).” And in Saigon,
“I enjoyed some of the finest French
soup imaginable.”
Freed from the Army and Vietnam,
Moss returned to Washington, D.C.,
where he became a prosecutor in the
U.S. Attorney’s Office. Later, he was a
teaching fellow and lecturer at
Harvard Law School, where he earned
a master of laws degree in 1977. The
following year, he joined the faculty of
SMU Dedman School of Law, teaching
professional ethics, criminal law,
evidence, trial advocacy, and criminal
procedure. He chaired the Dallas Bar
Association’s Ethics Committee and,
for 15 years, was an examiner for the
Texas Board of Legal Specialization.
Moss, now 75, said he rarely gave his
Army medal a thought in the decades
after the war.
“Then someone told me that if I got a
specialty license plate showing I was a
Bronze Star winner, I could park for
free at D/FW Airport,” he said. “That’s
a useful perk. So I got the license
plate.”
What lessons did he learn from his
time in the military?
“I learned how to walk real fast,” Moss
said. “Officers are not supposed to run
in the Army unless ordered to do so.
Apparently, it is conduct unbecoming
of an officer.”
On a somber note, he added: “The
lesson that has stuck with me after
Vietnam – after seeing the absurd
and totally needless waste of life and
money, for purposes that were
consistently lied about by four
presidents – is a deep skepticism
about any claim that we need to
fight in some foreign land. I do
not trust our government to be
straight with us about any
alleged justifications for doing so.
“When will we ever learn?
When, indeed!”

20

S M U D E D M A N S C H O O L O F L AW

|

THE QUAD

2018
DISTINGUISHED
ALUMNI
Law Alumni Association
AWARD
LUCK, FAITH, HARD WORK,
RECIPIENTS

The Mustang Bar

and GIVING BACK

T

o whom much is given, much
is expected. This theme rang
loudly through the pavilion at
the Belo Mansion as seven
prominent
and
highly
successful alumni of SMU Dedman School
of Law took to the podium this spring to
accept the Distinguished Alumni Award.
Each graduate has achieved great accomplishments. They all are highly respected
lawyers who have climbed to the top of the
legal profession and are viewed as pillars of
the community.
One by one, they thanked their families,
their professors and the law school for their
successes. Each one expressed tremendous
gratitude for the honor.
Although they have achieved success in different ways, they all spoke about the critical
importance of serving others through
pro bono work. They challenged the 400
lawyers, dignitaries and supporters in attendance to show compassion for those who
have fallen on hard times.

blessed with good luck, but that everyone
needs to recognize that their “success is not
completely deserved and that the failures of
others are not completely deserved either.”
John K. Pierre ’05, who was honored with
the Distinguished Alumni Award for
Academic Service, said that his success was
only possible because of the sacrifice of
others who directly intervened in his life
and gave him a hand when he needed it
most.
“I was an altar boy for 11 years,” he said. “I
would not be here if God had not blessed
me.”
In introducing the 2018 Distinguished
Alumni Award recipients, SMU Dedman
Law Dean Jennifer Collins said the seven
did much more than talk about giving back
– they each had demonstrated their devotion
to our society and the law profession.
“This group of extremely distinguished
alumni walked the walk,” Dean Collins
said. “They are tremendous role models for
our students and young alumni.”

“There are a lot of people who cannot afford
legal representation. It is important for
lawyers to connect with the human side of
law by devoting time and resources to
pro bono work,” said Mark Kelly ’81,
Chairman of Vinson & Elkins and the recipient of the 2018 Distinguished Alumni
Award for Private Practice.

Dozens of prominent community members,
lawyers, judges and corporate general
counsel attended the ceremony, including
SMU President Gerald R. Turner, SMU
Board Chairman Robert Dedman, Jr. ’84 and
Lennox International Chief Legal Officer
John Torres.

Former PepsiCo, Inc. Senior Vice President
and Managing Attorney Clay G. Small ’75,
who received the Distinguished Alumni
Award for Corporate Service, told a packed
room at the Belo Mansion that they were

Several past Distinguished Alumni Award
honorees also were there, including U.S.
District Chief Judge Barbara Lynn ’76 of the
Northern District of Texas, Texas District
Judge Tonya Parker ’98, former Texas
Supreme Court Justice Craig Enoch J.D. ’75,

LL.M. ’92, former Mobil Oil General
Counsel Forrest Smith J.D. ’57, LL.M. ’63,
and Walt Humann ’67, prominent businessman, public servant and the “father of
DART.”
Michael W. Waters ’02, ’06, ’12, 2015 SMU
Distinguished Alumni Emerging Leader
Award Recipient, SMU Perkins School of
Theology Executive Board Member,
Founding Pastor of Joy Tabernacle A.M.E.
Church, and spouse of SMU Dedman Law
alumna Yulise R. Waters ’08, gave the
invocation.
Dean Collins said the objective of the
Distinguished Alumni Award is to bring
attention to SMU Law graduates who truly
represent the values of the law school and
demonstrate the impact that the law school
has had on their lives and careers.
More than 150 prominent leaders of the
legal profession and business community
have been recipients of SMU Dedman’s
Distinguished Alumni Award, including
Haynes and Boone Co-founder and Partner
Mike Boone ’67, Director of the Office of
Welcoming Communities and Immigrant
Affairs Liz Cedillo-Pereira ’99, former White
House Legal Counsel Harriet Miers ’70,
municipal bond giant Ray Hutchison ’59,
Texas Supreme Court Chief Justice Nathan
Hecht ’74, renowned Houston criminal
defense attorney Rusty Hardin ’75, Dr
Pepper Snapple Group General Counsel Jim
Baldwin ’86 and legendary former AT&T
General Counsel Wayne Watts ’80.
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T. MARK KELLY ’81
Distinguished Alumni Award
for Private Practice
As the Chairman of Vinson & Elkins, Kelly
leads the Houston-based law firm’s 650 lawyers
in 15 offices across three continents. Widely
regarded as one of the leading energy law firms
in the world, V&E has achieved record revenues
and profits during Kelly’s tenure as chair.
Known in part for its corporate transactional
practice, V&E has represented more than 500
Texas businesses involved in mergers,
acquisitions and joint ventures with a combined
value of $518 billion since 2010 – 20 percent
more than any other law firm.
“I’m in my 37th year at Vinson & Elkins, a firm
that I truly love,” Kelly said. “I selected V&E
because I thought if I surrounded myself with
really gifted people, some of it would rub off on
me and I could perhaps strive to be a great
lawyer.”
Born in Houston to a family
knee-deep in the oil patch,
Kelly is one of four children.
He attended high school in
Anchorage, Alaska, where his
grandfather owned one of the
first independent private oil
exploration and production
companies in the 1950s.
After receiving his bachelor’s
degree from Texas A&M
University in 1978, Kelly attended law school
at SMU Dedman Law, where he served as
editor of the SMU Law Review.
In 1981, Kelly joined V&E in Houston, where
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he has been part of its capital markets
practice.
“My dad at age 86 years old still gives me words
of advice whether I want it or not,” Kelly said.
“But he did encourage me to attend law school
and become the family’s first lawyer. Others
thought I would continue in the oil business.”
Kelly is long-time legal counsel to several large
energy companies and he has been involved in
some of the largest and most important deals
in the oil patch. For example:

Thank you!

to the following firms and individuals
who sponsored the awards ceremony

PLATINUM
The Dedman Foundation
Edward B. Rust, Jr.

• In spring 2018, he represented Energy XXI
in its $2.3 billion acquisition of EPL Oil and
Gas, creating the largest publicly traded
independent oil and gas producer on the
Gulf of Mexico Shelf at the time;

Rusty Hardin & Associates, LLP

• He led the deal team representing Nuevo
Midstream in 2014 in its $1.5 billion sale
to Western Gas Partners; and

Haynes and Boone, LLP

• Concho Resources hired Kelly to be its lead
legal advisor representing the company in its
$1.65 billion purchase of Marbob Energy
in 2010.

PepsiCo, Inc.

“I think it is important to look
for opportunities and make
the most of them, such as
opportunities to go to a great
law school like SMU and be
lucky enough to have
professors invest in one’s
development,” Kelly said. “I
think it is important for one
to strive to be the best as a
lawyer, but also be mindful of giving back to
our communities through pro bono, civic, bar
and other endeavors to make this world a better
place.”
Kelly aggressively supports V&E’s diversity and
pro bono initiatives, including the firm’s
decision to create and match contributions for
a V&E Hurricane Harvey Relief Fund that
raised nearly $500,000 for Houston area
victims and city restoration projects.
“I thank SMU Law School for playing an instrumental role in starting me down a path of
success,” Kelly said when accepting the award.
“It is quite a momentous occasion for me. I’m
incredibly honored.”

Vinson & Elkins LLP

GOLD
Dallas CASA Board
Inverdale Capital Management
McGinnis Lochridge
Yum! Brands, Inc.

SILVER
Akin Gump Strauss Hauer & Feld LLP
Friends of Clarke and Clay
Clarke and Catherine Heidrick
Jackson Walker LLP
Kathleen and Michael LaValle
Robert E. and Suzanne Bolton Mellor
Thompson & Knight LLP
John and Melissa Torres

SAPPHIRE
Graves Dougherty Hearon & Moody, PC
Judge Tonya Parker
Gail and Bob Thomas
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KATHLEEN MCELROY
LAVALLE ’82
Distinguished Alumni Award
for Public Service

“I am so deeply touched,” LaValle said when
accepting the honor. “My husband Mike and I
married two months before I started law
school. His all-in, loving support over 39 years
of marriage made it possible for me to enjoy the
practice of law and take very meaningful career
risks.”
For three decades, LaValle represented
corporate clients in large dollar commercial
disputes and regulatory oversight matters. She
was a partner at three major corporate law
firms in Dallas, where she was a zealous
advocate for diversity hiring and pro bono
efforts.
Born in Washington, D.C., LaValle received her
bachelor’s degree in government and English
from the University of Notre Dame and then
went to law school at SMU Dedman Law, where
she graduated in 1982.
After clerking for Judge Robert
Madden Hill, U.S. District
Court, Northern District of
Texas, in 1982 and 1983,
LaValle joined the Dallas office
of Akin, Gump, Strauss, Hauer
& Feld, where she practiced
for a dozen years. She spent
six years as a partner at Cohan
Simpson before the firm
merged with Jackson Walker
in 2001.
Inspired by the dedication of the law school’s
faculty, LaValle became an adjunct professor for
SMU Dedman Law, where she taught several
procedure courses and legal writing. She also
invented the infamous two-pad

method that became a critical tool for legal
writing and instruction.
In 2003, LaValle became involved as a board
member with a non-profit children’s advocacy
organization called Dallas CASA, or Court
Appointed Special Advocates, which recruits,
trains and supervises community volunteers to
provide advocacy for children who have been
removed from their homes
because of abuse or neglect.
“It is a unique opportunity to
have my professional life
match directly to a cause this
profound,” said LaValle, who
served as board chair in 2006
and became executive director
and president of Dallas CASA
in 2014.
LaValle said that it is crucial
that abused and neglected children “have an
independent advocate looking out for their best
interests so that they will have safe, permanent
homes where they can thrive.”
Pioneer Natural Resources executive Mark Berg,
a past chair of the CASA board, said “Kathleen
is a great leader and she is exactly the person we
need as CASA grows so quickly to serve our
community,” Berg told The Texas Lawbook in
2014.
In the year following her transition to nonprofit
work, Dallas CASA’s board successfully completed a $37 million campaign to construct a
new headquarters and expand program capacity.

In 2017, Dallas CASA and its 1,313 volunteer
advocates served 3,118 children in foster care,
doubling the number of new children served
just five years ago. Now serving three out of
four Dallas County children in foster care,
Dallas CASA’s goal is to serve every child in
need.
“Our daughter, Stephanie, urged me to pursue
the role I now hold, even though when she was
a little girl, Stephanie actually wanted me to
become an omelet chef at our favorite Sunday
brunch spot, figuring that I would then only
work one morning a week,” said LaValle, who
also serves as a member of the Dallas County
Child Welfare Board, the Diocesan Review
Board and the Mayor’s Task Force on Poverty.
“Our son, Colin, was concerned when I was
applying for my current position at CASA about
whether I would need to read the files of the
child victims CASA serves,” she said. “Colin
had some inside information. I weep regularly
at reruns of ‘Little House on the Prairie.’ Even
the final scenes of ‘Iron Giant,’
a sleeper animated film about
the heroics of a robot, makes
me cry.” LaValle, President
and CEO, explained that
Dallas CASA volunteers and
supporters are the true heroes.
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PRESIDENT JINSUNG
LEE LL.M. ’88
Distinguished Global
Alumni Award
Jinsung Lee experienced an extraordinary 13
months. In March 2017, the Constitutional
Court of Korea, of which he was a member,
publicly announced the Court’s unanimous
decision to remove the nation’s president on
corruption charges. In November 2017,
South Korea’s National Assembly overwhelmingly confirmed Justice Lee to the
position of President of the Constitutional
Court of Korea, which is the nation’s highest
judicial body dedicated to
deciding major cases in
which citizens feel their constitutional rights have been
denied
and
resolving
disputes between governmental agencies. Three
months later, he appeared on
global television standing
beside new South Korean
President Moon Jae-in to
open the 2018 Winter
Olympics in Pyeongchang.
In April 2018, President Lee was in Dallas to
receive the Distinguished Global Alumni
Award from SMU Dedman School of Law.
Jinsung Lee is the oldest of four children. His
father was a career soldier and his mother was
a homemaker. Born in Busan, which is South
Korea’s largest port city, he graduated from the
prestigious Kyunggi High School in 1974.
Four years later, he graduated magna cum laude
from Seoul National University.
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President Lee passed the bar exam in 1977 and
then spent two years at the Judicial Research
and Training Institute earning an advanced
degree in the legal practices of trials,
prosecutors and lawyers. He was admitted to
practice law in 1980.
In 1983, he received his first appointment to
the bench when he was sworn in as a judge on
the Busan District Court, where he handled
civil disputes, criminal prosecutions, intellectual property disputes, fights and insolvency
cases.
The Supreme Court of Korea offered
then-District Court Judge Lee the opportunity to advance his legal education by
studying comparative international law at SMU Law.
His goal was to encounter a
diversity of people and
thought in order to gain a
better appreciation and
understanding of universal
constitutional values.
He received his LL.M. degree
from SMU Dedman Law in
1988.
“As a young Korean judge, I arrived in Dallas
three decades ago,” President Lee told those
attending the dinner. “Democracy was in its
infancy in the country I had just left, and
human rights were being compromised by
various state actions.
“Coming here, I was determined to
strengthen my grasp of international standards of human rights and justice and the
substantive rule of law. This is exactly what
the LL.M. program at SMU Dedman Law and
its faculty had to offer,” he said. “I was able to
return home with a deeper understanding of
the most valuable constitutional principles.

“Since my return to Korea, I have made every
effort to carry out justice and the rule of law
in each case I handled,” he said.
During the past 25 years, South Korean officials promoted President Lee more than a
dozen times to increasingly higher positions
of authority.
In 2012, political leaders appointed him to
the nine-member Constitutional Court.
President Lee is committed to creating a constitutional environment where the citizens
can exercise their basic human rights under
the umbrella of the Constitution without
facing any unreasonable discrimination.
President Lee also serves on the Association
of Asian Constitutional Courts and
Equivalent Institutions, which includes representatives of the highest courts in 16 Asian
nations.
“After 35 years serving as a judge and now
President of the Constitutional Court of
Korea, I am fulfilling my goal to realize these
constitutional values,” he said.
President Lee said he left SMU Dedman Law
with “precious lessons and wonderful
memories that have guided me throughout
my career.”
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JOHN K. PIERRE ’85
Distinguished Alumni Award
for Academic Service
For more than three decades, John Pierre has
been one of the most influential leaders of the legal
profession in Louisiana and
one of the most prominent
African-American legal educators in the South.
As a lawyer, he’s been involved
in some of the most important
civil rights and civil liberties
cases in Louisiana’s recent
history. In fact, he helped
finish a landmark case that a young lawyer
named Thurgood Marshall once handled. As a
member of the faculty at Southern University
Law Center in Baton Rouge for 18 years, he has
helped train hundreds of young legal minds.
As chancellor of the law school at the
historically black university, he has been able
to shape and grow the law program’s influence
and service to its community. One of his most
important objectives has been to maintain the
highest standards of academic quality and
operational integrity.
Pierre was born in Loreauville, Louisiana, as
one of seven siblings.
“I was blessed with great parents,” he said.
“Neither of them could read or write. These
were people who loved me and taught me so
much.”
For college, he received a bachelor’s degree in
accounting from Southern University in 1980.
Two years later, he obtained a master’s degree
in tax accounting from Texas

THE QUAD

Tech University. Drawn to SMU Dedman
Law’s comprehensive tax and commercial
curriculum, he enrolled at the law school and
worked in the tax clinic. He received his law
degree from SMU in 1985.
“I come from a small town
in southwest Louisiana and
the spirit of all those people
and all those ancestors who
did not have the opportunity to come to a great
world class institution like
SMU Dedman School of
Law, I stand on their shoulders. They are forever in
my life,” Pierre told those
attending the DAA dinner
and awards ceremony.
“I have three cousins with me tonight – Pat,
Suzie and Tilda,” he said. “When I was in law
school, I would go see my Aunt Lucy. Suzie
provided me great meals. She had a baby girl
named Angela at the time. And now, Angela is
one of my law students at Southern University
Center. Isn’t life great?”
Pierre served as a captain in the U.S. Army’s
JAG Corps before serving on the faculty at
Southern starting in 1990.
A prolific writer who has published numerous
articles on tax law, sales and contracts, real
estate, and commercial law, Pierre regularly
teaches multiple courses at the law school,
including classes on commercial lending, tax
law and desegregation law.
But Pierre has taken his experience beyond the
theoretical and academic.
For example, he served as co-counsel in a
landmark public school desegregation case
called Davis v. East Baton Rouge Parish School
Board. The case was originally filed in 1956 –
two years after the U.S. Supreme Court’s
decision in Brown v. Board of Education. The litigation over the two-tiered public school system
– one for white students and another inferior
set of schools for black students – was fiercely
fought for 55 years in the federal courts. One of
the original lawyers who worked on the case
was none other than Thurgood Marshall.
Pierre joined the litigation in 1996 and was
co-counsel for the NAACP legal team that

finally settled the case in 2003.
In 2005, he served as co-counsel for the
Lawyers’ Committee for Civil Rights Under
Law, which sued the Federal Emergency
Management Agency on behalf of Hurricane
Katrina evacuees to force the federal agency
to provide relief assistance and housing.
McWatters v. FEMA was the first post-Katrina
lawsuit to hold the federal government
accountable for its actions – or lack of
actions.
But Pierre’s greatest contribution has been his
commitment to legal education. For that, he
credits a handful of SMU Dedman Law professors, including former Dean Paul Rogers, the
late Joe McKnight, and Bill Dorsaneo.
During his time in leadership at Southern, he
increased enrollment at the law center by 75
percent over a seven-year period. He
established the center’s bankruptcy clinic and
its workers compensation clinic and increased
revenue by more than 50 percent to offset a
decrease in funding by the state.
“SMU provided me with great opportunities,”
he continued. “This year is the 50th
anniversary of Martin Luther King Jr.’s
assassination. He talked about an America that
would judge people by the content of their
character and not the color of their skin. Paul
Rogers and the whole SMU law school judged
me by the content of my character and that
made all the difference in the world. They
taught me how to be a great legal educator.”
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HOPE SHIMABUKU ’05
Distinguished Alumni Award
for Government Service
Hope Shimabuku grew up in Clear Lake,
about 15 minutes away from Space Center
Houston. As a kid, she was all about
astronauts. Her mother had worked as a
programmer on the Apollo program for the
National
Aeronautics
and
Space
Administration. In the 1980s, space shuttles
returning to earth circled in the sky above
her elementary school. Shimabuku and other
students stood in the backyard of the school
to wave as astronauts descended to earth.
“I just thought that was the coolest thing,”
she said. “I thought all kids had astronauts
visiting their school.”
In January 2015, Shimabuku left a prominent
corporate in-house legal department position
to open the new Texas Regional Office of the
United States Patent and Trademark Office as
its first director.
Widely recognized as a
leading expert in intellectual
property law, Shimabuku
oversees
the
federal
government’s efforts to
promote innovation and
stimulate the economy by
connecting inventors and
entrepreneurs to government resources. She is in
charge of USPTO’s outreach
across eight states and leads more than 150
employees, including professional patent and
trademark examiners and trial and appellate
board judges. She has led more than 500 IP
education outreach events to more than
36,000 stakeholders.
In April, SMU Dedman Law recognized
Shimabuku’s tremendous success by
honoring her with the Distinguished Alumni
Award for Government Service.
Shimabuku comes from a family that has
excelled in math and science. Her father was
an engineer in oilfield services who worked
for the former M.W. Kellogg (which later
become Dresser), then part of General
Electric, before running his own consulting

firm. Shimabuku graduated from UT Austin
with a degree in mechanical engineering.
After college, she worked at consumer
products giant Proctor & Gamble as a quality
manager and then at Dell Computers as a
project manager.
In 2002, Hope entered SMU
Dedman Law, where she was
passionate about the work of
the Civil Clinic. Under the
guidance of professors Mary
Spector
and
Maureen
Armour ’81, she was able to
advise and represent clients
at trial, which instilled in
her an understanding of how
rewarding a career in the law would be.
When she began law school, it was obvious
that intellectual property was a natural fit for
her.
“Technology has always been one of my
passions,” Shimabuku said. “I chose my
career in IP so that I could use my backback
ground and apply it.”
After graduating from SMU with her law
degree in 2005, Shimabuku worked as an
associate in the Dallas offices of Yee &
Associates and then for Munsch Hardt Kopf
& Harr.
In 2009, she took a job as in-house counsel at
the Irving office of smartphone maker
BlackBerry, which was called Research in

Motion at the time. She later accepted a job
as vice president and corporate counsel at
Xerox Business Services in Dallas.
Shimabuku is part of SMU Dedman Law’s
Emerging Leader Board and is a mentor in
the Mustang Exchange Program. She is past
president of the Dallas Asian-American Bar
Association and served as the first AsianAmerican Chair of the State Bar of Texas
Intellectual Property Section.
“I thank my wonderful husband Guy, who
repeatedly reminds me that he paid for my
law school education,” she told those
attending the award’s event. “To law students,
I want to give you a word of encouragement.
When I was sitting there, I actually dreamed
of one day being up here as a Distinguished
Alumna.”
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CLAY G. SMALL ’75
Distinguished Alumni Award
for Corporate Service
Clay G. Small, recipient of SMU Dedman Law’s
Distinguished Alumni Award for Corporate
Service, believes he is a lucky man. In fact, his
family has a saying when something good goes
their way. They call it “the luck of the Clay.”
Small was born and raised in and around New
York City. He went to college at Ohio Wesleyan
University, where he was a two-time AllAmerican soccer star. When he graduated in
1972 with a degree in English, the Dallas
Tornado soccer team drafted him to play for
them.

associate at White & Case on Wall Street.

“What I want to talk about tonight is sheer good
luck and the role sheer good luck plays in every
one of our lives,” Small told those attending the
law school dinner honoring the 2018 DAA
recipients. “There are a lot of lucky people sitting
in this room. I was a mediocre college student. I
had one talent and that talent allowed me to be
drafted by the Dallas Tornado.

In 1981, he joined PepsiCo, Inc. as a staff
attorney where in 1984 he was promoted to
vice president and division counsel. In that
position, he negotiated numerous celebrity
advertising and marketing agreements
involving Michael Jackson, Tina Turner, David
Bowie, Glen Frey, George Michael, Genesis,
Rush, and Andrew Lloyd Webber.

“I was at practice one day and
the owner of the team, who
happened to be Lamar Hunt,
said he wanted to speak with
me,” he said.
“Clay, what do you want to do
with the rest of your life?” Hunt
asked.
“Translation: You are getting
cut,” Small told the awards
dinner audience. “I said, in a kneejerk reaction, I
would like to go to law school.”
“Would you like to go to SMU Law School?”
Hunt inquired.
“Totally unqualified for admission, I said ‘sure’,”
Small said.
The very next day, Small was in the admissions
office at SMU Dedman Law applying and getting
admitted.
“I want to assure you, Dean Collins, that I took
the LSAT … eventually,” he said.
Small was an editor of the Journal of Air Law and
Commerce and a member of the Barristers.
Following graduation in 1975, Small became an

In 1987, PepsiCo moved
Small to Wichita, Kansas,
where he served as general
counsel of Pizza Hut, Inc. In
1990, he and his team
negotiated Pizza Hut’s 20-year
Franchise Agreement. In
1996, he also became the
general counsel of Kentucky
Fried Chicken.
PepsiCo named Small general counsel of
Frito-Lay World-Wide in 1997. In that same
year he led the team that, in the face of significant government antitrust opposition,
navigated the purchase of Australia’s number
one snack food producer by Frito-Lay, then
the second largest competitor in the market.
In 2002, Small became a member of The
Pepsi-Cola Bottling Group, Inc. Board of
Directors. In 2003, he was named PepsiCo,
Inc.’s Senior Vice President and Managing
Attorney where he was responsible for the
company’s global law department. He oversaw
a legal team of more than 1,000 lawyers and
staff.

Small retired from PepsiCo in 2012. He is a
member of the board of directors of Falcon
Steel America, Inc. and Monster Moto, Inc.,
and a member of the Baylor Scott & White
Foundation. He also teaches courses at SMU’s
Cox School of Business, VU University in
Amsterdam and ESADE in Barcelona. His first
novel, Heels Over Head, was published in
2017, garnering rave reviews.
In accepting his award, Small thanked his
professors, his wife of 45 years, Ellen, and his
family for their support.
Small pointed to a speech that Chief Justice
Roberts gave at a recent graduation ceremony.
“I wish you bad luck from time to time so that
you will be conscious of the role of chance
and understand that your success is not
completely deserved, and that the failures of
others are not completely deserved either,”
the chief justice told the students.
“I have had the luckiest life,” Small said. “I
wish everyone good luck, but also the wisdom
to understand that not everyone is so blessed.”
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CLARKE HEIDRICK ’75
Charles O. Galvin Award for
Extraordinary Service
The final honor handed out by SMU Dedman
Law in 2018 was the Charles O. Galvin Award
for Extraordinary Service. Dean Galvin was
one of the longest serving law deans in SMU
history, holding the position from 1963 to
1978.
“Dean Galvin literally changed the landscape,”
Dean Collins said. “He oversaw the completion of the Law Quad, building of the
Underwood Law Library, and establishment of
the William Hawley Atwell Chair of
Constitutional Law, which was SMU’s first
endowed chair. He served in the U.S. Navy as
a lieutenant commander in the Pacific Theater
during World War II.”
Only nine people have been honored with the
Galvin Award since its
creation in 1999. Past recipients
include
E.
Ray
Hutchison ’59, a municipal
bond lawyer whose work led
to the building of DFW
International Airport, the
Dallas Area Rapid Transit
Authority and nearly every
major sports facility in North
Texas, and legendary Dallas
trial lawyer Darrell Jordan ’64, who is widely
recognized as a Lion of the Texas Bar.
Now there is a 10th recipient: Clarke
Heidrick ’75.
Born in Austin, Texas, in 1949, Heidrick
attended Austin public schools through junior
high school and then graduated from high
school at St. Stephen’s Episcopal School in
Austin. He studied philosophy at Vanderbilt
University. While a student, he coached a
YMCA tackle football team of 12 year olds,
which was the first racially integrated sports
team in the city, and led them to a city
championship.
Heidrick received his law degree in 1975 from
SMU Dedman School of Law, where he served
as editor of the Journal of Air Law and Commerce.
His first lawyer job was in the litigation department at Thompson & Knight in Dallas. In 1977,
he moved back home to Austin, where he
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joined Graves Dougherty Hearon & Moody
and started the firm’s business transactional
practice. In April 2018, Heidrick joined
McGinnis Lochridge in Austin as a partner.
“Clarke is a visionary public servant who
exemplifies the spirit of virtuous leadership
and a lifelong commitment to improving the
quality of life for central Texans,” Dean Collins
said. “Clarke has engaged in a variety of civic
activities, including work in the fields of
economic development, healthcare, education,
transportation and affordable housing.” In fact,
Heidrick has been called the “Walt Humann of
Austin,” a nod to SMU Dedman Law alumnus
and former Chairman of Hunt Oil who is the
visionary behind such civic feats as the Dallas
Area Rapid Transit system.
Heidrick served as chair of the board at the nonprofit Shivers Cancer Centers, where he
oversaw the sale of the centers to the Seton
Healthcare System. The proceeds were used to
create the Shivers Cancer
Foundation,
which
has
provided millions of dollars in
funding for the benefit of
uninsured cancer patients and
helped to fund construction of
the new Dell Seton teaching
hospital.
In 2002, Heidrick worked to
create a hospital district in
Travis County for the purpose of providing
healthcare to the poor and uninsured. He was a
key advocate in obtaining legislation enabling
an election to create the hospital district. He
chaired the successful election campaign in
2004 and served as the first chair of the board of
the Travis County Hospital District (now
known as “Central Health”).
Recognizing that academic medicine could be
an important asset in providing healthcare to
unfunded patients, Heidrick worked to establish an arrangement among the University of
Texas, Central Health, business and civic leaders
and the Seton Healthcare Family to establish
Dell Medical School at the University of Texas.
It has been projected that, over time, Dell
Medical School will create 20,000 new jobs and
$2 billion in economic activity.

As Chairman of the Austin Chamber of
Commerce, Heidrick worked to recruit Apple to
locate its largest operation outside of Silicon
Valley in Central Texas – a move that, so far,
created more than 6,000 new jobs in the region.
“I want to thank the person most important in
my life – my wife of 36 years, Catherine,”
Heidrick said when accepting the award.
“It is an honor to receive an award in the name
of Dean Galvin,” he said. “Dean Galvin was a
wonderful dean who raised a lot of money, built
critical infrastructure, and brought a wonderful
faculty to this law school. He also provided
great service to his country and his community.
He fought in WWII as a Naval officer and was
an advocate for desegregation in Dallas independent schools. Dean Galvin was a great man
and a great servant leader for this university.”
Heidrick also expressed appreciation that his
“hero” Walt Humann ’67 was in attendance to
see him receive the Galvin Award.
“Walter Humann is a former DAA recipient
who has really been a role model for me and he
is here tonight,” Heidrick said. “He optimizes
what a public servant is. Mr. Humann, I thank
you for all you have done in Dallas and the
inspiration you have been for many others who
look up to you.”
The torch has passed from one generation of
great leaders to the next, and much is expected.
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Tax Reform Talk CLE: An Insider’s Look at
the Law’s Drafting and Impact
professor – Christopher Hanna, who helped
craft the tax bill as a senior adviser to the
U.S. Senate Finance Committee – discussed
the landmark legislation in a February 7
presentation at SMU.
In their hour-long talk, the two professors
provided a rare experts’ glimpse into
Washington politics and policymaking.
The Tax Cuts and Jobs Act of 2017,
championed by congressional Republicans and
signed into law by President Donald Trump on
December 22, promises nearly $1.5 trillion in
tax savings for U.S. businesses and families
over the next decade.
Professor Christopher H. Hanna,
Senior Policy Advisor on Tax Reform
to the U.S. Senate Finance Committee

T

here are questions aplenty about the
sweeping tax reforms enacted by
Congress in December.
But Orly Mazur, an assistant professor at SMU
Dedman School of Law, says this much is
certain:
“If you’re a tax attorney, you’re going to be
very, very busy.”
Mazur and a fellow Dedman School of Law

“It’s been more than 30 years since we’ve seen
such big changes to the tax code,” Mazur said.
More than 300 people – lawyers, accountants,
faculty members, SMU Law students and
others – packed the Martha Proctor Mack
Grand Ballroom in Umphrey Lee Center to
hear Hanna and Mazur.
Jennifer Collins, Dean of SMU Dedman School
of Law, said the robust turnout was a compliment to the speakers’ stature.
“Professors Hanna and Mazur are both
beloved, award-winning teachers, so we were
not surprised that so many students and alums
were eager to hear their comments on this very
significant piece of legislation,” she said.

A core pledge of Trump’s presidential
campaign – and a longtime ambition of
congressional Republicans – was to cut federal
taxes dramatically.
The new law does that, slashing the corporate
tax rate to 21 percent from 35 percent – the
largest reduction in U.S. history. There are also
tax breaks for partnerships, limited liability
companies, sole proprietorships, and other
business entities.
The law expands child tax credits for
lower-income and working-class families,
and changes several familiar deductions on
individual returns. It narrows the applicability
of the estate tax by doubling, to $22 million,
the amount a couple can pass on tax free to
heirs.
In addition, there are provisions intended to
bring back billions of dollars stashed overseas
by multinational companies that do business
in the United States, but pay their taxes in
countries with gentler rates.
At 35 percent, the U.S. corporate rate was the
highest in the developed world. That, Hanna
said, was “ridiculous” and “absurd.”
“Essentially, U.S. corporations become foreign
corporations,” he said. “That cash is trapped
offshore. You’re not going to get it back if it’s
taxed at 35 percent.”

S M U D E D M A N S C H O O L O F L AW
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From the beginning, he said, the Republicans’
push for tax reform was “driven on the
corporate side.” Nonetheless, two-thirds of the
savings in the new law goes to individuals, not
corporations (although the individual cuts,
unlike the corporate ones, are temporary,
expiring after eight years).

class. Before that, she worked as a certified
public accountant at PricewaterhouseCoopers
(now known as PwC), specializing in international taxation.
She cautioned that there’s still “a lot of
uncertainty” about the new law.

“President Trump drew two lines in the sand,”
Hanna said. “The President said we had to
get the corporate rate down to 20 percent.
[It wound up at 21.] And there had to be a
middle-class tax cut.”

It’s huge – 503 pages in the final printing –
and it was put together at what is, for
Congress, lightning speed: The original version
was introduced in early November. Seven
weeks later, the final version was on the
President’s desk.

As a Senior Adviser to the Senate Finance
Committee, Hanna sat in on negotiations
between Republican congressional leaders and
the White House.

Many of its provisions – especially some related
to international taxation – “are really complex”
she said.

Hanna, SMU Dedman Law’s Alan D. Feld
Endowed Professor of Law and Altshuler
Distinguished Teaching Professor, brought
years of Washington experience to the job. A
former tax attorney with Steptoe & Johnson,
he previously served as a legal adviser and
consultant to the congressional Joint
Committee on Taxation.
“How historic for the law school. Our own
Professor Christopher Hanna was on the front
lines of drafting the most significant tax
legislation in decades,” said Abby Ruth ’06,
SMU Dedman Law’s Director of Alumni
Relations.
She said the law school was eager to host the
tax talk because, “we wanted to share his
insights, as well as those of our prominent tax
scholar Orly Mazur, with our alumni and
community.”
Mazur earned her law degree from SMU
Dedman Law in 2008, finishing first in her
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“We have yet to see how they will all play out.”

Professor Orly Mazur

“ I T ’ S B E E N OV E R 3 0 Y E A R S S I N C E W E ’ V E S E E N
S U C H B I G C H A N G E S TO T H E TA X CO D E .”

Critics of the measure – no Democrat voted for
it in the House or Senate – say it’s stacked in
favor of business and the ultra-rich. Some
worry that the loss of so much tax revenue will
give Republicans a justification to pursue deep
cuts in social spending.
Trump and other Republicans argue that
cutting business taxes encourages economic
growth, which creates jobs, which generates
new tax revenues. This cycle of prosperity, they
say, will offset at least some of the government’s
$1.5 trillion loss.
“It doesn’t pay for itself,” Hanna said. “But it
pays partially for itself.”

One way or another, the new law will touch
everyone. Moving a trillion bucks or so out of
the Treasury and into private hands could
influence everything from unemployment rates
to consumer spending, from stock prices to
interest rates, from the cost of buying a house
to the cost of health insurance.
“We are definitely all being affected,” Mazur
said.
Including tax attorneys.
On March 7, Professor Hanna traveled to
Houston to give the CLE presentation to SMU
Law alumni in Houston.
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It was another great year!
We enjoyed catching up with
more than 4,000 alumni
and friends at numerous
Mustang Bar networking and
educational events.

CONNECT. EDUC
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MARK YOUR
CALENDARS!
September 6, 2018
Irving L. Goldberg Endowed Lecture
featuring James Forman Jr.,
Professor of Law, Yale Law School
and Pulitzer Prize Winner
September 12, 2018
North Texas Alumni Happy Hour - Plano
September 26, 2018
CLE: Future of the Texas Jury
September 29, 2018
Law Tailgate: SMU vs. Houston Baptist
(SMU Family Weekend)
October 8–12, 2018
Alumni Receptions in Asia
November 2, 2018
Class Reunions for 3s and 8s
November 3, 2018
Law Tailgate: SMU vs. University of Houston
(Homecoming and Reunion Weekend)
November 13, 2018
New York City Alumni Happy Hour
November 14, 2018
Washington, D.C. Alumni Happy Hour
January 26, 2019
Fort Worth Alumni Happy Hour
March 1, 2019
APIL Auction
April 10, 2019
Distinguished Alumni Awards
June 13, 2019
State Bar Annual Meeting
Reception - Austin

STAY TUNED FOR
MORE EVENTS!

CATE. ENGAGE.
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NETWORKING

FALL 2017
August 10, 2017
New York City Alumni Happy Hour
September 23, 2017
Law Alumni Tailgate
(SMU Family Weekend)
October 10, 2017
San Antonio Alumni Reception
October 25, 2017
Chicago Alumni Happy Hour
November 3, 2017
Reunion 2s and 7s
November 4, 2017
Law Alumni Reunion Tailgate
(Homecoming Weekend)

CONNECT.

THE QUAD
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CONNECT.
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NETWORKING

SPRING 2018
January 25, 2018
SMU Dedman Law & Cox Business
Alumni Basketball Watching Party
February 6, 2018
Fort Worth Alumni Happy Hour
March 5, 2018
Judicial Reception Honoring
Fifth Circuit and Northern District
of Texas Judges
April 11, 2018
Distinguished Alumni Awards
June 13, 2018
SMU Dedman Law Night
at Bar None
June 21, 2018
State Bar Annual Meeting
Reception - Houston

36
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SYMPOSIA + CLE

EDUCATE

September 29, 2017
14th Annual IP Symposium
on Emerging Intellectual Property Issues:
The Value of Intellectual Property
October 18, 2017
CLE: An Evening with Legendary Supreme
Court Journalist Tony Mauro: “The Supreme
Court Sequel” Panel Discussion including
SMU Professor Lackland H. Bloom, Jr.
November 3, 2017
Reunion CLEs
Professor James Coleman
“Investment & Risk in Energy Transport:
Market & Policy Transformations”
Professor Joanna Grossman
“The Mother of All Questions:
Who is a Parent?”
October 20, 2017
25th Annual Corporate Counsel Symposium
February 7 & March 7, 2018
Tax Reform Talk CLE: “An Insider’s Look
at the Law’s Drafting and Its Impact”
Professors Christopher Hanna and
Orly Mazur; Dallas and Houston
February 22, 2018
Last Lecture – Retiring Professor Linda Eads
March 1, 2018
Corporate Directors’ Institute
March 5 & 6, 2018
United States Court of Appeals
for the Fifth Circuit Hears
Oral Arguments at SMU Law
April 5 & 6, 2018
52nd Annual Air Law Symposium
July 11-18, 2018
Lutie A. Lytle Black Women Law
Faculty Workshop and Writing Retreat

EDUCATE.

THE QUAD
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ALUMNI + STUDENTS

ENGAGE

August 24, 2017
Alumni Lunch – Student Orientation
September 5, 2017
Haynes and Boone, LLP Inns of Court
Welcome Reception
*September 13, 2017
Judge Brett Kavanaugh, U.S. Court of
Appeals for the D.C. Circuit
October 2, 2017
Law School Advice – Community Fellows
*October 12, 2017
Joe Foran ’77, Founder, Chairman, CEO
and Secretary, Matador Resources Co.
January 23, 2018
Harriet Miers ’70, Texas Legal Legend
February 14, 2018
Big Hearts Donor Breakfast
February 26, 2018
Real World Advice, Community Fellows
*February 27, 2018
Angela Braly ’85, Former Wellpoint
President and CEO
March 2, 2018
50th Anniversary Celebration of the
Hatton W. Sumners Scholarship
March 5 & 6, 2018
Conversation with the Court –
Fifth Circuit Judges Panel
March 8, 2018
Mustangs Give Back Day
March 23, 2018
11th Annual APIL Auction
March 26, 2018
Lynn Pinker Cox & Hurst Moot Court
April 5, 2018
Inns of Court Olympics

ENGAGE.

April 9 – 11, 2018
Jackson Walker Moot Court
April 12, 2018
Jinsung Lee ’88, President of
the Constitutional Court of Korea

*“A CONVERSATION WITH
THE DEAN” SERIES
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The Mustang Bar

Law Alumni Associatio

A LEGACY OF

IMPACT
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$4 Million Combined Gift
Creates Robert B. Rowling Center
for Business Law and Leadership

C

ombined gifts of $4 million will create the
new Robert B. Rowling Center for Business
Law and Leadership at SMU Dedman School of
Law to train the next generation of prominent
legal and business leaders and influence national
conversations surrounding business and
corporate law.
At the request of an anonymous donor who
bestowed the lead gift of $3 million, the Center

Jennifer Collins, Judge James Noel Dean of
Dedman School of Law. “This Center will
enhance the education we provide to our
students by ensuring that graduates have the
commitment to ethical leadership, entrepreneurial spirit, and business acumen they need to
navigate the rapidly evolving employment
landscape. It also will position the law school as
a thought leader on questions related to

T H E C E N T E R W I L L T R A I N L AW S T U D E N T S I N C R I T I C A L
AREAS OF BUSINESS AND POSITION THEM WELL
F O R F U T U R E C A R E E R S U CC E S S .

is being named in honor of Dallas businessman
Robert B. Rowling ’79.
In addition, the Dedman Foundation contributed $1 million to the Center, which will launch
in the fall.
Rowling is the owner and chairman of TRT
Holdings, Inc., which is the holding company
for Omni Hotels & Resorts as well as Gold’s
Gym International. He received an undergraduate degree in business before graduating from
SMU’s Dedman School of Law.
“I am honored to have my name associated with
this Center for several reasons,” Rowling said.
“Dedman Law is my alma mater, of course, and I
know from personal experience that a law
degree is very useful in business. The Center’s
emphasis on business law and leadership will
train law students in critical areas of business
and position them well for future career
success.”
“The Rowling Center for Business Law and
Leadership is an extraordinarily good fit for us,
and a natural progression for Dedman Law,” said

corporate law and leadership and provide us
with new opportunities to engage our alumni
and the broader legal and business community.
We are profoundly grateful to our lead donor, to
the Dedman family, and of course, to Mr.
Rowling for helping us transform our vision of a
business law center into a reality.”
Collins said the search would now begin for a
Center director with the practical experience and
professional connections to make the Rowling
Center immediately impactful.
In addition to hosting seminars, conferences and
symposia focused on stimulating new developments in business and corporate law and policy,
the Center will house and coordinate established
programming such as Dedman Law’s Corporate
Counsel Symposium, Corporate Counsel
Externship program and Corporate Directors’
Institute.

!
u
yo

Coverage in The Dallas Morning News on May 19
noted that the Rowling Center joins the Tsai
Center for Law, Science and Innovation and the
Deason Criminal Justice Reform Center as SMU
Law’s third academic center.

CO N T I N U I N G
A L E G AC Y O F
PROFESSIONALISM
A N D S E RV I C E TO T H E
CO M M U N I T Y

Bridge &
Armour
Scholarship
Fund

T

he Class of 2017 created a student
scholarship as a permanent tribute to
two beloved professors, and generous SMU
Law alumni and supporters stepped in to
complete the circle of giving.
The Bridge & Armour Scholarship Fund
honoring Professors Emeriti Bill Bridge and
Maureen Armour ’81 has been fully
endowed, including operational funding,
enabling Dedman Law to start awarding
scholarships to
deserving students
in fall 2018.
The fund drive
truly was a labor
of love by alumni,
parents, student
groups, and faculty and
staff to cement the legacy of the two
distinguished educators and scholars. A
total of 194 individuals contributed with
gifts of all sizes. For example, the Student
Bar Association raised $8,000 with its
annual crawfish boil and other initiatives.
Several alumni also helped the effort by
issuing fundraising challenges to their
classmates.
“Thanks to the generosity of our SMU Law
community, student scholarship recipients
can carry on the professionalism and
dedication to the community that
Professors Bridge and Armour exemplified,”
Dean Jennifer Collins said.
We are so grateful to the donors for their
commitment to supporting our students in
this lasting and meaningful way.
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A N N I V E R S A RY P R E S E N T S G O L D E N
O P P O R T U N I T Y TO B U I L D O N A L E G AC Y

S H A R P E N I N G S M U L AW ’ S
CO M P E T I T I V E E D G E

Celebrating 50 Years
of the Sumners Scholarship

New Gifts

T

his year marks the 50th anniversary of the
Hatton W. Sumners Scholarship program. To
celebrate this milestone year, SMU Law has
joined forces with the Sumners Foundation to
fortify the program’s foundational resources.
Through the years, students’ escalating financial
needs have outpaced the original generous gift.
SMU Law currently funds 60 percent of the cost
of each scholarship. A drive to increase the
endowment and secure the program’s future aims
to raise a total of $450,000 by year’s end. The
Sumners Foundation will contribute $1 for every
$2 donated by alumni and supporters to the
scholarship fund, up to $150,000.

SMU Law’s goal is to raise $300,000
by December 31, 2018, to earn the
full match from the Foundation.
Over the past five decades, more than 200
outstanding students have benefited from the
merit-based award. Sumner Scholars alumni
have had a profound impact in their communities and on the legal profession, and they have
rallied to ensure that SMU continues to attract
academically gifted students destined to join
their ranks.
Among those loyal alumni is Joseph Wm. Foran
’77, Chairman of the Board and Chief Executive
Officer of Matador
Resources
Company,
who

continued his contributions to pay forward the
support he once received as a Sumners Scholar.
His $100,000 lead gift in memory of former
Hatton W. Sumners Foundation Board of Trustees
Chairman Jimmie Thompson and his wife,
Dorothy Thompson, casts a strong vote of
confidence in the program’s significance and
recognizes the Thompsons for their service and
generosity to SMU and the law school. “The
Sumners Program made it possible for many of us
to attend SMU and to belong to one of the great
law scholarship programs in the country. I would
simply like to see the program continue to draw
great young legal minds to SMU,” Foran said.
Another Sumner Scholars alumnus, the
Honorable Nathan L. Hecht ’74, Chief Justice of
the Supreme Court of Texas, expresses similar
conviction about the scholarship program’s
significance. “The belief that a solid legal
education and civic responsibility work hand-inhand to strengthen our nation rings as true today
as it did when the Sumners Foundation launched
the scholarship program,” said Chief Justice
Hecht, who served as the keynote speaker at the
Sumners Scholarship 50th anniversary celebration
on March 2nd.
For recent recipient Penelope Shumway ’18, the
opportunities afforded by the scholarship have
been transformational. “The Sumners Scholarship
has played a defining role in my life – academically, professionally, and personally,” she said. “The
Foundation’s emphasis on building a network of
attorneys committed to public service is something that I will value and continue to pursue
throughout my career. It is this network of
Sumners Scholars, past and present, that has
been the most influential aspect of the
scholarship for me.”
We are grateful to our alumni who have
stepped up to support this worthy effort,
but we still need your help. Visit SMU.
edu/Sumners to contribute to a healthy
future for the Sumners Scholarship.

FOR MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT:
Anne Beard
Director of Development

W

e are deeply grateful for gifts that
address vital funding priorities
while elevating SMU Law’s profile in an
increasingly competitive environment.
Externship and mentorship programs
fueled by donor contributions to the
SMU Fund for Dedman Law and
endowed scholarships created by
generous giving enhance SMU Law’s
ability to recruit and retain the best and
brightest prospects.

We hope you will be inspired by the
stories behind these new gifts that
position SMU Law for even greater
success in shaping the next generation of
lawyers and leaders.

JOHN H. MCELHANEY GIFT
SUPPORTS STUDENTS AND
SCHOOL’S PRESSING NEEDS
Distinguished trial lawyer John H.
McElhaney ’58 passed
away on January 27,
2018, but his lifelong
love of the law and
SMU will live on
through a generous
$143,000 gift he
made to SMU
Dedman School of Law.
The gift, made prior to his passing, will be
divided between the SMU Fund for Dedman
Law, which supports the school’s operational
priorities, and scholarships and student support.
A remembrance of McElhaney published
by The Dallas Morning News, noted his “twin
passions for defending journalists and his alma
mater, SMU.” His dedication to his clients was
legendary, and the 83-year-old lawyer worked
until approximately 18 months before he died
of natural causes at his Dallas home. Read more
about John McElhaney’s distinguished life on
page 80.

Phone: 214-768-4527
Email: agbeard@smu.edu

S M U D E D M A N S C H O O L O F L AW |

41

THE QUAD

FIRM MEMORIALIZES RESPECTED CAREER
WITH NEW SCHOLARSHIP
A $100,000 endowed scholarship has been established by the
partners of Weil, Gotshal & Manges LLP to honor their colleague
Stephen A. Youngman, who lost a courageous battle with cancer
on May 14, 2018.
Youngman earned his law degree from
SMU in 1985 and spent almost his entire
career at the law firm, which he joined in
1989. His practice was concentrated in
the area of business reorganizations and
debtors’ and creditors’ rights, with a focus
on the restructuring of companies in various
industries including retail, distribution and finance.
Those who knew him best appreciated his strength of character and
sense of humor. He is remembered as a respected attorney and caring
colleague who always made time to advise and support others.
Raised on his family’s farm in Bethany, Missouri, Youngman earned an
undergraduate degree in accounting from Northwest Missouri State
University in 1982. The Stephen C. Youngman Scholarship pays
tribute to his roots with a preference for students from Missouri or the
Midwest.
This new gift will pave the way for deserving students to prepare for
the type of challenging legal career that Youngman found so fulfilling
for almost three decades.

OPERATIONAL FUNDING LAUNCHES
BERENSON SCHOLARSHIP THIS FALL
As an SMU Law student, William K. Berenson ’79 sometimes
struggled to pay for school. He worked at law
firms after school and during summers and
was determined to follow his dream.
That experience inspired his $150,000
gift to establish the William K. Berenson
Endowed Scholarship. This gift includes
endowment, as well as operational funding
so the first award can be made immediately.
Berenson moved to Fort Worth after he graduated
and began his career in a large law firm. But he found himself drawn
to helping individuals and wanted to try cases, so he opened his own
law firm in 1982, Berenson Injury Law.
He is one of the top-rated lawyers in Fort Worth and has served on
the Texas Trial Lawyers Association board of directors for the past 12
years. He also serves on the boards of North Texas MADD and other
community organizations.
“The endowment gives me the opportunity to express my gratitude to
SMU Law School and the individuals that made my career possible,”
Berenson said. “I hope other Law School alumni will do the same”

P O N Y P OW E R

Powering Excellence
Thanks to the generosity of our alumni and friends, we continue to
provide our students with a rigorous academic foundation and unparalleled
opportunities for learning beyond the classroom, positioning them for
success after graduation in a rapidly changing environment.
We are so pleased to report that SMU Law exceeded our goal by raising
$2.3 million in the first year of Pony Power: Strengthening the Stampede, the
three-year initiative to advance yearly investments in the University. These
gifts for current use – including $450,000 for the SMU Fund for Dedman
Law – help us continue to recruit talented students and provide them with
an outstanding legal education.
The following are a few of the giving initiatives that had
an immediate impact on today’s students:
11 Dallas-area firms
The Law Firm
Challenge

198 donors
$161,000 raised
Thompson & Knight achieved
100% participation
14 classes (7s and 2s)

Reunion Giving

216 donors
$51,719 raised

Association of
Public Interest
Law (APIL)
Auction

110 donors
$43,000 raised
14 student stipends funded

SMU Law aims to keep that forward momentum going.
Here are three key areas where our supporters can make
a difference:
Gifts for
Scholarships

allow us to attract
top students and reduce
student loan debt

Contributions to
our vibrant
legal clinics

ensure more students can
participate in these hands-on
learning opportunities

Donations to the
SMU Fund for
Dedman Law

provide flexible support
for key priorities and
emerging opportunities

Every Gift Matters
We appreciate each of you who have contributed to SMU
Law’s successes and are helping to set the stage for even
more ambitious efforts in the year to come.
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JUDICIAL REVIEW
D E D M A N L AW H O S T S F E D E R A L J U D G E S

Fifth Circuit Hears Arguments

I

n March, the law school was proud to host Chief Judge Carl Stewart, Judge Catharina Haynes (H ’16), and newly appointed Judge Don Willett
for two full days of oral argument. “The Fifth Circuit has a proud history of sitting at law schools throughout the circuit,” said Chief Judge
Stewart. “We were very pleased to return to SMU Dedman School of Law, and we appreciate the warm hospitality of the faculty, staff, and
administration.”
Students, faculty, and staff, as well as our special guests from J.S. Barefoot Sanders Law Magnet and the mock trial team from Yavneh Academy of
Dallas, watched lively exchanges between the three-judge panel and litigants in Hillcrest Classroom. Judge Willett explained: “There’s an
enormous civic education upside in taking our show on the road and demystifying the judiciary. Pony Nation rolled out the red and blue carpet
for us. The hospitality was exceptional, and every detail perfectly executed. I took my SAT at SMU in the 1980s. This visit was way more fun.”
In honor of the Fifth Circuit’s visit, the law school hosted all Northern District Judges and Eastern District Judges with chambers in Dallas for a
reception in SMU’s historic Texana Room, where attendees viewed an original copy of the Texas Declaration of Independence. The Judges dined
with the law school’s award-winning Board of Advocates and entertained student questions for a fascinating Q&A lunch.

“

PONY NATION
rolled out the red
and blue carpet for us.”
-Judge Don Willett
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Prominent Members of the Judiciary
visit SMU Dedman School of Law.

J U D G E B R E T T K AVA N AU G H

U.S. Supreme Court Nominee

T

he Mustang Bar hosted U.S. Supreme Court nominee and D.C. Circuit
Court Judge Brett Kavanaugh for a fascinating “Conversation with the
Dean,” where he detailed his rise to the bench. A longtime friend of Dean
Collins, Judge Kavanaugh engaged in a spirited discussion with the Dean on
topics ranging from his experiences clerking for U.S. Supreme Court Justice
Anthony Kennedy to his role in the Bush White House, where he succeeded
SMU Dedman Law Alum Harriet Miers ’70 as Staff Secretary for President
George W. Bush. Kavanaugh also entertained alumni and students with stories
about his days in the Bush White House, including attending a white tie dinner
at Buckingham Palace and being in the West Wing on September 11, 2001.

JINSUNG LEE ’88

President of The
Constitutional Court of Korea

J

insung Lee ’88, President of the Constitutional Court of Korea, visited the
law school for a presentation on the “‘Rule of Law’ in Korea: A Journey
Towards Justice and Humanity.” President Lee told students and faculty about
how his studies of the U.S. Constitution and democracy while at SMU Dedman
Law inspired him to be a strict constitutional jurist and a protector of South
Koreans’ human rights and liberties on the nation’s highest court. He also
told many fascinating stories, including his role in Seoul’s Olympic Closing
Ceremonies along with South Korean President Moon, the North Korean
delegation, and U.S. Representatives including a four-star general and first
daughter Ivanka Trump.
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SMU Law
Embraces
Innovative
Flash
Mentoring
The Force is strong
with Edward Lopez ’90,
a Big Law Litigator and
SMU Dedman Law mentor.
By ANGELA MORRIS,
Texas Lawyer

B

ig Law litigator Edward Lopez
laughed when he learned that
students at Southern Methodist
University Dedman School of Law
were calling him “Yoda” because of
his mentoring style.
Lopez, an early adopter of an innovative flash mentoring program at
SMU Dedman, is quick to point out he
doesn’t look like the Jedi master. But
through the program, Mustang
Exchange, Lopez had been meeting
one-on-one with law students, talking
with them on the phone and mingling
at school networking events. Students
mentored by Lopez left feedback on
Mustang Exchange comparing him
to Yoda because of the deep advice
he was giving them about their
careers and lives in the law.

think it takes a lot of people to rally
behind and advise them into a fulfilling career for that person. Surrounding
yourself with as many people willing
to help as possible is such a plus. I
think that is the whole concept: to
build your network and put as many
arrows in your quiver as you can,”
Ruth said.
SMU Dedman didn’t have a formal
mentoring
program
before
it
launched Mustang Exchange in
2015. Ruth explained that she and
colleagues researched different
types of mentoring styles, consulted
with
mentoring
experts
and
companies, and learned about
“flash mentoring,” the new hot thing
in mentoring that’s been embraced
by corporate America.

“I thought it was funny. Of course, I’m
a big fan of ‘Star Wars,’ and I
understand the reference. Thankfully,
I don’t look like Yoda — I’m just the
person who tells stories and explains
things with parables and reference
points,” said Lopez, partner in
Linebarger Goggan Blair & Sampson
in Dallas.

“Flash is the idea students have
options to have multiple mentors and
interact with multiple professionals as
opposed to just limiting them to just
one,” she said. “We thought that type
of style would be a perfect match for
maximizing exposure to different
areas of law and being able to build
a network.”

No other law school in Texas has
something like Mustang Exchange,
Baylor University comes closest with
its Baylor Mentor Network, but it’s
university wide, rather than law
school specific. Mustang Exchange
is even unparalleled among law
schools across the nation, said
Abby Ruth, SMU Dedman’s director
of alumni relations. In most mentoring programs, law schools take
students’ information and match
them with one mentor for a whole
year. Instead, Mustang Exchange
puts the power of finding mentors
into the hands of students and allows
them to choose as many mentors as
they wish. The format of Mustang
Exchange —running on private social
networking software called Chronus
— fits hand-in-glove with a generation of law students who grew up on
Facebook and Twitter.

Mustang
Exchange
runs
on
mentoring software by Chronus, a
company that provides the software
to universities, government entities
and large companies. Both mentors
and students start out by creating a
profile with their picture and information about their education, work
history, interest area in the law and
more. Students can search and view
mentor profiles based on the type of
law they practice, the size of firm
where they work, the college they
attended or any other metric. The
software’s algorithm also suggests
mentors who match a student’s
profile. A student contacts a mentor
and requests a one-hour meeting —
mostly in person but sometimes
through Skype or telephone if the
mentor is not local. The mentor can
accept or decline a meeting request.

“It takes a village to raise a successful
law student into a successful lawyer. I

Nearly 250 mentors are signed up on
Mustang Exchange — some of whom
might not have made a commitment
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more initiative in reflecting on what’s important to them and
their future career and then finding mentors who align with
their visions.

Edward Lopez ’90, right, partner in Linebarger Goggan
Blair & Sampson, speaks to SMU Dedman Law students.
to a traditional yearlong mentorship program, which requires
multiple meetings with a student over a year, Ruth said.
Mustang Exchange allows more flexibility — even just one hour
from a mentor is enough.
“For lawyers who bill by the hour, where time is money, this has
been a very valuable use of their time,” Ruth said.
By the start of this school year, Ruth said she expected more
than 400 students to be using Mustang Exchange. First-year
students must do at least two meetings with mentors, and
second-year students can use the tool as often as they want.
Third-year students can’t use Mustang Exchange because the
school wanted to turn them loose to use their existing networks.
When Kori Rady started at SMU Dedman in 2015, his class was
the first to use Mustang Exchange. The social networking
format was simple and intuitive and made it easy to find
mentors and have enriching, resourceful conversations with
them, he said. Rady, now a third-year law student, would use
the program whenever he had open time in his schedule,
looking for lawyers interested in litigation or people who had
attended the University of Texas at Austin, as Rady had. He
estimates he met dozens of mentors through the program and
said he tried keeping in touch by meeting them once or twice
per semester or chatting them up at Mustang Exchangesponsored networking events.
“It’s an incredible way to meet new people and learn about
their careers,” Rady said. “All these people are really skilled
and successful, and you are in law school and just trying to
figure out how to mirror their path and see how you can find
that level of success.”
The best advice his mentors gave, which Rady took to heart,
was to keep on networking among lawyers and in-house
counsel.
“That really is a big part of succeeding, from what my mentors
have said: developing a group of friends who are lawyers and
being able to be a part of their communities. That can expand
your business and potential new clients you meet,” Rady said.
“Being a great lawyer is about being a great networker.”
Ruth said that giving the students the power to search for their
own mentors, rather than the law school assigning a mentor,
has forced students to learn how to build their own networks
— a skill that will make or break their legal careers. They take

“When they get to go out and find their own mentors, they
prepare; they come with questions and reasons why they
wanted to speak with that particular mentor. It does seem
they take ownership over the meeting, versus if we set them
up with someone and it’s an obligation they have to go fulfill.
This is something they want to go out and do,” Ruth said. “It
seems they are developing meaningful relationships with the
people they are meeting with.”
Those meaningful relationships also help the lawyers who serve
as mentors. They love the chance to give back to law students.
Lopez said he signed up because he wanted to give back to
his alma mater and to help students in the same way that
mentors helped him in the past. He’s met in person with nine
students, talked on the phone with four more, and estimates
he’s talked with up to 20 more at Mustang Exchange social
events. He’s gone so far as to make phone calls to other
lawyers and set students up with calls or lunches with them.
One student even landed a summer clerkship at Lopez’s firm.
He met with her early this year for coffee and they talked for
two and a half hours about her career and how to strengthen
her grades and test-taking skills. When Linebarger recruited for
summer clerkships, the student applied and scored an
interview through a blind match. Because Lopez had already
met her, she had an advantage over other applicants,
and won the job.
Lopez said he takes a lot
away from the mentorship
relationships too. As he
teaches students, he learns
something in return.

“It’s an incredible
way to meet new
people and learn
about their careers.”
-Kori Rady, ’18

“One piece of advice I give
students is make sure you
use every opportunity to make connections. I explain to them
why the connections are important, and how I missed some of
the opportunities along the way,” he explained. “With that in
mind, I turn around and use my same teaching to make sure
I’m doing the same thing, even today.”
________________________________________
Reprinted with permission from the September 1, 2017 edition
of Texas Lawyer. ©2018 ALM Media Properties, LLC. All rights
reserved. Further duplication without permission is prohibited.

MENTOR. MAKE A DIFFERENCE.
Join the Mustang Exchange
law.smu.edu/mustangexchange
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LAW, SCIENCE
+ INNOVATION

S

MU Dedman Law students
are using digital tools to help
the disadvantaged.

Not only that, they’re building
the tools themselves, thanks to
to the law school course “Technology,
Innovation, and Law: Designing Legal
Apps” offered for the first time in the fall
2017 semester.
The course was taught by Keith
Robinson, Associate Professor of Law
and Co-Director of the school’s Tsai
Center for Law, Science and Innovation.
The class was made possible by
a grant from the Tsai Center.

Eight students from Dedman Law’s
Class of 2018 were enrolled. They split
into three teams, and each team
partnered with a Texas legal-aid
organization to create a web-based app
that could serve clients of that
organization.

Students Christopher Cochran and
Richard Sparr, working with the Judge
Elmo B. Hunter Legal Center for Victims
of Crimes Against Women, developed an
app that guides victims of sex trafficking
through the process of getting a criminal
record expunged or sealed through an
order of nondisclosure. It’s unfair, the
students noted, for someone forced into
prostitution to have a criminal record for
acts she was compelled to commit.
Courtney Luster, Joshua Paltrineri and
Alexandria Rahn, working with Texas
Appleseed, developed an app to help
defendants prepare court answers in
debt collection cases. Texas, the students
said, has the nation’s third-highest
percentage of adults with debts in
collection. Many of these debtors can’t
afford to hire lawyers, but aren’t poor
enough to qualify for free legal counsel.
Mary Sommers, Mary Shivers and Jesus
Velasquez, working with Force for
Immigrant Rights and Empowerment
(FIRE), developed an app – in English
and Spanish – to advise immigrants and
others of their legal rights during encounters with law enforcement officials.
“This course has been one of the most
rewarding things I have done as a
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“This course has been one of the most rewarding things I have done as a lawyer.”
–Professor W. Keith Robinson
lawyer,” Professor Robinson said.
“It allows students to learn a marketable
technology skill, and the apps they
develop will help legal aid organizations
provide more services to their clients.”
He added that he looks forward to
teaching the class again in the fall 2018
semester.
Jennifer Collins, Dean of SMU Dedman
School of Law, said the teamwork that
grew out of the class benefits all
involved.
“Students learn how to use technology
in innovative ways to solve complex legal
problems, legal aid groups can reduce
costs and improve outcomes, and the
law school can help underserved
communities access the legal assistance
they so desperately need,” she said.
The students’ apps were showcased at a
January 18 public unveiling in Florence
Hall.
Professor Robinson told those gathered
for the event that the course fit nicely
with the vision for the Tsai Center, the
law school’s first academic center.
A key element of that vision, he said, is

that “the center would support faculty in
the development of new courses at the
law school that would prepare our
students to practice law in the digital
age.”
He added: “We have a growing problem
in this country. Only a tiny portion of
the population has access to quality
legal services. In addition, even large
corporations that have the ability to hire
expensive lawyers are putting pressure
on law firms to provide more efficient
and cost-effective services. Thus, legal
apps present a huge opportunity for the
legal market to serve clients across the
economic spectrum.”
Cochran, the co-creator of the app for
human-trafficking victims, said that
before taking Professor Robinson’s
class, he had no experience in website
development or code-writing.
“I had a Myspace page back in the day.
That was about it,” he said with a laugh.
He said he was grateful for the
opportunity to learn about the software
he and his classmates used. They
worked with Neota Logic, a company
whose artificial-intelligence platform
enables lawyers (and other professionals)

to create apps and share their expertise
efficiently and economically.
“It was rewarding to, first, do something
good for people in need: second, learn a
tangible workplace skill: and third,
actually create a product,” Cochran said.
Sommers, who worked on the immigrants’ rights app, said the course will
help the third-years as they enter a
competitive job market.
“Understanding how technology can
help people access legal services is very
relevant today,” she said. “As we move
forward, these are skills that we’ll be able
to draw on.”

Eight students split
into three teams, and
each team partnered
with a Texas legal-aid
organization to create
a web-based app that
could serve clients of
the organization.
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REENGINEERING

THE FUTURE OF
CRIMINAL JUSTICE
Data-Driven Storytellers
Focused on Systematic Changes

N

inety percent of criminal
defendants in the U.S. qualify
as indigent. Seventy-seven
percent of released prisoners
are rearrested within five years. And in
the last nationwide survey of public
defender offices, 73 percent of

“We want to work
for changes in the
criminal justice
system by bringing
the heartbreaking
statistical realities
to life.”
PAMELA R. METZGER
Director of the Deason
Criminal Justice Reform
Center and Professor of Law

county-operated defender systems were
functioning above the maximum
recommended caseload level.
It is eye-opening stats like these that
demand systematic reengineering in
order to change. And these are exactly
the type of changes that Pamela R.
Metzger is focused on making. Metzger,
the inaugural Director of SMU Dedman
School of Law’s Deason Criminal Justice
Reform Center, is a nationally recognized Sixth Amendment scholar. She
comes to SMU from Tulane University
School of Law in New Orleans, where
she had taught since 2001.
Metzger’s passion for improving public
defense systems captured national
attention when, in 2005, she worked
tirelessly to help 8,000 indigent defendants left incarcerated without legal
representation after Hurricane Katrina
devastated New Orleans. Now, Metzger
will look to bring changes to criminal
justice systems across the country, and
look to shine the light
on issues ranging from wrongful
convictions to over-incarceration as
she leads the newest center at SMU
Dedman School of Law.
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90%

of criminal defendants in the U.S. qualify
as indigent. 77% percent of released
prisoners are rearrested within five years.

“We want to work for changes in the
criminal justice system by bringing the
heartbreaking statistical realities to life,”
said Metzger. “Our motto is simple: Stats.
Stories. Change. We think that our
focused research can disrupt our
outdated criminal justice system that is
long overdue for an overhaul and
reintroduce fairness, balance and
compassion.”
Metzger hasn’t wasted any time since
taking on her new role in July 2017. She
and her team immediately went to work
coordinating the event “Unlikely Allies:
a Conversation with Van Jones and
Doug Deason.” At the event, Mr. Jones,
the CNN political commentator, and Mr.
Deason, the Dallas businessman, came
together as voices from the political left
and right to discuss changes that could
help make our criminal justice system
more fair, ethical and compassionate.
The event also included a panel
featuring SMU Dedman Law alumna
Brittany K. Barnett ’11 and Sharanda
Jones, whom Barnett helped free from a
life sentence that she received in 1998
for a first-time, non-violent drug crime.

Above: Work by SMU
Deason Criminal Justice
Reform Center leads to
Troy Rhodes’ (second from
left) release to transitional

Beyond this successful event, the
Deason Center has partnered with some
of the nation’s leading criminal justice
researchers to conduct the Prosecutorial
Charging Practices Project, the Center’s
first data-driven criminal justice research
project. Metzger explains that the
research represents the varied

prosecutorial work of three district and/
or county attorneys’ offices in discrete
geographical locations, with different
charging philosophies. She expects the
results to be instructive in determining
the relative effects of prosecutorial
charging policies on case outcomes.
“This research is desperately needed
in the field. It will shed a light on
prosecutor practices, inform
policymakers, and help to identify
best practices. We are delighted that
the Deason Center has launched such
an innovative project with such a
talented research team,” said Dedman
School of Law Dean Jennifer Collins.
Most recently, Metzger and her Deason
Center team announced that they had
obtained the release of Troy Rhodes in
a case that amplifies the need for justice
reform. In 2003, a non-unanimous jury
voted 10 to 2 to convict Mr. Rhodes
of armed robbery and attempted
second-degree murder, based largely
on the testimony of a single eyewitness.
Earlier in the year, a federal judge ruled
that Mr. Rhodes had not received the
effective assistance of counsel
guaranteed by the Sixth Amendment.
“This case is emblematic of why a
well-funded public defense system is
essential,” Metzger said. “All defendants
should have representation from an
attorney who performs his or her job
effectively under the law.”

reentry housing before
retrial.

73%

of county-operated defender systems
were functioning above the maximum
recommended caseload level.

Stats. Stories. Change.

THE DEASON CRIMINAL JUSTICE REFORM CENTER
has partnered with some of the nation’s leading criminal justice
research centers.
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First-Ever Multidisciplinary
Ethics & Compliance Program

I

n an unprecedented collaboration between
Dedman School of Law, Cox School of
Business, and Maguire Center for Ethics,
SMU unveiled its first multidisciplinary
Certificate in Ethics and Compliance at the
James M. Collins Executive Education Center
at SMU on February 21–22, 2018. In
addition to the cross-campus collaboration,
Jones Day and Deloitte partnered with SMU
on this program.

“In 10 challenging sessions and an
interactive case discussion, this dynamic
course helped participants understand
how legal, compliance, internal audit,
corporate security, and other functions across
an enterprise can effectively collaborate to
implement and maintain modern compliance
programs,” said Stephen B. Yeager ’93,
Assistant Dean for SMU Dedman Law and
one of the program organizers.
Faculty from the participating schools
presented along with a number of legal and
consulting professionals. Marc I. Steinberg,
the Rupert and Lillian Radford Professor of
Law presented, “An Inside Look at Insider
Trading.” Rita Kirk, the Director of the

Maguire Center, moderated a discussion
between Randall M. Ebner, General Counsel
of Exxon Mobil Corporation and Jack Lowe,
Jr., Chairman Emeritus, TDIndustries on
“Creating a Culture of Integrity: Ethics for
the 21st Century.” Miguel Quiñones, the O.
Paul Corley Distinguished Chair in
Organizational Behavior at Cox, moderated a
dialogue on board and executive oversight.
Outside speakers included a number of SMU
Dedman Law alumni, including Rosario E.
Heppe ’99, Executive Director, Corporate
Compliance, Fluor Corporation, and Betty
Ungerman ’90, Vice President, Deputy
General Counsel, and Chief Ethics &
Compliance Officer, Lennox International,
Inc. Other speakers included Cindy
Moehring, Senior Vice President, U.S. Chief
Ethics and Compliance Officer, Walmart and
Eric Werner, Enforcement Supervisor for the
U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission.
Luncheon keynote speaker, David Huntley,
Senior Executive Vice President and Chief
Compliance Officer at AT&T, spoke of
leadership by example — “The evolution of
compliance starts with you,” he said, and he

invited attendees to have “an unshakable
conviction” in compliance work. Describing
the erosion of trust in certain institutions and
the current rollback of regulations, he
challenged participants to rise to the top
with unwavering ethical conduct that “shows
others we are worthy of that.”
Hemang Desai, Professor of Accounting at
Cox, concluded the program with “A Letter
from Prison,” an interactive case discussion
on financial fraud. Those who successfully
completed the two-day program received an
Ethics and Compliance Certificate from
SMU.

SAVE THE DATE
An expanded program will be
offered on Wednesday, February
27 – Thursday, February 28,
2019 at the Collins Executive Center
at SMU Cox School of Business.

(L to R): Jack Lowe, Jr., Chairman Emeritus, TDIndustries, Inc.; Randall M. Ebner, General Counsel, Exxon Mobil Corporation; Wendy
Wang, Vice President & Associate General Counsel, Mary Kay Inc.; Betty Ungerman ’90, Vice President and Chief Ethics &
Compliance Officer, Lennox International
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COX SCHOOL OF BUSINESS
DEDMAN SCHOOL OF LAW
MAGUIRE CENTER FOR ETHICS

DAV I D H U N T L E Y C H A L L E N G E D PA R T I C I PA N T S TO

“ U N WAV E R I N G E T H I C A L
CO N D U C T ”
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L E A D E R S H I P & L E G AC Y

12th Annual Lutie A. Lytle Black Women Law Faculty
Workshop and Writing Retreat

I

n July, SMU was honored to welcome
almost one hundred distinguished scholars
and teachers to campus for the 12th Annual
Lutie A. Lytle Black Women Law Faculty
Workshop and Writing Retreat. The theme of
this year’s conference was Leadership and
Legacy. The Workshop was co-chaired and
organized by Professors Lolita Buckner Inniss
and Jessica Dixon Weaver, who devoted
hundreds of hours to the project. Since the

Outstanding Scholar Award honoree.
The Workshop offers aspiring and current
black women law professors opportunities for
mentoring, career support and fellowship.
Three of the most popular sessions included
an interactive session on building a legacy as a
law professor, “Publishing Scholarship in Top
Journals: Getting to Yes” with the former
editor-in-chief and articles editor of the Yale

success. Most participants commented that
the entire event was wonderful from
beginning to end, and that SMU has set the
bar very high for future workshops.” Professor
Lolita Buckner Inniss noted that “while the
Lutie Lytle Workshop has, during its entire
history, offered stellar opportunities for black
women law professors at all stages of their
careers, the Lutie Lytle Workshop at SMU
stands out for the number of early career

T H E WO R K S H O P WA S CO - C H A I R E D BY P R O F E S S O R S
LO L I TA B U C K N E R I N N I S S A N D J E S S I C A D I XO N W E AV E R

Workshop’s inception in 2007, participants
have built an impressive scholarly record,
producing well over 500 articles, 45 book
chapters, and 30 books. This year marked a
pinnacle achievement - ten Lutie women have
served as or are now law school deans. The
Workshop’s principal founder, Angela
Onwuachi-Willig, was recently chosen as the
Dean of Boston University School of Law.
Natasha Martin, who serves as the Vice
President for Diversity and Inclusion and an
Associate Professor of Law at Seattle
University School of Law, was this year’s

Law Journal, and “Battling Imposter
Syndrome,” presented by licensed clinical
psychologist Dr. Adia Gooden from
University of Chicago. Throughout each day
of the Workshop, participants presented ideas
for articles and books, as well as full drafts of
law review articles. The feedback ranged from
informal group comments to intensive written
edits from selected readers. Professor Jessica
Dixon Weaver said, “We are so appreciative of
the tremendous support from SMU and the
other law school sponsors that contributed to
make this year’s Lutie Lytle Workshop a

women participating. One such participant
shared with me that she would remember the
advice and support she received at the SMU
Lutie Lytle Workshop for life.” Dean Jennifer
Collins added that, “Like the conference
participants, SMU Dedman School of Law is
deeply committed to the goals of access,
opportunity, and excellence, and it was a true
privilege to serve as the host for this year’s
gathering. We are deeply grateful to these
faculty, from all across the country, for all they
do to change the legal academy and our larger
community for the better.”
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New Faculty
Hillel J. Bavli
Assistant Professor of Law

H

illel J. Bavli is an Assistant Professor of Law at SMU Dedman School of
Law. His teaching and scholarship interests are in the fields of evidence,
torts, complex litigation, law and economics, and empirical legal studies.
He is particularly interested in applications of statistics to law, including the
use of experimental and quantitative methods to evaluate law-related
interventions and applications of probability theory, Bayesian analysis,
sampling, and causal inference to analyze and improve the law.

An experienced litigation attorney, Professor Bavli has practiced in the fields of
complex commercial litigation, antitrust law, and criminal law, most recently at
the firms Akin Gump Strauss Hauer & Feld LLP and Boies Schiller Flexner LLP.
Prior to joining SMU’s faculty, he also designed and taught a seminar course on
the economic analysis of law in the Department of Economics at Harvard
University, where he received numerous awards for distinction in teaching for the
course.
Professor Bavli received his J.D. from Fordham University School of Law and his Ph.D.
in Statistics in Law and Government from Harvard University. He also holds an LL.M.
from Harvard Law School, an A.M. in Statistics from Harvard University, and a
B.A. in Economics from Boston University. He completed a Fulbright
Fellowship studying game theory in Jerusalem, Israel, as well
as short-term clerkships at the Supreme Court of
India and the Supreme Court of Rwanda. He
recently held a visiting fellowship at the
Yale Law School Center for Private Law,
and he is a fellow at the Harvard
Institute for Quantitative Social
Science.
Professor Bavli has a strong
interest in community service,
and has, in the past, served as
a volunteer firefighter and
organized activities to
support his community’s
homeless population and
young victims of cancer
and their families.
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Judge William Hawley Atwell Chair of
Constitutional Law and Professor of Law
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June 8, 2017, “Comey Testimony”

Lackland H. Bloom, Jr.
Larry and Jane Harlan Senior Research
Fellow and Professor of Law

July 7, 2017, “High Court Highlights: Unanimous
Texas high court queries the ‘constellation
of benefits’ guaranteed same-sex marriages
by ‘Obergefell’”
August 15, 2017, “Hey Texplainer:
Texas A&M officials canceled a ‘White Lives
Matter’ rally. Are they allowed to do that?”
August 16, 2017, “Tech Firms Ban White
Supremacists, Shifting From Hands-Off
Policy – Update”
August 16, 2017, “Tech Firms Break From
Hands-Off Approach With Bans on White
Supremacists”
August 16, 2017, Op-Ed:
“Free Speech and White Supremacy
at Texas A&M (and elsewhere)”
August 16, 2017, “How Far Does First
Amendment Free Speech Protection Go?”
(appeared on 30 public Texas radio stations)
August 18, 2017, “Hate Speech and the First
Amendment”
September 7, 2017, “The Man Behind the Lee
Statue Restraining Order Signed Court Complaint
Without Reading It”
October 27, 2017, “There’s no free speech
right to refuse wedding cakes to gay couples”
November 6, 2017, “Where to Draw Line on
Free Speech? Wedding Cake Case Vexes Lawyers”
February 19, 2018, “Can schools host
graduations in churches without courting
legal trouble?”
April 20, 2018, “Does Amarillo’s ‘No Clapping’
Policy Pass Constitutional Muster?”
April 23, 2018, “Amarillo Mayor Says
City Council’s ‘No Clapping’ Policy
Doesn’t Violate Free Speech”
June 4, 2018, “Supreme Court
sides with baker who refused to
make wedding cake for gay couple”
June 4, 2018, “Supreme Court leaves key question
unanswered in same-sex wedding cake case”
*Highlights of selected faculty media interviews

March 18, 2018, “Insight Denton:
Can government officials include Bible
verses in public memos?”
July 3, 2018, “A Look At The Supreme
Court’s Rulings And Its Future”

William E. Bridge
Associate Professor of Law

November 4, 2017, “Should college campuses
welcome controversial conversations or shut
them down?”

James W. Coleman
Associate Professor of Law

September 12, 2017, “The Energy 202:
Hurricanes Irma and Harvey renew calls
to ax obscure shipping law”
October 11, 2017, “Repeal the Jones Act
to speed Puerto Rico recovery”
November 17, 2017, “TransCanada says
Keystone spill clean up underway as pipeline
vote looms”
November 21, 2017, “Keystone XL
developer mulls whether pipeline can
make money after winning key permit”
December 7, 2017, “Securing Permits
For BC Pipeline Becomes A Tall Order”
February 19, 2018, “Elizabeth May op-ed
on Trans Mountain Expansion pipeline
a hot mess of misinformation”
February 23, 2018, “Panel: Advocates for
Jones Act Reform See Best Chance in Decades”
April 15, 2018, “What steps Trudeau can
take to save Trans Mountain as he faces a
‘constitutional crisis’”
May 14, 2018, “The Energy 202: Coal
allies call on Trump administration to
use emergency powers to boost business”
May 29, 2018, “Buying Kinder Morgan
pipelines solves short-term problems for
Trudeau, but creates a mountain of new ones”
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THE MEDIA
Nathan Cortez
Associate Dean for Research, Gerald J. Ford Research
Fellow, and the Adelfa Botello Callejo Endowed
Professor of Law in Leadership and Latino Studies

April 23, 2018, “FDA investigating
unauthorized herpes vaccine research,
report says”
June 4, 2018, “Are Drug Ads Protected
by Free Speech?”

Gregory S. Crespi
Homer R. Mitchell Endowed Professorship in
Commercial and Insurance Law and Professor of Law

December 1, 2017, “House bill to
reportedly call for federal student loan caps,
end of Public Service Loan Forgiveness”

Lolita Buckner Inniss
Robert G. Storey Distinguished Faculty Fellow
and Professor of Law

August 2017, “College Admissions; Pro
Football HOF Expansion; Statehouse Update”

Chris Jenks
Director of the Criminal Clinic and
Associate Professor of Law

August 28, 2017, Opinion
“Think About This Before
You Tear Down That Robert
E. Lee Statue”

Pamela R. Metzger
Director of the Deason Family Criminal Justice
Reform Center and Professor of Law

March 2018, “Criminal Justice”
May 3, 2018, “Did Outdated
Laws in Louisiana Help
Convict an Innocent Man?”
May 14, 2018, “Federal court
ruling could free New Orleans man serving
99-year term for armed robbery”
June 29, 2018, Op-Ed: “The U.S. has failed
to honor its promise of a right to counsel
and the implications are staggering”
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(cont’d on next page) 5 5

Joanna L. Grossman
Ellen K. Solender Endowed Chair in Women and
the Law and Professor of Law

August 31, 2017, “The Netherlands may let children
have more than two legal parents”
September 6, 2017, “It’s Time for America’s Catcallers
to Be Punished”
October 27, 2017, “How Non-Disclosure Agreements
Can Hurt, And Help, Victims Of Sexual Harassment
And Assault”
October 29, 2017, “Why India is far behind the US in
addressing sexual harassment at the workplace”
November 10, 2017, “When you Experience Sexual
Harassment at Work”
December 1, 2017, “Sexual Harassment in the
Workplace”
December 4, 2017, “Sexual Harassment in the
Legal Profession”
December 4, 2017, “Vice President Pence’s ‘never
dine alone with a woman’ rule isn’t honorable. It’s
probably illegal.”
December 7, 2017, “The Pervasive Problem Of
Sexual Harassment – And The Arts”
December 8, 2017, “After Harassment Allegations,
Does The Workplace Need A Culture Shift?”
December 8, 2017, “Nine researchers sue University
of Rochester over sexual-harassment allegations”
December 8, 2017, “Amid Calls For Resignations,
The Texas Legislature Braces For A Sexual
Harassment Reckoning”
December 11, 2017, “Is the Judiciary Ready to
Handle Harassment Charges?”
December 15, 2017, “The Creepiest SexualHarassment Story We Aren’t Talking About”
January 5, 2018, “Reflections on America’s
reckoning with sexual harassment”
January 18, 2018, “The Texas House’s Sexual
Harassment Training Video is Short, Legalistic and
Will Likely Be Ineffective”
February 19, 2018, “6 UT employees violated
sexual misconduct policies over last 2 years”
March 1, 2018, “A New Firm Investigating Sexual
Harassment Claims At Colorado Capitol”
April 10, 2018, “Pro Cheerleaders Say Groping
and Sexual Harassment Are Part of the Job”
June 20, 2018, “The Law of Streaking”
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FACULTY IN THE MEDIA
(cont’d)

Anthony J. Colangelo

Mary Spector

Gerald J. Ford Research Fellow and Professor of Law

Associate Dean for Clinics, Director of the
Civil/Consumer Clinic, and Professor of Law

August 4, 2017, “Would the military
really have to obey a Trump command
to fire a nuclear weapon?”

January 16, 2017, “OUR TURN: Debt bill
hurts consumers”

November 26, 2017, “Can US generals say
‘no’ to Trump if he orders a nuclear strike?”

January 17, 2018, Op-Ed: “Rep. Gonzalez’s
bill would unfairly shield lawyers in
debt collection cases”

February 12, 2018, “Can the president be
prosecuted for war crimes in the event of a
nuclear strike?”

February 21, 2018, “Family
Forced to Sell Home to Pay for Medical Care”
February 22, 2018, “Injury puts family’s home
in jeopardy”

February 14, 2018, “Nuclear strike orders:
when and why to disobey them”

Thomas Mayo

David O. Taylor

Altshuler University Distinguished
Teaching Professor and Professor of Law

Co-Director of the Tsai Center for Law, Science and
Innovation and Associate Professor of Law

September 21, 2017, “Lawsuit challenging Texas’
futile care law goes before judge Friday”

January 30, 2018, “Students Conceptualize
Legal Aid Apps in New Law School Class”
February 9, 2018, “SMU Law
Students Create Apps to
Help Legal Aid Lawyers”

Natalie Nanasi
Director of the Judge Elmo B. Hunter Legal Center for
Victims of Crimes Against Women and Assistant Professor of Law

June 24, 2017, “SMU professor discusses travel
ban allowed to take effect by Supreme Court”
September 19, 2017, “Plano killer
seemed bitter, depressed”
November 6, 2017, “Experts Discuss
Solutions To Mass Shootings”
November 9, 2017, Op-Ed: “Sutherland
Springs massacre was foreseeable
and maybe even preventable”

Elizabeth G. Thornburg ’79
Altshuler Distinguished Teaching Professor and
Richard R. Lee Endowed Professor of Law

July 24, 2017, “We Won’t See You in Court:
The Era of Tort Lawsuits Is Waning”
February 2018, “A Window on
(a) Justice”
March 29, 2018, “Filling The Factual
Void in High Court Cases”

June 14, 2018, Op-Ed: “Attorney General’s
W. Keith Robinson
asylum ruling misunderstands domestic
violence and miscarries justice”
Altshuler Distinguished Teaching Professor, Co-Director of the Tsai Center
June 21, 2018, “What we know –
and don’t – about the consequences
of Trump’s executive order”
June 29, 2018, “A government attack
on immigrant women and children”

for Law, Science and Innovation and Associate Professor of Law

January 30, 2018, “Students Conceptualize Legal
Aid Apps in New Law School Class”
February 9, 2018, “SMU Law Students Create Apps
to Help Legal Aid Lawyers”

Chante Prox

Jenia Iontcheva Turner

Director of the VanSickle Family Law Clinic
and Assistant Clinical Professor

Amy Abboud Ware Centennial Professor in Criminal Law

January 2018, “Class Action: A new law clinic run
by SMU lets students into the courtroom – and
clients find cheap justice.”

August 1, 2017, “She was Convicted of Killing her
Mother. Prosecutors withheld the Evidence that
would have freed her”

FACULTY SPOTLIGHT

THE DUTY TO
DISOBEY ILLEGAL
NUCLEAR STRIKE
ORDERS BY ANTHONY
J. COLANGELO
Harvard National Security
Journal (Spring 2018)
The following Op-Ed appeared in
the August 4, 2017 edition of the
Los Angeles Times. In addition to
being a law professor, Colangelo is a
senior associate at the Nautilus
Institute for Security and
Sustainability.
Would the military really have to
obey a presidential command to
fire a nuclear weapon?

A

t a security conference late
last month, the commander
of the U.S. Pacific Fleet was asked
what he would do if President
Trump ordered him “to make a
nuclear attack on China.” The
commander, Adm. Scott Swift,
answered promptly that he would,
framing the issue as one of
democratic governance and
civilian control of the military.
“Every member of the U.S. military
has sworn an oath … to obey the
officers and the president of the
United States as the commander in
chief appointed over us,” he said.
But is that quite right? Isn’t there
such a thing as an illegal order?
And if so, what kind of right or,
more accurately, what kind of duty
exists to disobey it?
Second point first: As a matter of

fact, it is illegal to obey an
obviously illegal order. Indeed, the
law clearly rejects the “superior
orders” defense. Colloquially put,
the defense goes something like
this: “I cannot be liable for
carrying out an illegal act because I
was simply following orders.” At
least since the Nazis were prosecuted for war crimes and crimes
against humanity at Nuremberg,
this defense has largely
disintegrated.
If — continuing the Nazi parallel
— the “commander in chief
appointed over us” tells military
officials to commit genocide, they
can’t legally go along with it.
Legally, they must say no.
But how can, say, the commander
of the U.S. Pacific fleet know if an
order is so obviously illegal that
he’d be held liable?
Under international and U.S. law,
the order must be “manifestly” or
“clearly” illegal, not just of
debatable or arguable legality.
What this means is that the person
ordered to launch or to plan the
launch knows or should know that
the order is illegal. The
Department of Defense manual
cites as an example firing on the
shipwrecked. An order to shoot an
innocent civilian in the head also
would qualify.
The kind of weapon used is, of
course, germane as well. The law
of war — otherwise known as
humanitarian law — is designed to
protect civilian life and reduce
suffering even though, inevitably,
in armed conflict there will be
some amount of civilian death and
suffering.
Nuclear weapons are obviously
more catastrophic than conventional weapons. Therefore, any
time the same or similar military
advantage can be gained by using
a conventional as opposed to a
nuclear weapon, the legal thing to

do is stick to conventional
weapons. Using the nuclear
option in such a situation actually
constitutes a serious violation of
international law. Following such
an order is, in turn, a war crime
under Additional Protocol I to the
Geneva Conventions on the Law of
War, which binds all states.
At least five unique characteristics
ominously separate nuclear
weapons from conventional
weapons in ways that promise to
increase civilian death and
suffering.
First, quantitatively, the blast
power, heat and energy generated
far outstrip that of conventional
weapons. Second, the radiation
released is so powerful that it
damages DNA and causes death
and severe health defects throughout the entire lives of survivors as
well as their children exposed in
utero. Third, nuclear weapons
make impossible humanitarian
assistance to survivors at the blast
scene struggling to survive, leading
to more suffering and death.
Fourth, damage to the environment leads to widespread famine
and starvation. And fifth, nuclear
weapons cause long-lasting
multi-generational psychological
injury to survivors of the blast.
All of these factors weigh heavily
against the humanitarian goals of
the law of war, which again is
designed chiefly to prevent and
reduce civilian death and suffering.
So anyone ordered to plan or
launch a nuclear strike is on
notice: An order to use a nuclear
weapon instead of a conventional
weapon when the same military
advantage can be gained by either
gives rise to a duty to reject that
order. To do otherwise and follow
the order would constitute a war
crime for which the actor could be
held liable.

THE FEDERALIZATION
OF CORPORATE
GOVERNANCE
BY MARC I. STEINBERG
Oxford University Press
(March 2018)

T

his book focuses on a very
timely subject: the federalization of corporate governance in the
United States from both historical
and contemporary perspectives.
Although the states traditionally
have regulated the sphere of
corporate governance – encompassing the relations among and
between the subject corporation, its
directors, its officers, its stockholders, and other stakeholders – federal
law today impacts the governance of
publicly-traded companies to a
greater degree than ever before in
U.S. history. This book discusses the
evolution and development of
corporate governance from a federal
law perspective from the commencement of the 20th century to
the present. It examines the tension
between state company law and
federal law, analyzes the federal
historical developments, explains
the ramifications of the federal
legislation enacted during the past
two decades, and recommends
corrective measures that should be
implemented. The book accordingly
provides an original, historical, and
contemporary analysis of the
federalization of corporate governance – a subject that impacts this
country’s economic well-being in a
very fundamental way.
Rupert and Lillian Radford Professor
of Law Marc I. Steinberg is not only
an expert in securities and corporate
law, but also a prolific author,
having written 36 books and more
than 150 law review articles.
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Promotion

James W. Coleman
Associate Professor of Law

Awards & Recognition

William J. Bridge

Anthony J. Colangelo

Dale Carpenter

Beverly C. Dureus

Associate Professor of Law

Gerald J. Ford Research
Fellow and Professor of Law

Judge William Hawley Atwell
Chair of Constitutional Law
and Professor of Law

Clinical Professor of Legal
Research, Writing and
Advocacy

Awarded:
“M” Award from SMU

Commissioned:
By the Nautilus Institute in conjunction Awarded:
Don M. Smart Teaching Award
with the Carnegie Endowment
for International Peace to write
a paper on the right of refusal to
execute a nuclear strike order, as
well as the liability that might attach
to obeying the illegal order

Honored:
2017 4th Anniversary Edition
of Who’s Who in Black Dallas
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Awards & Recognition

Lolita Buckner Inniss

Christopher Jenks

W. Keith Robinson

Meghan J. Ryan

Professor of Law

Director of the Criminal
Clinic and Associate
Professor of Law

Altshuler Distinguished Teaching
Professor, Co-Director of the
Tsai Center for Law, Science
and Innovation and Associate
Professor of Law

Gerald J. Ford Research
Fellow and Professor of Law

Awarded:
2018-19 Robert G. Storey
Distinguished Faculty Fellowship

Appointed:
To serve on the U.S. Mission
to the Convention on Certain
Conventional Weapons Lethal
Autonomous Weapons Group of
Governmental Experts in Geneva,
November 2017

Appointed:
Faculty in Residence in SMU’s Kathy
Crow Commons residence hall
Awarded: Center for the Protection
of Intellectual Property Thomas Edison
Innovation Fellowship for 2018–19

Marc I. Steinberg

Elizabeth G. Thornburg Jenia Iontcheva Turner

Rupert and Lillian
Radford Professor of Law

Altshuler Distinguished
Teaching Professor and
Richard R. Lee Endowed
Professor of Law

Appointed:
Distinguished Visiting Scholar
at the University of New South
Wales School of Law in Sydney

Elected:
Membership in the Fellows of the
Texas Bar Foundation

Amy Abboud Ware Centennial
Professor in Criminal Law
Elected:
Associate Member, International
Academy of Comparative Law

Awarded:
2018-19 Robert G. Storey
Distinguished Faculty Fellowship;
2018–19 Altshuler Distinguished
Teaching Professor Award;
membership in the Academy of
Distinguished Teachers

Jessica Dixon-Weaver
Associate Professor of Law
Elected:
Chair-elect for the AALS Section
on Family and Juvenile Law
Named:
To the Board of Editors for the
ABA Family Law Quarterly
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Thank you to our Dedman Law Adjunct Professors!
Reeni Ann Abraham
Val J. Albright ’86
M.J. Asensio
James “Jay” Balfour
Daniel Baucum
Matthew S. Beard ’06 LLM
Misty Birdsong ’02
Vickie S. Brandt ’03 LLM
John G. Browning
Christa Brown-Sanford ’04
Brook A. Busbee
Martin L. Camp ’79
David W. Carstens ’89
Eric Cedillo
David J. Cho
Wilson Chu ’84
Susan Mills Cipione ’06
Robert Colwell ’94
John M. Cone ’83
Greta E. Cowart
David Cowart
Susan C. Cox
John M. Cox
Tim Curren ’07

2 0 1 7–1 8
CO R P O R AT E
CO U N S E L
EXTERNSHIP
PROGRAM

O

ur Corporate
Counsel
Externship Program
placed more than 70
students inside the
legal departments
of major corporations.
SMU Law thanks all
the corporations who
make this opportunity
possible.

William Dawkins
Steve P. Doyle
Dennis B. Drapkin
Cassie Dubay
Joanne Early ’89
Sander L. Esserman ’76
Stephen P. Fahey
Judge Allen Joe Fish
C.W. “Peter” Flynn
Patricia H. Flynn
Jason B. Freeman
Timothy J. Gallina
David C. Gair
Judge Dennise Garcia ’93
Brent C. Gardner, Jr.
Bryan A. Garner
Rebecca A. Gregory
Judge H. DeWayne
“Cooter” Hale
Susan M. Halpern
Sally Helppie
Eric F. Hinton
Dale Hortenstine ’77
Charles M. Hosch

Marc A. Hubbard ’88
Clifton T. Hutchinson ’80
Thomas “Tom” P. Jackson ’80
M. Brett Johnson ’94
Richard “Jay” Johnson
Larry Jones ’68
Thomas C. Kimbrough
Gary Lawrence
David J. Lowery ’78
Jay J. Madrid ’77
Eric D. Marchand ’00 LLM
Ernest Martin, Jr.
Mike McCollum
Heidi Mertes
Patsy Micale
B. Tyler Milton
Dudley W. Murrey ’74
Dana Nahlen
Charolette Noel ’01 LLM
Christopher Nolland
Judge James A. Nugent
Gerald “Jerry” N. Olson ’71
David James Parsons
Phillip B. Philbin

Kimberly C. Priest-Johnson ’00
Shane Read
Katherine L. Reed ’09
Douglas K. Rudley
Paul D. Schoonover ’72
John Seddelmeyer
Mark A. Shank ’84 LLM
Shamoil T. Shipchandler
Bart Showalter ’93
Ronald F. Shuff
Maxel “Bud” Silverberg
Steven Smathers
Bruce S. Sostek
Sally Spurgin
Clifton A. Squibb ’05
Sid Stahl ’56
Harry W. Sullivan, Jr. ’84 LLM
Harriet Anne Tabb
Don Tittle
Michael J. Uhl ’85
Kay L. Van Wey
John Vernon
Brandie Wade ’07
Brian L. Webb ’75

Glenn D. West
Russell Wilson, II
Steve Yeager ’93
Christopher Young
Angela C. Zambrano ’97
Luis G. Zambrano ’01
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STAFF NEWS
N E W S TA F F

Shunverie Barrientez

Christi N.S. Baker

Erika S. Fadel ’98

Alazaar Musie

Assistant Director of
Diversity Recruitment

Administrative Assistant,
Deason Criminal Justice
Reform Center

Corporate Development,
Emerging Legal Careers,
Director of Diversity and
Inclusion Initiatives

Admissions Assistant

N E W S TA F F

N E W C L I N I C A L FAC U LT Y

AWA R D

Heather C. Stovall ’14

Shannon Bates

Christopher Young

Steve Yeager ’93

Associate Director of
Admissions

Patent Clinic
Adjunct Clinical Professor
of Law

Innocence Clinic
Adjunct Clinical Professor
of Law

SMU Distinguished Service
Award, presented by the
SMU Faculty Club

SAVE THE DATE

LAW TAILGATE PARTIES!
Sat.

9/29

(Family Weekend, SMU vs. Houston Baptist)
3:30 p.m. Tailgate Party, 6:00 p.m. Kickoff

Sat.

11/3 (Homecoming, SMU vs. Houston)
TBD

smu.edu/law/alumni

62

S M U D E D M A N S C H O O L O F L AW

|

THE QUAD

FACULTY FAREWELL
praised Eads as one of Texas’ top lawyers, and
one of SMU’s most beloved teachers.
Among her many honors, Professor Eads
received the State Bar of Texas President’s
Award in 2007 for chairing a committee to
reform the rules of professional conduct for
lawyers. That same year, Texas Lawyer named
her as one of “30 Extraordinary Women in
Texas Law.”
In 1999 and 2000, she served as deputy Texas
attorney general for litigation, supervising
more than 220 attorneys in 10 civil litigation
divisions and the Office of the Texas Solicitor
General.

LINDA S. EADS
Linda Eads

Associate Professor of Law
Associate Professor of Law

W

hen Professor Linda Eads was a law
student at the University of Texas in
the early 1970s, 90 percent of her classmates
were men.

“To look around and see almost no one
who looked like you was so silencing, so
marginalizing,” she said.

At SMU, she’s received the University Scholar/
Teacher of the Year Award, the law school’s
Don Smart Teaching Award (4 times), and the
Don Smart Directed Research Award (3 times).
But the highest praise is that of her students
and former students. Professor Eads taught
evidence, legal ethics, constitutional law, and a
course on women in the law.
“She was the single biggest factor in my
academic and career successes,” said Edward
Lopez ’90, a capital partner with Linebarger
Goggan Blair & Sampson, LLP. “She holds an
absolute special place in my heart.”

Today, the classes she’s taught at SMU Dedman
School of Law since 1986 are about half
female — and far more inclusive than ever
before.

“I owe a tremendous amount to her, not only
for helping me to become an attorney (a
profession I actually really enjoy!), but also
for shaping the way I think and approach
problems,” said Melinda Arbuckle ’11,
now with Baron & Budd.

That change, the retiring associate professor
said, is one of the most gratifying she’s
witnessed in her long and distinguished legal
career.

Arbuckle said: “Professor Eads, I’m a better
attorney because of things you taught me. …
And I would not be as good a person if I had
not learned from you.”

“Our law school, and the legal profession, are
so much more diverse now,” she said. “The
change is really remarkable, and it’s rewarding
to have been a part of that.”

Professor Eads, who’s moved this summer to
Seattle, said of her retirement, “I’ll miss the
students very much. I’ll miss them more than
anything.”

“Her retirement leaves a gap that will be hard
to fill,” said Dean Jennifer Collins, who

63
her career working to protect the rights of those
caught up in the criminal justice system – and
teaching others to do the same.
“It is very humbling,” she said, “to run into a
sitting judge that you taught criminal law to.”
As a professor, her areas of expertise included
constitutional criminal procedure, criminal
justice administration, juvenile justice,
sentencing, and the death penalty.

VICTORIA PALACIOS
Victoria Palacios

Associate Professor of Law
Associate Professor of Law

A

fter more than 40 years of practicing and
teaching law, Professor Victoria Palacios
has an ambitious retirement plan:
“I’m going to plant some flowers,” she said.
“Then I’m going to sit and watch those suckers
grow.”
Palacios, an associate professor at SMU Dedman
Law since 1971, has more than earned her
leisure. As a lawyer and teacher, she has spent

One highlight of the illustrious career of this
self-styled “1970s hippie” occurred in 2015,
when Steven Mark Chaney, convicted of two
murders in part on the basis of “bite mark
evidence,” was freed after more than 25 years
behind bars. Chaney’s successful appeal was
aided by SMU law students working for the
school’s Innocence Clinic, under Professor
Palacios’ guidance. His case compelled a state
district judge in Dallas County to declare that
so-called bite mark evidence was nothing more
than junk science.
One of the most rewarding things about teaching
law, Professor Palacios said, is “watching the
clouds clear as your students begin to understand not only the law, but the power that they
have in helping to shape it. It’s so gratifying to
know that what you’re teaching them can and

with their oratory and élan. Some wanted to
help the poor and oppressed. Some aspired to
blue-chip firms; others, to public office.
But professional writers?
“I told them, no matter what area of the law you
go into, you’re going to have to write,” Spurgin
said. “So you might as well learn to write well.”
Until her retirement this spring, Spurgin spent
37 years helping students in SMU Dedman
School of Law do exactly that.

SALLY SPURGIN
Lecturer in Legal Writing

S

ally DeWitt Spurgin enjoyed surprising her
legal writing students by telling them during
orientation, “Welcome to your new career as
professional writers.”
Some of those law students dreamed of
becoming courtroom stars, mesmerizing juries

“Sally Spurgin is an expert in her field and cared
deeply for our students,” said Ruth Cross,
Clinical Professor of Legal Research, Writing, and
Advocacy and Director of the Legal Research,
Writing, and Advocacy Program. “Students have
told us repeatedly how much their writing skills
improved due to her efforts. We will certainly
miss her.”
An adjunct professor, she came to the law faculty
in a roundabout way. Her academic training was
in English, not law, with a specialization in
argumentation and informal logic. In the early
1980s, she was teaching in SMU’s Department of

will truly influence the lives of so many people.”
Before joining the SMU Dedman Law faculty,
Professor Palacios, a 1975 graduate of the
University of Nebraska College of Law, served as
a consultant to the U.S. Justice Department’s
National Institute of Corrections; an administrative law judge for state and federal agencies
overseeing equal employment opportunity cases;
an associate professor at the University of Utah
College of Law; and a member of the Utah State
Board of Pardons. She also spent a year as a
visiting associate professor at Notre Dame Law
School, focusing on criminal justice topics.
In all her varied experience, she said, “I loved
teaching at SMU more than anything else. SMU
gave me the best career any person could
possibly have.”
When the fall semester rolls around, she said, “I
know it’s going to kill me, not seeing my new
students for the first time in so many years.
“But right now, I’m enjoying this new life that
allows me some leisure. I’m enjoying being able
to sit on the patio with a cup of coffee, reading
The Dallas Morning News from cover to cover.
“In fact, to be honest, I’m enjoying the hell
out of it.”

English when C. Paul Rogers III, who would
later become dean of the law school, asked if
she’d be willing to help coach law students in
writing. She agreed – and never left.
Spurgin’s influence extends far beyond SMU.
She’s the author of a textbook for Prentice Hall,
The Power to Persuade, the three editions of
which were adopted at more than 100 North
American colleges and universities.
She has consulted for law firms and professional
societies. Once, she was called as an expert
witness in a federal case that hinged on the
placement of a prepositional phrase in a
sentence. (The jury agreed with her explanation
of the grammar and diagram of the very long
sentence.)
And for more than 25 years, she traveled the
country leading writing workshops for judges.
“The writing done by judges, especially appellate
judges, is so important. It has real consequences
for human beings,” she said. “There’s a need for
clarity and precision. To have played even a
small role in helping with that was rewarding.”
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Professor of Law

“ H E WA S A N E N G AG I N G , C A R I N G CO L L E AG U E
A N D A G I F T E D C L A S S R O O M T E AC H E R A N D
I N N OVAT I V E S C H O L A R .”

P

Robert T. Brousseau

rofessor Robert T. Brousseau passed away
on March 30, 2018. He was born in West
Point, NY. He grew up in a decorated military
family – his father was a graduate of West
Point and a U.S. Air Force pilot and his
grandfather was an oral surgeon in the U.S.
Army Dental Corps. Professor Brousseau
graduated from General H.H. Arnold High
School in Wiesbaden, Germany. He then
attended Georgetown University, where he
graduated cum laude and Phi Beta Kappa from
the University’s School of Foreign Service.
After graduating from Georgetown, he
attended law school at Duke University,
where he received his J.D. with distinction
and was a member of the Duke Law Journal.
He remained a true “Dukie” and avid Duke
basketball fan his whole life. He also holds an
LL.M. from Columbia University.
After his legal studies, Professor Brousseau
started his career at Baker Botts in Houston.
He then moved to academia, where he held
numerous professorships: Associate Professor
at Mercer University in Georgia, visiting
Associate Professor at both the University of
Texas at Austin and Tulsa School of Law and,
finally, a Professor of Law at SMU Dedman
School of Law from 1977 to 1984. He loved
all things SMU and you could catch him
cheering on Pony basketball most weekends.
Following his tenure at SMU, he joined the
law firm Stutzman, Bromberg, Esserman &
Plifka in Dallas, where he became a partner
and worked for 27 years.

“Bob Brousseau was an engaging, caring
colleague and a gifted classroom teacher and
innovative scholar. But he loved being a
lawyer even more than being a law professor
and, after leaving SMU, went on to a very
successful law practice in Dallas,” said Paul
Rogers, Marilyn Jeanne Johnson
Distinguished Faculty Fellow, Professor of
Law and former Dean at SMU Dedman Law.
“Throughout the remainder of his life, he
continued to care deeply about SMU and the
law school. We will certainly miss him and
gratefully and fondly remember his many
contributions to the law school while he
served on the faculty.”
Professor Brousseau is survived by his
daughter Alexandra Halbardier, her husband
Ford and their son Louis; his son Arthur
Brousseau; two sisters; a brother and
their families.
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Professor of Law Emeritus and the Marilyn Jeanne
Johnson Distinguished Law Faculty Fellow Emeritus

P

rofessor Regis W. Campfield passed away
on October 27, 2017. He taught at SMU
Dedman School of Law for 32 years before
retiring in 2009. His important and enduring
contributions to the area of trusts and estates
made him a true luminary in his field. He was
a prolific writer, scholar and speaker from the
beginning of his academic career. Originally
from Western Pennsylvania, he received his
B.B.A. cum laude in 1963 from Notre Dame
University and his LL.B. in 1966 from the
University of Virginia where he was an Editor
of the Virginia Law Review.

Regis W. Campfield

After law school, Professor Campfield
practiced with the law firm of Squire, Sanders
& Dempsey in Cleveland, Ohio. While with
the law firm, he also served briefly in the Air
Force, followed by service as a Navy Reserve
Judge Advocate General Corps officer. Upon
leaving the law firm, he returned to his alma
mater, Notre Dame, where he became a
tenured faculty member of the Law School.

“ H I S I M P O R TA N T A N D E N D U R I N G CO N T R I B U T I O N S
TO T H E A R E A S O F T R U S T S A N D E S TAT E S M A D E H I M
A T R U E LU M I N A RY I N H I S F I E L D.”
In 1977, Professor Campfield served as a
visiting professor at SMU Dedman Law and
subsequently accepted a permanent position as
Professor of Law. At SMU, he taught courses in
Wills and Trusts, Estate and Gift Taxation, and
Estate Planning. “I had the pleasure of
knowing my esteemed colleague and friend,
Regis for more than 40 years,” said Henry J.
Lischer Jr., Professor of Law Emeritus at SMU
Dedman Law. “He was a well-respected scholar
and teacher who attained a level of professional accomplishment and recognition
attained by very few. Those at SMU Dedman
Law benefitted greatly from his work, and for
the luster he added to this institution.”
Professor Campfield founded the Notre Dame
Tax & Estate Planning Institute, a continuing

legal education program that he chaired for
more than 30 years. He was instrumental in
organizing a number of Estate Planning
Briefings for the Communities Foundation of
Texas.
He was the recipient of the Distinguished
Accredited Estate Planner award, which is a
lifetime achievement award from the National
Association of Estate Planners & Council.
Professor Campfield was a member of the
American Law Institute, a Fellow and past
Regent of the American College of Trust and
Estate Counsel, a Fellow of the American
College of Tax Counsel, and a former member
of the Executive Council of the International
Academy of Estate and Trust Law. He was a
member of the American Bar Association
Section of Taxation, its Estate and Gift Tax
Committee, and past Chair of its Committee
on Tax Practice Management.
He was a Member of the Technology
Committee of the American College of Trust
and Estate Counsel, Chair of the Committee
on Tax Legislation and Regulations; Joint
Property (Section of the Real Property, Probate
and Trust Law of the American Bar
Association), and the Editor of Probate Lawyer,
the annual publication of the American
College of Trust and Estate Counsel.
“Many lawyers had the privilege to study
under Professor Campfield’s watchful eye
and instruction, and many scholars and
practitioners have relied upon his extensive
body of scholarly work,” said Dean Jennifer
Collins. “He had a deep compassion for
and dedication to SMU Dedman Law and
will be greatly missed by all.”
Professor Campfield is survived by his wife
Dr. Mary Tarpley Campfield; two daughters,
Claire and Allison and their husbands;
brother-in-law Charles A. Tarpley and his
wife; his grandchildren and their families.
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he John E. Kennedy Memorial Scholarships are
given in honor of Professor John Kennedy, who served on
the faculty with distinction for 20 years until his untimely death in
1989. Professor Kennedy was a beloved teacher who had a strong
commitment to the law as a service profession. It is most fitting
that the awards given in his memory are presented to the J.D.
graduates who are deemed by their classmates to exemplify the spirit
of service by working tirelessly to benefit the law school community.

Jourdan Dukes
Jourdan is originally from Red Oak, Texas,
and received her B.B.A. from Stephen F.
Austin State University. Before law school,
Jourdan worked with Anthem Strong
Families, a non-profit supporting and
educating communities to build strong
families. In law school, she continued this work as chief student
attorney with the VanSickle Family Law Clinic where she represented
low-income clients in family law matters.
Jourdan also served as treasurer of the Student Bar Association and
was a very dedicated member of the Barristers. During the summer
after her first year, Jourdan interned with the capital murder division
of the Dallas Public Defender’s office. As a rising 3L, she interned
with Constitutional Law Center for Muslims in America.

Joanna Munselle Pearce
Joanna is a Hutchison Scholar and served
on the SMU Law Review Association Board
of Editors as the Journal of Air Law and
Commerce associate managing editor.
Joanna was president of OUTLAW and
was responsible for organizing Diversity
Week at the law school. She was named champion of the 2016
Closing Arguments Competition, a 1L best brief nominee, and best
advocate in her round of the Jackson Walker Moot Court
Competition.
Joanna was an instrumental part of a team of students who provided
research assistance on an amicus brief that Professors Dale Carpenter
and Joanna Grossman wrote and submitted to the Texas Supreme
Court. The case, Pidgeon v. Turner, involved an important question on
the scope of the U.S. Supreme Court’s ruling in Obergefell v. Hodges,
in which it legalized marriage for same-sex couples. Joanna and her
team made it possible for the professors to weigh in, on short notice,
and share some insights with the court from their own research.

T

he Sarah Tran Award honors beloved faculty member
Sarah Tran, whose selfless service and unyielding commitment
to her students and her scholarship in the face of personal adversity
represent the very best of our profession. The award is selected by
the faculty and is presented to a student who exemplifies the highest
standards of leadership, service, and dedication to the nobility of
the legal profession.

William C.M. Matthews
Will served as president and treasurer of
the Student Bar Association. Under his
leadership, the SBA formed recreational
teams in several sports through SMU’s
intramural sports program, including a
championship soccer team. The SBA also
created a new “Craw for Charity” event and changed the Barristers
Ball to a formal event that raised $6,000 for the Bridge & Armour
Scholarship Fund. Will served as an SBA Mentor to incoming 1Ls
and in his third year, as co-director of the SBA Mentor Program. In
addition to the SBA, Will served as Lord Chief Baron of the
Barristers service organization.
Will externed with HBK Capital Management, served as chief
student attorney for the Federal Taxpayers Clinic, and worked with
the Alliance Family of Companies.

Catherine Parsley
Catherine was a member of the SMU Law
Review Association and served on the Board
of Editors as associate managing editor for
the Journal of Air Law and Commerce. She
was active in SMU Women in Law. She
interned with the Human Rights Initiative
of North Texas where she helped survivors of domestic abuse and
other crimes and externed for Chief Justice Nathan Hecht ’74
with the Supreme Court of Texas.
Catherine was very active in the Association for Public Interest Law
throughout her time here and served as president of APIL her 3L
year. She was also very active in SBA and was both an SBA Mentor,
as well as co-director of the SBA Mentor Program during her final
year.
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LEGAL CLINICS

Judicial Clerkships
(L to R)

HANNA KIM ’17

BRADEN ALLMAN ’18

The Honorable Hal

The Honorable Reed O’Connor;

R. Ray, Jr.; Magistrate Judge,

Judge, United States District

United States District Court for

Court for the Northern District

the Northern District

of Texas

of Texas

CORY SCANLON ’18

LUCIANA E. MILANO ’17

The Honorable Phil Johnson;

The Honorable Reed O’Connor;

Justice, Supreme Court of

Judge, United States District

Texas

Court for the Northern

ANDREW UPTON ’18

District of Texas

Court of Appeals for the

EMMA PERSSON ’18

Eleventh District of Texas

The Honorable Harlin

ALEXANDER P. COHEN ’18
The Honorable Ronald
B. King; Chief Judge,
United States

D. Hale; Judge, United States
Bankruptcy Court for the
Northern District of Texas
ALEX RAHN ’18

Bankruptcy Court

The Honorable

for the Western

Elizabeth W. Magner;

District of Texas
DALEY RACHEL
EPSTEIN ’18
The Honorable Douglas

Judge, United States
District Court for the
Eastern District of
Louisiana

Lang; Justice, Court of Appeals

LACI RESENDIZ ’17

for the Fifth District of Texas

The Honorable Gordon Quist;

Not pictured:
GRACE DICKSON ’18
The Honorable Charles S. Miller,
Jr.; Magistrate Judge, United
States District Court for the
District of North Dakota

Judge, United States District
Court for the Western District
of Michigan
STEVEN B. TAYLOR ’17
The Honorable Terry
R. Means; Senior Judge,
United States District

LANDON M. HANKINS ’17

Court for the Northern

The Honorable Irene Rios;

District of Texas

Justice, Court of Appeals
for the Fourth District of Texas
LONDON
RYYNANEN ENGLAND, ’18
The Honorable Kimberly
Priest Johnson; Magistrate
Judge, United States District
Court for the Eastern District
of Texas

Amplifying the Impact
• The VanSickle Family Law Clinic continued its
successful Pro Se Clinic for litigants appearing in the Dallas
County Family Courts. Students have provided assistance to
more than 800 litigants since the inception of the clinic in 2017.

• The Civil/Consumer Clinic launched a Pro Se Clinic in
collaboration with Dallas County Courts, SMU Distinguished
alumna Judge Tonya Parker ’98, and UNT of Dallas School of
Law. The Clinic also received a Texas Bar Foundation Hurricane
Harvey Disaster Relief Grant for work in collaboration with
TRLA that provides stipends for students to provide representation in FEMA appeals and other disaster-related matters,

• The Criminal Justice Clinic collaborated with the Dallas
County District Attorney’s Office in the Second Annual
Expunction Expo to provide assistance to more than 200 eligible
applicants.

• The W.W. Caruth Child Advocacy Clinic will soon
launch its new podcast “Aged Out: The Stories That Built Us” to
raise awareness regarding the child welfare system and give
youth who have aged out of foster care a voice. Seed funding
was provided by the Golden Rule Family Foundation.

• The Judge Elmo B. Hunter Legal Center for

Victims of Crimes Against Women published Taking
Aim at Family Violence (www.law.smu.edu/gunsurrenderreport),
which analyzed Dallas County’s Gun Surrender program, and
led to the creation of a county-wide taskforce to further
implement the Center’s recommendations.

• The Family Immigration Detention Clinic had a
second spring break to Karnes County Detention Center to help
families in detention prepare their applications for asylum.
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STUDENT LIFE

Inaugural Wellness Week at SMU Dedman School of Law

T

he ABA Law Student Division selected
March 28 as the official National
Mental Health Day at law schools across
the country and encouraged schools to
sponsor educational programs and events.

To observe the event, SMU Dedman School of
Law designated the last week of March as
Wellness Week and put together a series of
events to help students maintain a balanced life
and cope with law school stressors in a healthy
way.
Steve Yeager ’93, the dean of students at SMU
Dedman Law, said the school devoted an entire
week to the subject because “it is incredibly
important and relevant to our student body. Law
students are notoriously known for living
‘unbalanced lives.’” According to Yeager, “Law
school is known for late nights, high doses of

“ M Y G OA L F O R T H E W E E K
WA S TO C R E AT E A N O P E N
D I A LO G U E A B O U T
W E L L N E S S A N D M E N TA L
H E A LT H .”
caffeine, and locking yourself away in the library
for a month to study for exams. Just like other
20-somethings, law students also deal with a
host of common mental health issues like
anxiety and depression.
“My goal for the week was to create an open
dialogue about wellness and mental health to
help our students become more successful
students and ultimately legal professionals.”
Yeager said.
“We also wanted to help break some of the
stigma associated with severe depression and
anxiety among law students,” he added. “Many
law students hear that mild depression and
anxiety can prevent them from passing the
character and fitness exam for the Texas Bar
Exam. This is not correct and can have the
unfortunate effect of deterring students who
really need psychological counseling and
treatment from seeking help.”

Below are the events and programs sponsored
during Wellness Week.
It’s Okay
to Ask for
Help: We
began the
week with an
information
campaign
seeking to
dispel the myth about mild depression and
anxiety preventing students from being
able to sit for the bar. Called “It’s Okay to
Ask for Help,” the campaign included
posters with the actual mental health
question the Texas Board of Law Examiners
asks and resources for those who might
need help.

The Addicted Lawyer: Brian Cuban,
the younger brother of Dallas Mavericks
owner and entrepreneur Mark Cuban, is a
Dallas based attorney, author and addiction
recovery advocate. He spoke about his
experiences with mental health issues,
both as a law student at the University of
Pittsburgh and practicing attorney in Dallas
more than 20 years. Brian discussed his
recovery and how he redefined his career
and restored his family and passion for life.

This Wasn’t What We Agreed To:
Remedies for
a Brain in
Breach: Kelly
Rentzel ’02 and
Ann Marie
Cowdrey ’92 are
SMU Dedman
Law alums,
successful attorneys, and friends who are
passionate about mental health. Ann Marie
and Kelly combined forces to lead students
in an open discussion on mental illness.

Be Kind to Yourself: Another
SMU Dedman Law alum and in-house
attorney, Betty Ungerman ’90, taught
students about the importance of
exercising self-compassion and encouraged them to go easier on themselves.

Tips for Optimizing Your Brain
Function
and
Improving
Mental
Health:
SMU Dedman
Law alum
and editor
of How to Feed a Brain, Elisabeth A.
Wilson ’07, shared some easy (and
non-prescription) ways students can
achieve optimal brain health through
nutrition, mindfulness and meditation.

Color Me Calm: As a fun way to
wrap up the successful week, the Student
Bar Association provided mandalas
(ancient Indian Sanskrit for circle) and
other therapeutic designs for students to
color. Research has shown that coloring
forces the mind to focus on the task at hand
– which doesn’t leave room for it to focus on
stress.
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Congratulations!
CLASS OF 2018

The Mustang Bar

Law Alumni Association

230
J.D. Candidates

+
6

J.D./M.B.A. Candidates

58
LL.M. Candidates
—
(43 Comparative
& International;
12 Taxation; 3 General)

2
S.J.D. Candidates

Commencement
address by

Michael
M. Boone ’67
Co-founder and Partner
of Haynes and Boone, LLP

Performed a total of

23,813 hours
of Public Service for
an average of

99 hours
per student
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SEEN & HEARD

1

2

4

6

3

5

7

1 Office of Career Services Boot Camp; August 1, 2017 2 Deason Criminal Justice Reform Center “Unlikely Allies: The
Nonpartisan Fight for Criminal Justice Reform” Discussion with Van Jones, CNN Commentator and New York Times
Best-selling Author, and Doug Deason, President of Deason Capital Services and Criminal Justice Reform Advocate;
August 18, 2017 3 First Day of Classes and Solar Eclipse Watch Party; August 21, 2017 4 SMU Reads: Matthew
Desmond, New York Times Best-selling and Pulitzer Prize-winning author of Evicted: Poverty and Profit in the
American City, Lecture; August 24, 2017 5 SMU Law Student Organization Fair; August 31, 2017 6 Faculty Forum:
Professor Tom Lininger, University of Oregon School of Law, “Green Ethics for Judges” and “Green Ethics for
Lawyers”; September 14, 2017 7 SMU Law Diversity Week; September 25–28, 2017
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FAC U LT Y/S T U D E N T
DISCUSSIONS

8

“Flash Classes”
Charlottesville and Its Aftermath
August 22, 2017
The Aftermath of Hurricane Harvey
September 6, 2017

9

10

Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals
(DACA)
September 20, 2017
Tales from the Crypt: Sexual
Harassment Scandals in Hollywood
and Beyond
October 31, 2017

11

12

13
8 Corporate Law Association – meeting with Darryl Marsch, VP, General
Counsel, and Secretary of WingStop; October 12, 2017 9 Deason Criminal
Justice Reform Center “EXONERATED: Dallas County Exonerees Share Their
Stories”; October 17, 2017 10 SMU Homecoming Parade – Dean Collins;
November 4, 2017 11 Inns of Court Community Service: Salvation Army Lunch
Bag Project; November 6, 2017

12 Take Back the Law: Legal Careers

Combatting Violence Against Women; November 8, 2017 13 Dallas Bar
Association and Caruth Institute for Children’s Rights Education Symposium:
Improving the Lives of Children through Advocacy; November 9, 2017
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14
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16

20
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17

20

18

21

14 SMU Dedman Law’s Sports and Entertainment Law Association “Legal and Ethical Issues in College Athletics”;
November 28, 2017 15 SMU Certificate Program in Ethics and Compliance; February 21–22, 2018 16 Texas Lawyers
for Children (the Child Protection Connection for Texas) and the W.W. Caruth, Jr. Institute for Children’s Rights;
Champions for Children Keynote Matthew Sandusky; December 1, 2017 17 Career Foundations & Professional
Development – Professionalism Summit 2018; January 10, 2018 18 Career Services “Meet the Firms”; January 17,
2018 19 Public Advocate Day; January 24, 2018 20 Tower Center Program featuring SMU Law Professor Anthony
Colangelo “The Duty to Obey Illegal Nuclear Strike Orders”; February 12, 2018 21 Professor Linda S. Eads “The Last
Lecture: ‘What I have Learned About How Difficult It Is To Be A Citizen-Lawyer’”; February 22, 2018

SEEN & HEARD

|

SMU
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Events & Symposia

22

23

Tsai Talk: Creating Growth-Oriented IP
Strategies for Startups
September 13, 2017
13th Annual Symposium on Emerging
Intellectual Property Issues: The Value
of Intellectual Property
September 29, 2017

24

25

Tsai Talk: Technology and Data
Protection in the Aviation Industry
October 26, 2017
Tsai Talk: Advice for Practicing
Technology Law In-House
November 2, 2017
Technology, Innovation and Law:
Designing Legal Apps Showcase
January 18, 2018
Tsai Talk: A Discussion on Data Privacy
Regulation
January 25, 2018

26
22 Deason Criminal Justice Reform Center Screening of award-winning
documentary “It’s Criminal”; March 1, 2018 23 Tax Reform Talk: An Insider’s
Look at the Law’s Drafting and Its Impact – Professors Christopher Hanna
and Orly Mazur; Dallas – February 7, 2018 and Houston – March 7, 2018
24 SMU Dedman School of Law Wellness Week; March 26–30, 2018
25 Faculty Forum: Professor Richard L. “Ricky” Revesz, NYU School of
Law; March 28, 2018 26 52nd Annual Air Law Symposium; April 5-6, 2018

Bitcoin: Business Opportunities and
Regulatory Risk Panel Discussions:
February 16, 2018
Tsai Talk: Is That Fair (Use)? Third Party
Trademarks in Film, Print, Video Games
and Other Media
March 1, 2018
2018 Innovation Lecture: John Carmack,
Chief Technology Officer of Oculus VR,
Founder of Armadillo Aerospace, and
Co-Founder of id Software
March 21, 2018
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CLASS NOTES

1960s

Charles L. Reynolds Lifetime
Achievement Award.
Judge John J. Brunetti LLM ’75

was appointed Legislative Counsel
for New York State Senator John A.
DeFancisco.

J. Bruce Bugg, Jr. ’79 was
appointed by Governor Greg Abbott
on September 19, 2017, as
Chairman of the Texas
Transportation Commission, which
oversees statewide activities of the
Texas Department of Transportation.

Robert Albaral ’84, of Baker

McKenzie, was named Managing
Partner of the Dallas office.
George C. Dunlap Jr. ’84 joined

Jackson Walker LLP as a real estate
partner in the Dallas office.
Elizabeth H. Richard ’84 was

confirmed on May 17, 2016, by the
U.S. Senate as the U.S. Ambassador
to the Lebanese Republic.

Thomas W. Luce, III ’66, a lifelong
champion of education and mental
health, received the 2018 Linz Award
for his life of service to the Dallas
community.

1970s

David E. Keltner ’75, of Kelly
Hart & Hallman LLP, received the
Tarrant County Bar Association’s
most prestigious award, the
Blackstone Award, given for proven
ability, integrity, and courage in the
practice of law.
Hubert A. Crouch ’76, bestselling author, released his third
book, The Weight, winning the
silver medal of 2017 Readers
Favorite Awards for legal thrillers.

LLP, received the Texas Appleseed
2017 J. Chrys Dougherty Good
Apple Award for her lifetime
commitment to her profession,
public service and accessible justice.
In January 2018, she was inducted
into the Texas Legal Legends by the
State Bar of Texas.

Judge for the United States District
Court for the Northern District of
Texas, was the recipient of the 2017
Amarillo Area Bar Association

1980s
Michael “Mike” G. Gruber ’81

joined Dorsey & Whitney LLP as a
partner in the Dallas office.
Paul B. Sander ’81 joined Spencer

Charles Walker Brumskine LLM
’82, Senior Partner of Brumskine &

recipient of the 2018 Dan Rugeley
Price Memorial Award from the
Texas Bar Foundation. He joined
Diamond McCarthy LLP in April
2018.
Clyde M. Siebman ’84 was
honored in a ceremony hosted by
Chief Judge Ron Clark of the U.S.
District Court for the Eastern District
of Texas for his decades of work to
improve the practice of law.

Associates, recently ran for President
of Liberia, West Africa.
Jeff Dunn ’82, of Munsch Hardt

Kopf & Harr, P.C., was appointed by
NACHA, The Electronic Payments
Association, to its National
Arbitration Board.

Albon O. Head, Jr. ’71, a Jackson

The Honorable Clinton E.
Averitte ’74, retired U.S. Magistrate

Mark A. Shank ’84 was the

Fane LLP as Office Managing Partner
in the Plano office.

Harriet Miers ’70, of Locke Lord

Walker LLP partner, was elected as a
Fellow of the Texas Bar Foundation
in recognition of his outstanding
professional achievements and
demonstrated commitment to the
improvement of the justice system.
He also received the SMU
Distinguished Alumni Award in
November 2017.

Cheryl Pollman ’79, a volunteer
with the Immigrant Justice Project,
was a recipient of the Louise Raggio
Women’s Legal Advocate Award.

Kent Hofmeister ’76, of Brown &
Hofmeister, was selected by the
Federal Bar Association to receive the
Earl W. Kinter Award for
Distinguished Service — given to
honor long-term outstanding
achievement, distinguished
leadership, and participation in the
activities of the association’s chapters
and divisions throughout the nation.
Steven D. Wolens ’76, a

principal of McKool Smith, was
elected Chairman of the Texas
Ethics Commission.

Patrick Sargent ’82 was elected as
a Fellow of the Texas Bar Foundation
in recognition of his outstanding
professional achievements and
demonstrated commitment to the
improvement of the justice system.
Elisa Maloff Reiter ’83 was the

Honorary Chair of the 2017 Family
Compass Gala, which honored her
for her work on the agency’s Board of
Directors.

Michele Wong Krause ’85, a
Dallas-based solo practitioner, was
elected to the American Bar
Association Board of Governors for a
three-year term by the ABA House of
Delegates at its annual meeting in
Chicago in August 2018.
Tanya Dohoney ’86 joined

Varghese Summersett PLLC as Of
Counsel.
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Randy Beck ’88 was named the
Associate Dean for Academic Affairs
at the University of Georgia School of
Law.

Bud Doxey, Jr. ’94 joined
Greenberg Traurig, LLP as a
shareholder.

Jinsung Lee LLM ’88 was

was named Senior Vice President,
General Counsel and Secretary for
Oncor Electric Delivery Company
LLC.

inaugurated as President of the
Constitutional Court of Korea.
Janet Bawcom ’89, of Dell

Technologies, was awarded the 2017
Senior Managing Counsel Award for
Outstanding Managing Counsel for a
Large Department by the Texas
General Counsel Forum.

1990s

Matthew “Matt” C. Henry ’94

Jamil Alibhai ’95, a partner at

Munck Wilson Mandala, LLP, was
elected to the Board of Directors of
Make-A-Wish® North Texas.
Erin Nealy Cox ’95 was
confirmed by the Senate as United
States Attorney for the Northern
District of Texas.

Robert Doggett ’90 was named

Julie Timmer ’95 was appointed

Executive Director of Texas
RioGrande Legal Aid.

Vice President and General Counsel
of NSF International, a global
public health organization.

Paula Beasley ’91 joined

Farrow-Gillespie & Heath LLP as a
partner.
Vicki Blanton ’91, AT&T

Assistant Vice President and Senior
Legal Counsel, received the 2018
Outstanding Corporate Counsel
Achievement Award from the
National Bar Association Women
Lawyers’ Division – the largest
national organization of African
American attorneys in the U.S.,
with the Women’s Division being
one of the NBA’s largest divisions.

Jeff Dalton ’96 was named
Senior Vice President, General
Counsel and Corporate Secretary
for Aspira.
Michelle V. Larson ’96 joined

the Dallas office of Carrington,
Coleman, Sloman & Blumenthal,
LLP, as an insolvency and
reorganization practice partner.
Jamey Seely ’96 was appointed
Executive Vice President and
General Counsel of Gates
Corporation.

Louis Meng ’91 joined Blank
Rome LLP, Shanghai Representative
Office, USA as a partner in the
Corporate, M&A, and Securities
Group.

Denise Scofield ’92 joined the

named President of Dallas’ Klyde
Warren Park.
Matthew Yarbrough ’93 joined
Squire Patton Boggs as a partner.
Lou Ann Brunenn ’94 joined the
Dallas office of Greenberg Traurig,
LLP as a shareholder.

The Honorable Rebecca Tustin
Rutherford ’98, Magistrate Judge

in the United States District Court
for the Northern District of Texas,
was sworn in by Chief Judge
Barbara M. G. Lynn ’76 in January
2018.
Derek H. Sparks ’98 joined Kelley

Gemma Descoteaux ’98,

a partner at Sheppard, Mullin,
Richter & Hampton, was named
Outstanding Director by the Dallas
Women Lawyers Association in
recognition of her commitment to
advancing women in the legal
industry, mentoring young
attorneys, and connecting women in
the community. She was also

2000s
Catherine Paulson ’00 relocated

back to Dallas as Vice President,
General Counsel & Corporate
Secretary of Cinepolis, the world’s
4th largest movie theater company.

Kronenberg’s Miami office as a
partner.
Jeanette Teckman ’98, Vice

President and Associate General
Counsel at Match Group, was
awarded the 2017 Magna Stella
Award for Major Litigation by the
Texas General Counsel Forum.
Allen J. Dickey ’99, a shareholder

at Polsinelli PC, was elected as a
Fellow of the Texas Bar Foundation
in recognition of his outstanding
professional achievements and
demonstrated commitment to the
improvement of the justice system.
nominated for LACCA’s (Latin
American Corporate Counsel
Association) Deal-Making Award,
celebrating those in-house running
high-profile and complex deals
across the region.

Manager by the Murfreesboro,
Tennessee City Council.

Kathryn “Kit” Sawers ’93 was

James Savina ’99 was named
Executive Vice President and
General Counsel for Wyndham
Destinations.

Horacio Garcia-Masi ’99 was

Craig Tindall ’91 was named City

Houston office of Winston &
Strawn as a partner.

appointed the 2018 President of the
Dallas-Fort Worth Chapter of the
Association for Corporate Growth
(ACG).

Abigail B. Willie ’00 was
selected to be a 2018–2019 United
States Supreme Court Fellow
Photo: Texas Lawyer
assigned to the Administrative
Office of the United States Courts,
the central support entity for the
Judicial Branch.
Michelle Hartmann ’01 joined

Baker McKenzie as a partner in
Dallas.
Jennifer Kukla ’01 joined

Winstead’s Real Estate Finance,
Default Resolution & Servicing
Practice Group as Of Counsel in
the Dallas office.
Patricia Mastropierro ’01, was
promoted to Partner in the Dallas
and Mexico City offices of Haynes
and Boone, LLP.
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Linda E. Molina ’01 was
appointed by Governor Abbott to
the Texas Medical Board.
Jessica Magee ’02, former SEC
Associate Regional Director, joined
the Beneficient Company Group as
General Counsel.
Ashley McDowell ’02 is
Co-founder of Turner McDowell,
PLLC, a Family Law firm.

CLASS NOTES

Adam Rabinowitz ’04 joined
Hornberger Fuller & Garza, Inc., as
a shareholder in the firm’s
Commercial Real Estate Practice
Group.

Partner at Carstens & Cahoon.

Robert Moore ’03, of Baker

McKenzie, was named Managing
Partner of the Miami Office.

Business, Tax and Estates Section as
an associate in the Fort Worth office.

Phoenix office of CMOC
International as Senior Counsel.

Stephen Liu ’05 was promoted to

University of Idaho College of
Law Professor, was awarded a
2018-2020 University Mid-Career
Award in recognition of her
contributions to the university,
her college, students and field.

Grant Austin Dickey JD ’08, LLM
’17 joined Cantey Hanger LLP’s

David Johnson ’04 joined the

Austin office of Kelly Hart &
Hallman LLP as an associate.

Wendy Gerwick Couture ’03,

D E D M A N S C H O O L O F L AW

Fane’s Dallas office as Managing
Partner in the business litigation
area.

Robert H. Baker ’05 joined the

2018 Boston Marathon wearing bib
#20043.

SMU

Jason Cross ’04 joined Spencer

Scott Thomas ’04 joined
Winston & Strawn LLP as a partner
in the Dallas office.

Jenny Rosell ’02 competed in the

|

Jason Mueller ’05 joined

Antonio Peña ’06, a shareholder
with Greenberg Traurig, LLP, was
appointed President and is a member
of the Board of Directors of the
Inter-American Chapter of the
United States-Mexico Chamber
of Commerce.
Krissy Turner ’06, Assistant Vice
President and Senior Legal Counsel at
AT&T, was part of the legal team that
secured the AT&T/Time Warner
merger.

Sheppard Mullin’s Dallas office as a
partner.

Trey Crawford ’07 and Michael
Lang ’02 opened Crawford

Grant Wood ‘05, named the

Wishnew Lang PLLC, a boutique
litigation firm.

2018-19 President of the Preston
Center Rotary Club in Dallas.
Chris Bailey ’06 joined Bloomberg

BNA as a State Tax Law Editor.
Jamie Carter ’06 was promoted

to Counsel at Haynes and Boone,
LLP.
Andrew Lombardi ’06, was

promoted to Senior Vice President,
General Counsel for Crescent Real
Estate LLC.

Russell Booth ’07 joined the Austin

office of McGinnis Lochridge as a
partner.
Hilary B. Lefko ’07, of Hunton

Andrews Kruth LLP, was promoted to
Partner.
Brian D. Poe ’07 launched the law
firm of Brian D. Poe, Attorney at Law
PLLC specializing in state and federal
criminal defense.
Aaron Rigby ’07 was promoted to
Partner at Sidley Austin in Dallas.
Kimberly King Webb ’07 was
promoted to Deputy General Counsel
of CHRISTUS Health.

Kristin Kruze Lotz ’06 and

Wesley Lotz welcomed their twins
William Morris Lotz and Abigail
Grace Lotz on September 5, 2017.
Brian Patterson ’06 was named

Partner at Akin Gump Strauss
Hauer & Feld LLP in Houston and
Dallas.

History Maker Awardees by the Black
Alumni of SMU Board. This award is
presented to an alumnus or alumna
of SMU who has demonstrated a
record of distinguished service and
extraordinary achievement in a
particular discipline, organization or
cause that brings distinction to the
university.
Erin England ’08 of Haynes and

Boone, LLP, was promoted to Partner
in the Dallas office.
Neil Ferrari ’08, of Munck Wilson
Mandala, LLP, was elected as a 2018
partner.
David Gail ’08, of Weil, Gotshal &

Manges LLP, was elected Partner in
the firm’s Corporate Department.
Patrick Hanchey ’08, was selected

as a partner at Alston Bird. He was
also elected as a Fellow of the Texas
Bar Foundation in recognition of
his outstanding professional
achievements and demonstrated
commitment to the improvement
of the justice system.
Rick Jordan ’08, shareholder of

Regional General Counsel, Americas
for Align Technology, Inc., in San
Jose, California.

Polsinelli PC, was elected Co-Chair of
the firm’s nationwide Venture Capital
and Emerging Growth Companies
practice group.

Carolyn Benson ’08 joined

Annie Lau ’08, a partner at Fisher

Sheppard Mullin’s Dallas office as a
partner.

Phillips LLP’s San Francisco office,
was selected by the Leadership
Council on Legal Diversity (LCLS) to
participate in their 2018 Fellows
Program.

Ross Allen ’08 was promoted to
J. David Wicker ’03, a partner at
Stites & Harbison PLLC, was
named a finalist for the 2017
Nashville Emerging Leaders Awards,
was recognized on the 2017
Attorney for Justice Pro Bono Honor
Roll of the Tennessee Supreme
Court, and elected to the Board of
Directors for the Nashville
Downtown Partnership.

Lacy Durham ’08 was one of three

Matthew Bivona ’08 named

Partner at Akin Gump Strauss Hauer
& Feld LLP in Dallas.
Cole Bredthauer ’08, was elected

Partner at Thompson & Knight LLP
in the Fort Worth office.

Benton Lewis ’08, of Weil, Gotshal
& Manges LLP, was elected Partner in
the firm’s Corporate Department.
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Kathryne Morris ’08, of Clark Hill

Brad Smith ’09, of Kane Russell

Strasburger, received the Dallas
Association of Young Lawyer’s
Outstanding Mentor Award.

Coleman Logan PC, was promoted
to Director in the Dallas office.

Michelle Vincent Parker ’08, of

Thompson & Knight LLP, was
promoted to Partner.
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Mala Sharma ’11, of Sharma &
Associates, was appointed by
Governor Abbott to the Texas
Commission on Fire Protection.

Anne Moretti Langford ’14 joined

Blackwell as a partner in the firm’s
Financial Services & Capital Markets
industry group of their Milwaukee
and Madison, Wisconson offices.

Blake Billings ’12 joined the Fort

Brielle Stewart ’14 joined the San
Antonio firm of Santoyo Moore
Wehmeyer PC.

Jonathan Whalen ’09 was named

Accelerate Resources as General
Counsel.

Derek J. Taylor ’09 joined Husch

Partner at Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher
LLP.

Worth firm of Harris, Finley &
Bogle, P.C.
David Latham ’12 joined

Lolly Chauppette ’10 joined

Greenberg Traurig, LLP, as an
associate.
Pettit Law Firm, was named the 2017
Outstanding Young Lawyer of the
year by the Texas Young Lawyers
Association. In 2018, she was also the
first runner up for the William Reece
Smith, Jr. National Outstanding
Young Lawyer Award given by the
American Bar Association.

Patricia Q. Hu ’10 joined Munck

Wilson Mandala, LLP, as an associate
in the Technology/Intellectual
Property Law Group.
Kristina Kiik ’10 opened The Law

Offices of Kristina A. Kiik, PLLC.

Managing Member of Torres Law,
PLLC.

Parker A. Lee ’10, of Hunton

Winstead PC’s Corporate, Securities/
M&A Practice Group as Of Counsel
in the firm’s Austin office.
Hamad M. Hamad ’09, of Caldwell

Cassady & Curry, was promoted to
Principal.
Cory Feldman ’09, of Haynes and

Boone, LLP, was promoted to Partner
in the Dallas office.
Zach Gordon ’09 was named

Partner at the Indianapolis office of
Taft Stettinius & Hollister, LLP.

Andrews Kruth LLP, was promoted
to Partner.
Drew Mosier ’10 re-joined Weil,
Gotshal & Manges LLP as an
associate in their Dallas office.
Jonathan Spiller ’10, General

Counsel for CTI Foods, was awarded
the 2017 Magna Stella award for
Solo General Counsel by the Texas
General Counsel Forum.
Alexander Farr ’11 joined the

international law firm of Weil,
Gotshall & Manges LLP as an
associate in the firm’s Tax, Executive
Compensation & Benefits
Department.

as TYLA President at the State Bar of
Texas Annual Meeting in Houston
on June 22, 2018.

PLLC as an associate.

Alana C. Matthews
(Newhouse)’12 and her husband,

Grant, celebrated the birth of their
son, Declan Macallister Matthews,
born May 31, 2018, weighing 8 lbs.
8 ounces and was 22 inches long.
Nichole Plagens ’12 joined Munck
Wilson Mandala, LLP, as an
associate.
Salman Bhojani ’13, of Bhojani &

Nelson, was recently elected to the
Euless City Council.
Jay Forester ’13 teamed up with
Matthew Haynie ’13 to form

Travis D. Jones ’16 published his

law review article, “Enforcing
Intellectual Property Without
Unintentionally Triggering
Litigation,” in the American Journal of
Trial Advocacy at Samford University
Cumberland School of Law.

Forester Haynie PLLC.

Dorlin Lafer-Sousa ’16 joined

Alexandra Guio ’13, of the Dallas

Cowles & Thompson as an
associate.

County District Attorney’s Office,
received the Dallas Association of
Young Lawyer’s Outstanding Young
Lawyer Award.

Harrison Papaila ’16 joined Kane

Russell Coleman Logan as an
associate.

Christopher A. Klement ’13

Sydnie Shimkus ’16 joined the

joined the Dallas office of Cantey
Hanger LLP as an associate.

Dallas office of Cantey Hanger LLP
as an associate.
Evan Kirkham ’17 joined

Birmingham office of Maynard
Cooper & Gale as an associate in the
firm’s Litigation Section.

Veronica Shade ’13 is a State Tax
Law Editor at Bloomberg BNA
contributing to the “Extras on
Excise” blog series.

Pamela Ross ’11, Founder and

Robert Gallman ’14 serves as Vice

Carling Nguyen ’11 joined the

Sally Pretorius ’09 was sworn in

Adam Bell ’16 joined Bailey Brauer

Ryan L. Groves ’10 joined
McKinney & Malapit Law in
Muncie, Indiana, as a partner.

Olga Torres ’08 is Founder and a

Justin Freeman ’09 joined

Scott Larson ’15, was named to
Bell Nunnally & Martin’s 2018
“Pathfinders Program” class for the
Leadership Council on Legal
Diversity (LCLD).
Bryan White ’15 joined Baker
McKenzie’s International Practice
Group in Dallas as an associate.

2010s

Julie Pettit ’08, Founder of The

Weil, Gotshal & Manges LLP’s Dallas
office as an associate in the firm’s
Corporate Department.

CEO of All for the Family Legal
Clinic, Inc., was named one of the
2018 Top Ten Family Law Attorneys
under 40 by NAFLA for Northern
California.

President of Nicholas Residential
LLC in Dallas.
Patrick B. Kennedy ’14 was
elected to serve as a trustee on the
Weslaco Independent School District
Board of Trustees.

Carrington, Coleman, Sloman &
Blumenthal, L.L.P., as an associate in
the firm’s Securities, Director and
Officer Practice Group.
Zachary Tobolowsky ’17 joined
Munck Wilson Mandala, LLP, as an
associate in the firm’s Commercial
Litigation Practice Group.
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IN MEMORIAM
His was recognized frequently in business
and legal publications as an outstanding
lawyer. He received the Lifetime
Achievement Award from the Probate,
Trusts & Estates Sections of the Dallas Bar
Association.

Donald J. Malouf ’62
Executive Board Member,
Campaign Steering
Committee Member,
2011 Distinguished
Alumni Award Honoree

D

onald J. Malouf passed away on
December 11, 2017. He grew up in
University Park, Texas, and attended
Highland Park High School. He earned his
bachelor’s degree in business at the
University of Texas, while simultaneously
completing his M.B.A. He received his J.D.
from SMU Dedman School of Law in 1962.
Mr. Malouf served as lawyer and mentor for
numerous types of businesses. He was a
founding member of Five States Energy
Company, LLC, for which he was Vice
President and Secretary for more than 35
years. Throughout the years, he helped
many families plan their estates and their
inter-generational wealth transfers. After 45
successful years as a lawyer, Mr. Malouf left
law practice. Mr. Malouf continued to work
as a consultant/facilitator for a limited
number of affluent entrepreneurial families
and served as advisory director for their
enterprises.
Mr. Malouf was well known within the legal
field, having written 10 books on estate
planning. He also wrote numerous articles
in professional journals, and taught law
school and legal assistant courses at SMU
and at other schools. He was a frequent
speaker at various professional
organizations.

Mr. Malouf served as a board member
or advisory board member of many
educational, charitable and arts organizations, including Meadows School of the
Arts. He also served on the SMU Planned
Giving Council.
His compassion, kindness, curiosity
and ability to listen are legendary among
his friends, colleagues and family. Mr.
Malouf always preferred to shine the
spotlight on others, rather than to tout
his own achievements. His family was
paramount to him.
Mr. Malouf is survived by wife, Dian
Malouf; his daughters, Meredith Blake
Malouf and Brooke Elizabeth Malouf; sons,
Samuel Carter Malouf and Spencer Malouf
and their wives; and his sister, nephew, and
hundreds of beloved cousins.

SMU, he was a member of Sigma Alpha
Epsilon, ran with Peruna at football games,
and swam on multiple Southwest
Conference champion swimming teams. He
earned his undergraduate degree from SMU
in 1956 and his J.D. from SMU Dedman
School of Law in 1958. During law school,
Mr. McElhaney served as Managing Editor
of the Southwestern Law Journal. His devotion
to SMU continued throughout his life.
Mr. McElhaney was a respected, skilled trial
lawyer and teacher. He spent about four
decades with the Dallas law firm Locke,
Purnell, Boren, Lancy & Neely, now known
as Locke Lord LLP.
As a lawyer, he had two passions, defending
journalists and his alma mater, SMU. He
frequently represented media clients
including The Dallas Morning News and
WFAA-TV. He also represented SMU for
years, handling matters ranging from the
N.C.A.A.’s investigation into rules infractions relating to the SMU football team in
the 1980s to the legal dispute over a
condominium complex on land that later
became the site of the George W. Bush
Presidential Library.
Mr. McElhaney taught several courses at
SMU Dedman School of Law. He trained
generations of lawyers through numerous
journal articles and law school textbooks he
authored and the informal mentoring for
which he was widely known.

John H. McElhaney ’58
2007 Distinguished
Alumni Award Honoree

J

ohn H. McElhaney, a Dallas attorney for
58 years, passed away on January 27,
2018. He was born in Milwaukee, where he
graduated from Shorewood High School. He
attended SMU on a swimming scholarship
and lettered on the varsity swim team. At

He was elected to the American College of
Trial Lawyers, held leadership positions in
the American Bar Association and the State
Bar of Texas, and served as a trustee of St.
Mark’s School of Texas.
Mr. McElhaney is survived by his wife,
Jacquelyn McElhaney; son, Scott McElhaney
and his wife; daughter, Victoria Benedict
and her husband; and four grandchildren.

.
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alumnus, serving in key leadership roles and
on numerous committees. He earned his J.D.
from SMU Dedman School of Law in 1963.
In his leadership roles as a lawyer, he served
as Chair of the Probate Section of the Dallas
Bar, as a Fellow in the American College of
Trust and Estate Counsel, to name a few. He
served on many committees in the Dallas and
Texas Bars and was a popular speaker.

Edward V. Smith III ’63
2006 Distinguished Alumni
Award Honoree

E

dward V. Smith, III (Ed) passed away on
March 16, 2018. Mr. Smith was a lifelong
resident of Dallas and a fifth generation
Texan. He attended North Dallas High School,
graduating in 1955. He received his B.A. in
1960 from North Texas State College (now
University of North Texas) and was a devoted

Mr. Smith was awarded the Lifetime
Achievement award from the probate
sections of both the Dallas Bar and the State
Bar of Texas. He also received the
Professionalism Award from the Dallas Bar
and the Texas Center for Legal Ethics. In
2017, he received the Outstanding 50 Year
Lawyer Award from the Texas Bar
Foundation. Mr. Smith was recognized
regularly by business and legal publications
as a distinguished lawyer. In 1992, he was
named a Distinguished Alumnus at UNT.

Smith served his community as
a member of the board of the
United Way, Advisory Board
member of both the Dallas
Foundation and the Communities
Foundation of Texas and as Chairman of
the Board of the Grace Foundation. He
was a devoted member of Westminster
Presbyterian Church and a lifelong
Presbyterian.
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In his spare time, Smith wrote two published
novels, adopting the pen name Hawthorne
Vance.
Mr. Smith knew how to bring people
together and used those skills as a mediator.
Most of all, he loved people. If you were his
friend, you were a friend forever.
He is survived by his wife, Judge Nikki
DeShazo ’76; daughter, Amy Lou Abernethy;
stepsons Steve and Doug DeShazo; his
grandchildren and great grandchildren.

John Warren Benbow ’48
December 6, 2017

Robert R. Bradshaw ’60
January 14, 2018

Joe H. Ward ’64
September 12, 2017

C. Richard “Rick” White ’71
October 13, 2017

Robert Michael Farquhar ’80
October 7, 2017

Warren P. New ’49
March 6, 2018

John D. Crawford ’60
February 19, 2018

Woodfin C. Henderson ’65
September 12, 2017

Rev. Peter R. Bird ’72
December 24, 2017

Paul R. Hudek ’80
April 30, 2018

Lionel Emile Gilly ’49
JD, ’53 LLM
February 20, 2018

David Stith “Dave” Curtis ’60
June 27, 2017

John W. Lodewick ’59
July 25, 2018

David B. James ’72
January 17, 2018

Scott T. Welch LLM ’80
January 21, 2018

Judge Betty Sue Goolsby ’61
March 21, 2017

William B. Pasley ’65 JD
’74 LLM
June 15, 2018

Donald R. Patterson LLM ’72
October 10, 2017

Elizabeth Anne Darnall ’84
December 21, 2017

Joe B. Whisler ’72
December 27, 2017

Darlene S. Haber ’84
July 30, 2017

James “Jim”
Everard Byrne, Jr. ’73
January 25, 2017

Stephen Andrew
Youngman ’85
May 14, 2018

Burton I. Cohen ’74
September 17, 2017

Grover Hartt, III LLM ’86
August 14, 2017

David P. Derber ’74
June 17, 2017

Stephen J. Livens ’87
November 6, 2017

Hugh Corrigan IV ’75
May 7, 2018

David W. Jones ’88
September 8, 2017

Paul W. Gertz ’75
October 21, 2017

John P. Loza ‘ 88
June 12, 2018

Ronald F. Yates ’75
March 3, 2018

Donya C. Folco ’93
November 17, 2017

Robert “Mark” Galloway ’76
June 23, 2017

Gregory Preston Gorman ’93
July 31, 2017

Jo Ann E. Combs ’77
September 14, 2017

Paul Cleveland Webb ’93
April 24, 2018

Christopher Hicks ’77
June 29, 2017

Michael George Mahan ’96
December 9, 2017

Frank C. Hider ’78 LLM
January 30, 2018

Frida Elufa Williams LLM ’96
September 23, 2017

Honorable Donald
Higginbotham LLM ’78
February 27, 2018

Carr P. Collins ’01
August 29, 2017

A.L. (Lyn) Breeland ’50
July 9, 2018
Raymond L. Britton ’51
May 19, 2017
Harold C. Rector ’51
March 26, 2018
Carl F. McClellan ’53
October 18, 2017
Hughston Thomas ’53
March 7, 2018
Don C. Hancock ’56
October 26, 2017
Roger A. Hansen ’57
October 3, 2017
James S. Robertson ’57
July 25, 2018
Jere D. Turner ’57
March 7, 2018
William Franklin Bowles ’58
March 28, 2018
John H. McElhaney ’58
January 27, 2018
John Richard “Dick”
Sanderson ’58
June 21, 2017
John K. England ’59
May 11, 2018
Jerrold “Jerry” Dean Kelly
’59
May 4, 2018
James P. “Jim” Leake ’59
August 22, 2017

David A. Stewart LLM ’60
October 18, 2017
Thomas Henry
Brookman, Jr. ’62
November 25, 2017
Donald Joseph
“Don” Malouf ’62
December 11, 2017

David Oakes Turner ’65
October 9, 2017
Jerry Bowen
Williamson, III ’65
December 16, 2017
Maurice Amidei ’66 LLM
November 3, 2017

Mary Anthony Troy, Jr. ’62
December 7, 2017

James W. Campbell ’66
May 11, 2018

Winston W. Doran ’63
July 24, 2017

Roger John Reith ’66
February 10, 2018

Fernando Labastida LLM ’63
January 11, 2018

Allen Ray Morris ’66
May 20, 2018

Edward V. Smith, III ’63
March 16, 2018

William E. Everheart ’67
August 24, 2017

Don P. Teague ’63
August 2, 2017

Andy Konradi ’67
July 5, 2018

William F. “Pete” Baker ’64
December 20, 2017

Ruth R. Rayner ’67
February 25, 2018

Harless R. Benthul ’64
January 24, 2018

Honorable Charles
F. Campbell ’69
February 7, 2018

Searcy Monroe
Ferguson, Jr. ’64
March 8, 2018

Albert L. Jeffreys ’69
January 1, 2018

Gerald R. Jenkins ’64
July 2, 2017

John Michael Alexander ’70
May 13, 2018

Peter H. Lengemann LLM ’64
June 25, 2017

John K. Ford ’70
November 16, 2017

Douglas D.
“Doug” Mulder ’64
January 14, 2018

Michael C. McClintock LLM
’71 SJD ’75
December 19, 2017

Phyllis Bywaters Singer ’79
January 17, 2018
Russell Luther
“Rusty” Farabee ’80
December 30, 2017

Daylen Kent Gallman ’03
November 26, 2017
Alexander Wade Bolton ’12
October 21, 2017
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FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 2 + SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 3
Join Your Law School Classmates!
’58, ’63, ’68, ’73, ’78, ’83, ’88, ’93, ’98, ’03, ’08, ’13
FRIDAY
NOVEMBER 2, 2018

SATURDAY
NOVEMBER 3, 2018

George W. Bush Presidential Library or
Meadows Museum Tours: 3:00 p.m.

Law Tailgate Party
Time: TBA (2.5 Hours Before Kickoff)
Location: Near the Flagpole on SMU Boulevard

Class Reunion Party: 7:00 p.m. – 11:00 p.m.
Dallas Museum of Art
1717 North Harwood Street
Dallas, Texas 75201
More Information and Registration Coming Soon
Website: law.smu.edu/reunion
Email: mustangbar@smu.edu
Phone: 214-768-4LAW(4529)

Homecoming Football Game
SMU vs. Houston
Time: TBA
Location: Gerald J. Ford Stadium
THANK YOU TO OUR 2018 REUNION HOST COMMITTEE
Lee Coggan ’58
Joe Bailey Hyden ’68
Larry Mathews ’68
Rob Mellor ’68
Hon. Jay Patterson ’68
Paul C. Van Slyke ’68
Jay Garrett ’73
Stan Moore ’73
Emily A. Parker ’73
Fred Shiver ’73
J. Richard (Dick) White ’73
Storrow Moss Gordon ’78
Allen W. Kimbrough ’78
Brian M. Lidji ’78
Glen E. Martin III ’78
Hamp Moody ’78
Barry Sorrels ’78
Steve Stein ’78
Michael Walsh ’78
Les Weisbrod ’78
George M. Yarbrough, Jr. ’78
Julie C. Reedy ’83
Allan F. Smith ’83
Bill Church ’88
Doyle Glass ’88
David Grimm ’88
Marc Hubbard ’88
Lisa Winters Hurst ’88
Joy Schmitt Narciso ’88
GiGi Jordan Steiner ’88
Suzanne Tracy ’88
Cynthia Hoff Trochu ’88
Margaret White Weinkauf ’88
Brad Whitlock ’88
Laura Maberry Whitlock ’88
Gina Robeen Culpepper ’93
Lee Grable ’93
Sheila Wallace Holmes ’93
Toni Scott Reed ’93
Robert Witte ’93

Tammy S. Wood ’93
Amy Raney Yeager ’93
Steve Yeager ’93
A. Shonn Evans Brown ’98
Gemma Descoteaux ’98
Erika Fadel ’98
Aimee Perilloux Fagan ’98
Elaine Tran Lenahan ’98
Tonya Parker ’98
Carrie Johnson Phaneuf ’98
Kimberly Gershon Swartz ’98
Casey Burgess ’03
Wallace Dunwoody ’03
Charlie Florsheim ’03
David Hoffmann ’03
Ryan McComber ’03
Monica Raines Nichols ’03
Jill Nikirk ’03
Nathan Pekar ’03
Mindy McGehee Riseden ’03
Karin Brown Shoffner ’03
Lauren Korsmeier Swann ’03
Edward Ackels ’08
Corey Admire ’08
Alan Arnold ’08
Adam Boyd ’08
Ashley Allison Burton ’08
Matt Enoch ’08
Orly Mazur ’08
Mark Melton ’08
Claire Florsheim Midkiff ’08
Bailey Pham ’08
Sarah Khorouzan Shaw ’08
Fawaz Bham ’13
Lamar Dowling ’13
Kelly Klingseisen ’13
Jennifer Staton Kreick ’13
Andrew McDonald ’13
Taryn McDonald ’13
Alexandra LoCasto Mack ’13
Tim Springer ’13

LAW.SMU.EDU/REUNION

YOUR SUPPORT COUNTS
“Because of your scholarship
gift, I am able to focus solely on my
studies and don’t have to work while I
am in school. I am glad that I can
breathe a sigh of relief and put my
best foot forward academically.”

YOU
MAKE
AN
IMPACT

Brittany Sommerville ’19

Every gift provides key support in many
meaningful ways. Become part of this
extraordinary effort in support of SMU Law.
Every gift matters.

smu.edu/lawgift

To make a gift, contact:
Anne Beard
Director of Development
214-768-4527
agbeard@smu.edu

The Mustang Bar

EMAIL
mustangbar@smu.edu

Law Alumni Association

WHAT’S NEW WITH YOU?
Help us make the Class Notes section of
The Quad Magazine a more vibrant and useful
resource for our alumni! Send us news on babies,
weddings, promotions, awards, moves, and anything
newsworthy. We want to celebrate you and
keep you up to date on all your classmates.
Deadline for the Fall 2019 issue is July 1, 2019.

WEBSITE
law.smu.edu/classnotes
SOCIAL MEDIA
law.smu.edu
Visit the law school website for social
media links.

Non-Profit Org.
U.S. Postage
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SMU Dedman School of Law
Office of Alumni Relations

Southern Methodist
University

PO Box 750116
Dallas, TX 75275-0116
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Hours
The19,488
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Law Alumni Association
Class of 2016
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